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ORDINANCE NO. 585 

AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE THE SALE OF PISTOLS WITHIN THE CITY OF LAS VEGAS; TO 
PROVIDE SAFEGUARDS IN TEE SALE THEREOF; TO PROVIDE FOR"rHE REGISTRATION OF PISTOLS; 
DEFINING PISTOLS; PROVIDING FOR OTHER MATTERS PROPERLY RELATED THERETO; PROVIDING 
PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION OF THIS ORDINANCE; REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 579 AND 
ALL OTHER ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH. 

WHEREAS, certain individuals within the City of Las Vegas have found 
the present regulations no barrier to obtaining fire-arms not for peaceful 
pursuits; and 

WHEREAS, theability of undesirable individuals to obtain firearms - 
has resulted in unfortunate occurrences and acts of violence; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the City of Las Vegas deem 
it expedient and necessary for the protection of safety, life and welfare 
and the preservation of peace and good order to restrict the sale of pistols 
within the City; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE 
CITY OF LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation, 
being a dealer at retail or in the pawnshop business to sell, give away, lend, 
exchange, or otherwise dispose of or transfer within the City, or for any 
person to purchase, borrow, accept as a gift or exchange, or otherwise receive 
or take from such dealer or pawnship, any pistol or revolver or automatic pistol 
or firearm whatsoever, capable of being concealed on the person, except as 
authorized by this ordinance. 

SECTION 2. For the purpose of this Ordinance, the term pistol shall , 
mean any small , firearm fired by hand, capable of being concealed upon the 
person. The term shall include all small firearms with a barrel or barrels not 
exceeding 12 inches in length or an overall length of 17 inches,. including 
revolvers, automatics, derringers and like discharging ball or similar 
ammunition and usually called pistols. 

SECTION 3. No person, firm, corporation, association, or other, shall 
be authorized to buy and sell pistols, whether at wholesale, or retail until 
they , shall have received aspecial permit from the Board of Commissioners to 
deal in pistols. Any person desiring such special permit shall first apply to 
the Board of Commissioners setting out his name, address and the business (other 
than dealing in pistols) intended to be carried on, and stating a request for 
a special permit to deal in pistols at such place. The Board of Commissioners, 
after considering same, in any manner that may appear to them proper, may approve 
or disapprove such application. If disapproved, then no special permit shall 
be issued such applicant for the sale of pistols. If approved, the City Clerk 
shall issue a special permit to such person to sell pistols at the place named 
and under the present business license of such person. This section shall 
apply to hardware stores, gunsmith shops, pawnshops, and all other places where 
pistols are kept for sale. 

- 	. 
SECTION 4. From and after the adoption of this c . , na  e, 

pistols shall be made within the City of Las Vegas only ,- .er ns 1cen-J, in 
accordance with Sections 1 and 3 of this ordinance and s ,11. ss  s o purc6:ses 
shall be subject to the following conditions and limitat 

(1) No person under the legal voting age shall purchase a 
and no person shall transfer or sell aripiltol 
under legal voting age. 

(2) No pistol which has the identifying 
be sold or purchased. 

(3) All secondhand or used pistols, except anti 
or purchased, shall be in a first class saf 
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• The above arid foregoing ordinance was first proposed and read by title to the 
Board of Commissioners on the 21st day of October, 1953, and referred to the 
following committee composed of Commissioners Bunker and• Jarrett for recommendation; 
thereafter the said committee reported favorably on said ordinance on the 3rd day 

' of February, 1954, which was the regular meeting of said Board of City Commissioners 
that at said regular meeting held'on the 3rd day of February, 1954, the proposed 
ordinance was read in full to the Board of City Commissioners as first introduced 
and adopted by the following vote: 

Voting "Aye": Commissioners Bunker, Sharp, and Whipple and His Honor 
Mayor Baer 



AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION 

STATE OF NEVADA, 
COUNTY OF CLARK 

, being first duly sworn, 
deposes and says: That he is Foreman of the LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL, 
a daily newspaper, of general circulation, printed and published at Las Vegas, 
in the County of Clark, State of Nevada, and that the attached was continuously 

published in said newspaper for a period of 
from February 10, 1954 	to February 17, 1954 

inclusive, being the issues of said newspaper for the following dates, to
-wit: 

February 10, 17, 1954 

That said newspaper was r,ularlyisiuell and circulated on each pf/N  
,the dates above named. 	 / 

Subscribed and sworn to before me t17j ........ day of  February,  1954 

NOTAfY P 

My Commission Expires April 14, 1954. 

CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA 

SIGNED 

A. F. Sche1la ck 

SS. 
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insertions 

AN 0_114:32 	e■Hrac,- .BEGATPL4AITE • 
THE .-SIKLE,„ On1F441S2T,OESPWIJRIHN I  
THE 	 'VEGA'S; :4•TO, 

, 	PROVIDE S'AVEGUIARDS IN- THE 
SALE THEREOF; TO PROVIDE FOR 
THE REGISTRATION OF PISTOLS;, 
DEFINING 'PISTOLS:' PROVIDING' 
FOR OTHER 'MATTERS PROPERLY 
RELATED THERETO; PROVIDINGi 
PENALTIES' .F,OR THE, VIOLATION I 
OF THIS ORDINANCE; REPEALINGI 
ORDINANCE NO. 579 AND ALL,; 
OTHER ORDINANCES OR PARTS; 

. OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT . ' 
THEREWITH. 

WHEREAS, certain individuals 
within the City of Las Vegas , ,,lieve 

,found the present regulations no - bar-
rier to obtaining fire-arms not for 
peaceful 'pursuits; and ' - 

WHEREAS, the ability of undesii•7, 
able 'individuals to obtain firehlans' 
has resulted -in unfortunate oetii-
rences and acts of violence; and' 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commits.; 
eioners of the City of Las V:egas.; 
deem it expedient and necessary fdi 

• the 'protection of safety, life • and 
welfare and the preservation of peace 
arid good- , order to restrict the Sale 
of 'Pistols within the City; 	' 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT OR-
DAINED BY THE BOARD. OF.:,COM.- 
M•SSIONERS ' OF THE CITYmkO,P,i 
LAS' VEGAS; NEVADA, AK: . FOL-I 

!LOWS: 
SECTION 1. It shall be unlaWfintd 

ariy,-■persop, firm or corporatl6t,c114, 
ing a, dealer at retail or in theli.amn-
shOp :lousiness to sell, give away, !tend, 
exchange, or otherwise dispose ol Or , 
transfer within the City, or for 2.4-LY 
person to purchase, borrow, 'acc.:ept 
as a gift ' or exchange, or otherwise' 
'receive or take from such dealer • or 
pawnshop, any pistol or ,  revolver4  or, 
.automatic pistol or firearm whalts0- 

• •ever, capable of being concertled4Oh4 
ktlic person, except as authorized flOY1 
Os ordinance. 

'SECTION 2. For the PuriOse, - Of, 
this. Ordinance, the term plet0.liqahall3 
mean any small firearm by 0.digiiil; 
capable of -.being concealed, union:Al :le 
Person. The term shall Include 411, 
small 'firearms with a barrel or bar-
rels not exceeding 12 inches in .feng.th 
or an overall length of 17 inekles, Ari-
cluilins revolvers, automaticSi, 'der-
ringers and like 'discharging ball :At 
shriller! ammunition and usually :C/3.110 
pistols. 

SECTION 3. No person, firm, cor0-4 
.oration, association, or other, alialOhe 
authorized to buy and sell ',3!to114, 
whether at wholesale, or retail .unir 
they shall have received -e special frA-
mit from the Board of CommiSSIEniers 
to deal in pistols. Any person cle.S:gilig 
such special permit shall first '6,A 
to the Board of CommiSsioners.sating.. 
out his name, address and tlf.e0O-irs'ili 
intended, to be carried ,on, andAstalt,crig, 
ness (other than dealing in ii4iStV154) 
a request for a sPecial,permitni-Cderd 
In pistols at' *eh' 511he. 'TheA13,..plazd ,  
of Commissioners' after dousictqlng, 
same, in any MaXilter that 4inyeat:pplirn 
to them proper; may iiiprOve 
approve suelkrication. If. disaP7' 

,proved,' then .no speeifal 
be issued sue102;a3.41fit'aii;t lor itrie,sate 
of pistols. If allp4o,y,e0; tbCify;!Cfeilk 
shall issue al'spechir p6iiiiit , 10,,Sifeh • 
person to riellPlet'Ols atkthe place 
named and infder.-t'ilki•preeent busi-
ness license of,OcIir4perSon'This sec-
tion shall apply to hardware stores, 
"gdrierriith.(ohOp,a, pavin:simps, and1,411 
other.. plcds ;where 



2folLre 	_ 
AegipliFiFiagiWitk,Viel tits; 

adoptmi-76F,C. of ttiLklem_All_lanc,en,_itelles kof 
pistols shthli be made witli'4tiTh1€lt  
of Lae Vegas only by persons liceneedi 
in accordance with Sections 1 and '3 
of this ordinance and such galas or 
purchases shall be subject to the 
following conditions and limitations: 

(-1) No person under the legal vot-
- ing age 'shall purchase ta 

and no person shall transfer :Or 
sell any pistol to anyOrie und 
legal voting age. • 

(2) No pistol which has the :identi-i 
fying ,numbers removed shall  

, be sold or purchased. 
(8) All secondhand or used tPiOola 

except antique pieces, -Old dr 
purchased, shall be in—itt: first 
class • safety condition.
No. homemade pistols shall be 

•bought or sold. 
No pistol of foreign make shall 
be sold with ammuffition,  for 
the same, unless the eaid  am- 
munition is expressly'. inside for 

; said pistol. 
-(6) No sale, or purchase Ofe:a.,Piebel 

as defined by this ordinance 
shall be knowingly niadeto  
any person who has beeit con-

--Victed of a felony in the State 
. of Nevada, or in any one of 

the states of the United" States 
or any political subdivision 
thereof, or to any -foreign born 
person not a naturalied citi- 
zen of the United States Of 
America, or any state s  thereof, 
or to any person of an uisound 
Mind. 

(71 No pistols shall be displayed 
in any store or business win. 

• dow. 
SECTION 6. Upon the sale of a 

pistol, under the provii4ons ,  Of this 
Ordinance, the dealer or otheiuperson 
making said sale, shall within twenty-
four. (24) hours, • notify the Chief,. of 
POliCe of the City of Las Vegas, Nev-
ada. in writing, of such sale' :- giving 
the name of the purchaser Or trans-
feree together with the number of 
said pistol And a complete description. 
-thereof; and shall notify the pur-
chaser or transferee that sald- -piktol 
intik be registered with the salt Chief ,  
oKPolice. 

SECTION 6. Any person • receiving 
titre to a pistol as defined by this 
ordinance whether by purchase, gift, 

any other transfer shall Within 
tweitty-four (24) hours of 'inch -re-
ceipt, personally appear at the Fonda 
Station of the City of Las Vekas; to 
gelfier with Said pistol for ,the7.7.Pfif-
Pose of registering the same Wrtlit9said 
tifficer. It shall be the dutY . ..6f-'Oe 
Chi:eft:of:Police, to -register said pieta ;  
5.1I-Whe may and ik authorizakArO 
& 	

_ 
Fate in any manner he 

wie,it other law enforcement ,itireneras 
oglhe County or other cities t,f; ,, 
feaing •registration of , pistolii,Ifttc Wel 
end!' that efficient registration ,Wl11:13,6 
SeCured at a minimum of nobt, and! 

."SECTION 7 Any person withim the 
60f, of Las: Vegas owning a 4Pre:t7tratt l  
.defined by this ordinance ehalirWithin 
,thiit,t1y ,  days after adoption .-  of .-this 
prdinance register such piktol With 
the Chief of Police as provided-herein. 

SECTION.: 8. Any person Violating 
any of the provisions of this ordinance 
Shall upon conviction thereof be pun-
ished by a fine Of not to exceed 'Five 
'H'undred ($500.60) Dollars, or im-
prisoned in the City Jail for not -more ,  • 
than six , (6) 'Menthe, Or, by any CC9Ti-
bi#6,,tfop Of such fine ortfimP17.116111Ti'el4. 

sEeTioN, 9: All "ordinances or parts 
of ordinances in conflict ,herewith are 
hereb.v...-sA ,,ssuA  

SECTION' 10., Should any psi 
clause or -rWprCor 
nancé Ire• invalid.-,thelf.0 
unCou StittitiOnalitY. 	,ifOVArinul 
any otiter provision of this ordinance. 

,sEeT,ft-QN 11. -  This ordinal-fed:shall 
he In ii force and ,effect upofi Its 
final .reading and adoption, andinal 
PUtilicainn as In the next seat& prot 

tded: 
PECTION 12. The City CleitV4.111 

Clerk of the Board of Eommissibtirra 
ofAhe City of Les Vegas ithAllgeltiUe't 
this ordinance to be Published , öffeeVa 
week film two successive wealfe7iirl-
Miediately following its first „reading 
and 'adoption in the Las Vegas —Ira-
viewT.Jp,urnal,' a daily newspaar  iiib- 
lished in the .City of Las Ve4a.'.' ' 
• APPROVED:' 	.'" 

C. D. BAKER 
Mayor 

Attest: 
SHIRLEY BALLINGER 

. City Clerk 
The above and, foregoing ordinance 
Was first proposed and- read by at:re 
to the Board of Commissioners on 
the '21st day of October, 1'4.9; - 441 
referred to the following committee 
composed of Commissioners THprilear 
and, Jarrett for recommendation; 
therafter the said committee. Aii_Oft-
ed favorably on said ordinancOn 
the' 3rd day of February, 1934; which 
Of City Commissioner's; that a0Said 
regular meeting held on the 3rd ;flay 
of February 1954, the propaedt'ordi-
nance was read in "full to the Ariard 
of City Commissioners as fifitt intro-
duced and adopted by the .following 
vote: 

;Voting "Aye": Commissioners Bun-
ker, Sharp, and' Whipple and His 
Honor Mayor Baker 

Voting 'Nay": COmmissioner 
ret 

' Absent: None 
APROVED: 

s/ C. D. Baker 
Mayor 

ATTEST: 
5/ Shirley Ballinger 

-City Clerk 
Feb 10,17 


