
Amended 
(See pp. 7 and 10) 

ORDINANCE NO. 1098 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE W.,. CHAPTER 1, OF THE MUNICIPAL. CODE OF THE 
CITY OF LAS VEGAS, .NEVADA, 1960, BY ADDING TO SAID TITLE AND CHAPTER TEN 
SEPARATE SECTIONS TO BE DESIGNATED-SECTIONS 51 THROUGH 6,0, BOTH INCLUSIVE; 
ALSO AMENDING THE "UNIFORM BUILDING CODE, 1961 .EDITION, VOLUME. 1," ADOPTED 
BY SAID TITLE AND CHAPTER, BY ADDING THERETO A NEW CHAPTER, TO BE DESIGNATED 
CHAPTER 71, TO PROVIDE RULES AND REGULATIONS RELATING TO FENCES,. WALLS AND 
RETAINING WALLS; PROVIDING FOR OTHER MATTERS PROPERLY RELATING THERETO; PRO-
VIDING PENALTIES FOR.THE VIOLATION HEREOF; AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES. OR 
PARTS' OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH, 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF LAS VEGAS DOES ORDAIN 
AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. Title IV, Chapter 1 of the Municipal Code of the City of Las 

Vegas,. Nevada, 1960, is hereby amended by adding thereto ten (10) separate sections 

bearing nufnbers 4-1-51 to 4-1-60, both inclusive, and the "Uniform Building Code, 
, 

1961 , Edition, Volume 1 ," adopted by said Title and Chapter is also amended by adding 

thereto a new chapter (Sections 7101 to 7110, both inclusive) , to provide as follows: 

CHAPTER 71 
FENCES, WALLS AND RETAINING WALLS 

4-1-51: PURPOSE AND SCOPE: 

Sec. 7101. The purpose of this Chapter is to provide minimum 

standards to safeguard life, health, property and public welfare 

by regulating and controlling the design, quality of materials, 

workmanship, construction, location, installation , and mainten-

ance of all fences,, walls and retaining walls. To establish the 

administrative procedure for issuance of permits, approval of 

plans and inspections of the fences, walls and retaining walls. 

4-1-52: DEFINITIONS: 

Sec. 7102. (a) Fence: A fence shall be defined as a structure 

of temporary or semipermanent material such as wire, screen, 

wood, or plastic, erected for the purpose of enclosing a piece 

of land or to divide a ,  piece of land into distinct portions. 

(b) Wall: A wall shall be defined as a structure erected 

of stone, brick, masonry, concrete or other similar permanent 

material, raised to some height, and intended for purposes of 

enclosure, decoration or division of property. 



(c) Retaining Wall: A retaining wall is any wall as defined 

above used to resist the lateral displacement of any material if the 

difference in elevation of the material from one side to the other 

exceeds eighteen (18) inches. 

(d) Fill: Fill shall be defined as any deposit of soil, rock, 

or other material placed by man. 

(e) Cut or Excavation: Cut or excavation shall be defined 

as removal of soil, rock, or other material by man. 

4-1-53: APPLICATIONS AND PERMITS: 

Sec. 7103. (a) Applications: Permits for the erection, installa-

tion, or construction of each and every fence, wall of retaining 

wall of the nature set forth in this Chapter shall be secured by 

application to the Department of Building and Safety on forms 

provided which shall contain, or have attached thereto, the fol-

lowing information: 

• The name and address of the owner of the lot or premises 

upon which the fence, wall, or retaining wall is to be erected. 

The type of material to be used in the construction, and the 

length, height, width, and square footage to be 'constructed 

shall be shown. The person, firm, or corporation doing the 

erection shall be shown. The location of the fence, wall or 

• retaining wall shall be shown with respect to the lot lines and 

•the buildings. The application shall also show by certificate 

that all light standards, gas and water meters, an fire hydrants 

shall not be fenced in and that proper clearance will be provided 

around them. For fences, drawings or specifications need not 

be- submitted unless so reqUested by the Building 04icia1. For 

walls and retaining walls, drawings and calculations shall be 

submitted with the application showing the wall is designed in 

accordance with the specific loads as outlined in this Chapter 

and the Building Code of the City of Las Vegas. Standard sheets 

as are available from the Department of Building and Safety may 
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be used when in the opinion of the Building Official their 

use would be proper and adequate. 

A permit shall be required for each lot or separate 

piece of property involved. 

EXCEPTION: When other governmental agencies 
shall require a subdivision fence or wall along 
the rear of each lot and along the sides of all 
end lots in a block, these may be placed on one 
permit provided the legal description is attached 
with a plot plan showing the exact location of 
•the fence or wall. 

(b) Permits: Permits for the erection, installation, or con-

struction of any fence, wall or retaining wall shall be issued by the 

Department of Building and Safety to contractors licensed by the 

• State of Nevada and the City of Las Vegas to perform such construc-

t on. 

EXCEPTION: Permits may be issued to the owners 
of a single family dwelling or a duplex dwelling to 
erect a fence, wall or retaining wall on their own 
property. 

All permits required by this Chapter shall be obtained by the 

person, firm or corporation doing the work prior to any actual work 

being done. 

(c) Time Limit of Permit: Every permit issued under the pro-

visions of this Chapter shall expire by limitation and become null 

and void, if the work authorized by such permit is not commenced 

within 60 days from the date of such permit, or if the work is sus-

pended or abandoned, at any time after the work is commenced, for 

a period of 120 days. Before such work can be recommenced a 

new permit shall be obtained so to do, and the fee therefor shall 

be one half the amount required for a new permit for such work, 

provided no changes have been made or will be made in the 

original plans and specifications for such work, and provided 

further, that such suspension or abandonment has not exceeded 

one year. If changes have been made or suspension or abandon-

ment has exceeded one year the applicant shall obtain a neW per-

mit and shall pay the fee for a new permit. 
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(d) Suspension or Revocation: The Building Official may, in 

writing, suspend or revoke a permit issued under provisions of this 

Chapter whenever the permit is issued in error on the basis of in-

correct information supplied, or in violation of any other ordinance 

or regulation or any of the provisions of this Chapter. The Building 

Official is hereby authorized to stop the construction of any fence, 

wall, or retaining wall which is being carried on in violation of 

this Chapter or any other ordinance of the City of Las Vegas. 

(e) Stop Work Orders: Whenever any work is being done 

contrary to the provisions of this Code, the Director, Deputy 

Director, or Senior Building Inspector may order the work stopped 

by notice in writing served on any persons engaged in the doing 

or causing such work to be done, and any such persons shall 

forthwith stop such work until authorized by the Director, Deputy 

Director, or Senior Building Inspector to proceed with the work. 

Whenever any work has been stopped by the officials above for 

reasons outlined above, a fee of ten dollars ($10.00) shall be 

paid to the City of Las Vegas before any work pertaining to the 

stop order can again commence. 

4-1-54: PERMIT FEES: 

Sec. 7104. A fee for each fence, wail, or retaining all permit 

shall be paid to the Building Official. 

The determination of the value or valuation of the construc-

tion performed under the provisions of this Chapter shall be made 

by the Building Official. The fees for the valuation shall be paid 

as shown in the schedule of fees listed in the Building Code of the 

City of Las Vegas. 

For such fences, walls, or retaining walls that in the opinion 

of the Building Official present extenuating circumstances in their 

design, an additional fee of twenty dollars ($20.00) for a plan check 

shall be charged. 

-4- 



Where work for which a permit is required by this Chapter 

is started or Proceeded with prior to obtaining said permit, the 

fees above specified shall be doubled, but the payment of such 

doubled fee shallnot relieve any person from fully complying 

with the 'requirements of this Code in the execution of the work 

nor from any other penalties prescribed herein. 

4-1-55: DECLARATION OF PURPOSE: 

Sec. 7105. It is the purpose of this Section to provide a just, 

. 	equitable and practicable method, to be cumulative with and in 

• addition to any other remedy available at law, whereby fences, 

walls and retaining walls which are dilapidated, unsafe, danger-

ous, or are a menace to the life, limb, health, property, safety 

and general welfare of the people of this City, may be required 

to be repaired or demolished. 

(A) Dangerous Structure. For the purpose of this Chapter, any 

fence, wall, or retaining wall which has any or all of the defects 

hereinafter described shall be deemed a "dangerous structure." 

1. Whenever the stress in any materials, members or 

portion thereof, due to all dead and live loads, is more than 

the working stress or stress allowed in Chapter 23 of the Uniform 

Building Code. 

2. Whenever any portion thereof has been damaged by 

fire, earthquake, wind, flood, or by any other cause, in such 

• manner that the structural strength or stability thereof is ap-

preciably less than it was before such catastrophe and is less 

than the minimum requirements of this Code for a new building 

of similar structure, purpose or location. 

3. Whenever any portion or member or appurtenance 

thereof is likely to fail, or to become detached or dislodged, 

or to collapse and thereby injury persons or damage property. 

• 4. Whenever any port ion, member, or appurtenance, on 

the exterior thereof is not of sufficient strength or stability, or 

is not so anchored, attached, or fastened in place so as to be 

tr: 
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capable of resisting the force of a wind pressure of 15 lbs./sq. 

ft. without exceeding the working stresses permitted in Uniform 

Building Code. 

5. Whenever any portion thereof has settled to such an 

• extent that walls or other structural portions have materially 

less resistance to winds or earthquakes than is required in the 

case of new construction. 

6. Whenever the structure, or any portion thereof, be-

cause of dilapidation, deterioration, decay, faulty construction, 

or because of the removal or movement of some portion of the 

ground necessary for the purpose of supporting such structure 

or portion thereof, or other cause, is likely to partially or com-

pletely collapse, or some portion of the foundation or under-

pinning is likely to fall or give away. 

7. Whenever, for any reason whatsoever, the structure, 

or any portion thereof, is manifestly unsafe for the purpose for 

which it is used. 

8. Whenever the structure lists, leans, or buckles to 

such an extent that a plumb line passing through the center of 

gravity falls outside the middle third of the base. 

9. Whenever the structure, exclusive of the foundation, 

shows 33 per cent or more damage or deterioration to the support-

ing member or members, or 50 per cent of damage or deterioration 

of a non-supporting member. 

10. Whenever the structure has been so damaged by fire, 

wind, earthquake or flood, or has become so dilapidated or 

deteriorated as to become an attractive nuisance to children who 

might play therein to their danger. 

11. Any structure which has been constructed, or which 

now exists or is maintained in violation of any specific require-

ment or prohibition applicable to such structure as set forth in 

the Uniform Building Code in force at that time, or of any law or 
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ordinance of this state or city relating to the condition, loca-

tion or construction of such structure. 

(B) Other Definitions: For the purpose of this Section, certain 

abbreviations, terms, phrases, words and their derivatives shall 

be construed as specified in this Section. Words used in the 

singular include the plural, and the plural, the singular. Words 

used in the masculine include the feminine, and the feminine, 

the masculine. Terms, words, phrases and their derivatives 

used but not specifically defined in this Section shall have the 

meaning defined in this Chapter or in Chapter 4 of the Uniform 

Building Code. 

"Department," unless otherwise specified, shall mean 

the Department of Building and Safety of the City of Las Vegas. 

(C) Dangerous Structures - Nuisances: All dangerous structures 

within the terms of this Chapter are hereby declared to be public 

nuisances and shall be repaired or demolished as hereinafter pro-

vided. 

(D) Inspection - When Requested: The head of the Department of 

Building and Safety shall cause any fence, wall, or retaining wall 

to be inspected for the purpose of determining whether or not it is 

a dangerous structure within the meaning of this Section, in any 

of the following events: 

1. Whenever any person files with the Department of Build-

ing and Safety a verified complaint wherefrom there is, in the 

opinion of the Department, probable cause to believe that the 

fence, wall, or retaining wall is a dangerous structure. 

2. Whenever any member of the Fire Department, Police 

Department, or Health Department of this City transmits to the 

Department of Building and Safety a written report from the facts 

of which there is probable cause to believe that the fence, wall, 

or retaining wall is a dangerous structure. 
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3. Whenever any member of the Building Inspection De-

partment files with the head of the Department a written report 

wherefrom there is, in the opinion of the Head of the Department, 

probable cause to believe that the fence, wall, or retaining wall 

is dangerous. 

(E) Duties of Department of Building and Safety: When requested 

within the terms of paragraph (D) , the Department of Building and 

Safety shall cause any fence, wall, or retaining wall designated 

to be inspected. The employee who performs such inspection 

shall, in this Section, be referred to as the "Building Inspector," 

and may be the Head of the Department of Building and Safety. 

(F) Report of Building Inspector: Upon the completion of the in-

spection, the Building Inspector shall file with the Department a 

written report setting forth the facts as the condition of the fence, 

wall, or retaining wall and the work needed to be done thereon; 

all in such form as the Department may direct, 

(G) Department of Building and Safety to Act on Report: If the 

Head of the Department of Building and Safety shall determine, 

from the report of the Building Inspector, that there is probable 

cause to believe that the fence, wall, or retaining wall is a 

dangerous structure, he shall, in writing, notify the record 

owner or joint owners of the fence, wall, or retaining wall in 

question that it is a dangerous structure within the terms of 

•this Section, and order such to be repaired, or demolished, and 

shall give such owner or owners thirty (30) days in which to 

comply. If said owner or owners refuse or fail to comply with 

the written request, the Board of City Commissioners may au-

thorize the repair or demolition of said dangerous structure by 

such means as it may deem advisable. The cost thereof shall 

be paid from City funds and assessed against the property or 

properties upon which the particular structure is located. The 

assessment shall be a lien on the property or properties con-

cerned and said lien may be foreclosed in the same manner as 
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other liens are enforced. 

In case of a catastrophe, such as fire, earthquake, flood 

or explosion, the head of the department, in the case of actual 

and immediate danger of failure or collapse of a fence, wall, or 

retaining wall or portions thereof, so as to endanger life or 

property, may order and require imMediate corrective action. 

He shall, when necessary for the public safety, temporarily 

close sidewalks, streets, buildings, structures and places ad-

jacent to the fences, walls, or retaining walls and prohibit the 

same from being used until emergency measures have been taken 

to remove all possible hazards to life and property. 

4-1-56: FENCES: 

Sec. 7106. (a) Design: Fences shall be designed to resist the 

lateral force of the wind in this area in accordance with the 

Building Code of the City of Las Vegas. The maximum spacing 

of supports shall be eight (8) feet unless verified, otherwise by 

approved design procedure. The stresses for the materials used 

(wood, wire, steel, plastic, etc.) shall be as those listed in 

the Building Code. All posts or pillars used as support shall 

be placed in the ground a minimum of twelve (12) inches. 

(b) Construction: The fences shall be constructed of 

sound material in accordance with accepted construction prin-

ciples. 

(c) Inspection: All fences, with the exception of small 

decorative fences of less than forty (40) square feet, shall have 

a separate permit, one for each parcel of property involved, ex-

cept where jointly owned, the property owner with the largest 

portion of fencing shall secure the permit. The following inspec-

tions will be made on these permits, and it shall be the responsi-

bility of the person or persons who take out the permit to notify 

the department when the inspection may be made: 
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(1) Location: The location inspection is to 

determine the relationship of the fence to the 

property in accordance with zoning requirements. 

This may be made at any time before or during the 

final inspection, at such time as the permittee may 

choose. 

(2) Final: The final inspection is to determine 

that the height and location of the fence conforms to 

the zoning ordinance of the City of Las Vegas, and 

the construction conforms to the requirements of this 

Chapter. 

4-1-57: WALLS: 

Sec. 7107. (a) Design: Walls shall be designed to resist 

the lateral force of the wind in this area in accordance with 

the Building Code of the City of Las Vegas. The stresses for 

the materials used (concrete, masonry, brick, adobe, stone, 

etc.) shall be as listed in the Building Code. The minimum 

stresses shall be used unless special provisions are made for 

special inspection. All walls are to be reinforced unless de-

signed otherwise by approved design procedure. 

(b) Construction: Walls are to be constructed in ac-

cordance with the requirements for the particular material as 

outlined in the Building Code of the City of Las Vegas. 

(c) Inspection: All walls shall have a separate permit, 

one for each parcel of property involved, except where wall is 

jointly owned the property owner having the largest portion of 

wall shall secure the permit. 

The following inspections shall be made on such permits, 

and it shall be the responsibility of the permittee to notify the 

Department when the inspections may be made: 

(1) Location. The location inspection is to 

determine the relationship of the wall to the property, 

in accordance with zoning requirements, and may be 

made at the time of the footing inspection. L 
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(2) Footing. The footing inspection is to deter-

mine that the footing is of proper width and depth and 

properly reinforced, in accordance with the design pro-

posed. 

(3) Wall Steel. The inspection of the wall steel 

shall be made after the wall reaches its full height, 

and prior to grouting, to ascertain that it is properly 

placed, as proposed. 

(4) Final. The final inspection is to ascertain 

that the height and location of the wall conforms to 

the zoning requirements and that the wall is properly 

grouted and top finished, as proposed. 

4-1-58: RETAINING WALLS: 

Sec. 7108. (a) Design. Retaining walls shall be designed to re-

sist the lateral pressure of the retained material, determined in 

accordance with accepted engineering principles. 

The soil characteristics and design criteria necessary for 

such a determination shall be obtained from a special foundation 

investigation performed by an agency acceptable to the Building 

Official, The Building Official shall approve such characteris-

tics and criteria after having received a written opinion, together 

with substantiating evidence, from the investigation agency. 

EXCEPTION: Freestanding walls which are not 
over 15' in height, or basement walls which 
have spans of 15' or less between supports may 
be designed in accordance with Subsection (b) 
of this Section. 

The minimum stresses of any material shall be used unless 

special provisions are made for special inspection. Proper pro-

visions shall be made for expansion and contraction. 

(b) Arbitrary Design Method. Walls which retain 

drained earth and come within the limits of the exception 

toSubsection (a) of this Section may be designed for an 

assumed earth pressure equivalent to that exerted by 'a 
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fluid weighing not less than shown in Table A. A vertical 

component equal to one-third of the horizontal force so 

obtained may be assumed at the plane of application of 

the force. 

TABLE A 

Surface Slope of 	 Equivalent 
Retained Material* 	 Fluid Weight 
Horiz. to Vert. 	 lb/ft 

LEVEL 	 30 
5 to 1 	 32 
4 to 1 	 35 
3 to 1 	 38 
2 to 1 	 43 
1-1/2 to 1 	 55 
1 to 1 	 80 

* Where the surface slope of the retained earth varies, 
the design slope shall be obtained by connecting a line 
from the top of the wall to the highest point of the slope, 
whose limits are within the horizontal distance from the 
stem equal to the stem height of the wall. 

The depth of the retained earth shall be the vertical distance 

below the ground surface measured at the wall face for stem design 

or measured at the heel of the footing for overturning and sliding. 

(c) Surcharge. Any superimposed loading, except retained 

earth, shall be considered as surcharge and provided for in the 

design. Uniformly distributed loads may be considered as equiva-

lent added depth of retained earth. Surcharge loading due to con- 
, 

tinuous or isolated footings shall be determined by the following 

formulas or by an equivalent method approved by the Building 

Official. 

Resultant Lateral Force 

Ph
2 

R 03
2 	2 

x +h 

Location of Lateral Resultant 

d=x1(x2 	\ 	-1 h 

+ 	,tan 	 

x:  

I 

h 
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Where: 

R = Resultant lateral force measured in pounds per foot 
of wall width. 

P = Resultant surcharge load of continuous or isolated 
footings measured in pounds per foot of length 
parallel to the wall. 

x = Distance of resultant load from back face of wall 
measured in feet. 

h = Depth below point of application of surcharge load-
ing to top of wall footing measured in feet. 

d = Depth of lateral resultant below point of application 
of surcharge loading measured in feet. 

-1 h 
tan 	= The angle in radians whose tangent is equal. 

to 

Loads applied within a horizontal distance equal to the wall 

stem height, measured from the back face of the wall, shall 

be considered as surcharge. 

For isolated footings having a width parallel to the. wall 

less than a feet, "R" may be reduced to 1/6 the calculated value. 

The resultant lateral force "R" shall be assumed to be 

uniform for the length of footing parallel to the wall, and to dim-

inish uniformly to zero at the distance "X" .  beyond the ends of 

the footing. 

Vertical pressure due to surcharge applied to the top of 

the wall footing may be considered to spread uniformly within the 

limits of the stem and planes making an angle of 45° with the 

vertical. 

(d) Bearing Pressure and Overturning: The maximum vertical 

bearing pressure under any retaining wall shall not exceed that al-

lowed.in  the Building Code except as provided for by a special 

foundation investigation. The resultant of vertical loads and lateral 

pressures shall pass through the middle one-third of the base. 
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(e) Friction and Lateral Soil Pressures: Retaining walls shall 

be restrained against sliding by friction of the base against the earth, 

by lateral resistance of the soil, or by a combination of the two. 

Allowable friction and lateral soil values shall not exceed those 

allowed in the Building Code except as provided by a special founda-

tion investigation. 

When used, keys shall be assumed to lower the plane of 

frictional resistance and the depth of lateral bearing to the level of 

the bottom of the key. Lateral bearing pressures shall be assumed 

to act on a vertical plane located at the toe of the footing. 

(f) Construction: No retaining wall shall be constructed of 

wood. The walls are to be constructed in accordance with the re-

quirements of the particular material as outlined in the Building Code. 

(g) Special Conditions: Whenever, in the opinion of• the 

Building Official, the adequacy of the foundation material to support 

a wall is questionable, and unusual surcharge condition exists, or 

whenever the retained earth is to stratified or of such a character 

as to invalidate normal design assumptions, he may require a 

special foundation investigation before approving any permit for 

such a wall. 

(h) Inspections: All retaining walls shall have a separate 

permit, one for each parcel of property involved except where it is 

jointly owned the property with the largest portion shall have the 

permit. The following inspections shall be made on these permits 

and it shall be the responsibility of the permittee to notify the 

Department when the inspection may be made: 

• (1) Location: The location inspection is to determine 

the relationship of the wall to the property in accordance 

with the zoning requirements and may be made at the time 

of the footing inspection. 

• (2) Footing. The footing inspection is to determine 
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r'o 
the footing to be of proper width and depth and 

properly reinforced in accordance with the proposed 

• design. 

(3) Wall Steel. The wall steel is to be inspected 

at regular intervals (as specified in the Building Code 

for the particular material) before pouring of grout or 

concrete to ascertain that it is properly placed in 

accordance with the proposed design. 

(4) Bond Beam. When masonry material is:used, 

the bond beam inspection shall be made to ascertain 

that proper steel is in place, and each bond beam shall 

be inspected in the interval as they appear in the height 

of the wall. 

(5) Final. The final inspection is to be made to 

determine that all work is complete, that the wall is 

finished off, the "deadmen," if required, are properly 

tied to wall, weep holes are clear and properly spaced, 

expansion and contraction joints are installed as re-

quired, and that the material retained is at the proper 

elevation. 

4-1-59: PUBLIC PROPERTY: 

Sec. 7109. No fence, wall, or retaining wall shall be constructed 

on any public thoroughfare or other public property. 

EXCEPTION: Where the front or side property 
line does not coincide with the sidewalk, a 
fence may be installed back of the sidewalk 
provided all meters, light standards and the 
like are left open, and further that the fence 
be removed when required so by the City. 

4-1-60: PROHIBITED FENCES AND WALLS: 

Sec. 7110. The following types of fences and walls shall not be 

installed in the City of Las Vegas: 

(A) A fence with sharp pointed pickets, posts or stakes in which 

the tope of the point is less than three-quarters (3/4) of an inch 

in its least dimension. 
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(B) A fence with electrified apparatus either alternating or direct 

current or any static device producing a current. 

(C) A wall with sharp pieces such as glass, nails, etc. , placed 

or embedded on the top or sides. 

(D) A fence either entirely of barbed wire and posts or other 

fencing with barbed wire on top. 

EXCEPTION: Barbed wire will be allowed as 
top strands on a security fence around public 
buildings and in commercial and industrial 
areas provided the lower strand is over six (6) 
feet above the ground, unless approved other-
wise by the Building Official. 

(E) A fence placed next to another fence which creates a vacant 

area more than three (3) inches wide and less than twenty-four 

(24) inches. 

EXCEPTION: This fence may be installed pro-
vided the ends and top are closed to entry of 
persons, trash and debris unless approved 
otherwise by the Building Official. 

SECTION 2. Any person, firm or -corporation violating any of the provisions 

of this ordinance shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished by a fine of not more than 

$500.00 and/or imprisonment in the City Jail for not more than six (6) months, or any 

combination of such fine and imprisonment. Every day of such violation shall constitute 

a separate offense. 

SECTION 3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances, sections, subsections, 

phrases, sentences, clauses or paragraphs contained in the Municipal Code of the City 

of Las Vegas, Nevada, 1960, in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this  20thday of  November 	/ 1963. 

ATTEST: 
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The above and foregoing ordinance was first proposed and read by title to the Board of 
Commissioners on the 16th day of October, 1963, and referred to the following committee 
composed of Commissioners 	Fountain 	 and  Whipple 
for recommendation; thereafter the said committee reported favorably on said ordinance 
on the - 20th  day of 	November 	, 1963, which was a  regular  
meeting of said Board; that at said  regular 	meeting the proposed ordinance 
was read by title to the Board of Commissioners as first introduced and adopted by the 
following vote: 

VOTING "AYE": Commissioners Mirabelli, Levy, Fountain, Whipple, and Mayor Gragson 

VOTING "NAY": None 	 ABSENT: None 

APPROVED: 

ATTEST: 

- 

As:si- nt City.0 rk 



Louie Ntratore 67  

rN. 
OTARODUBLIC, IN AND FOR 
ARK COUNTY, NEVADA-7-„ 

. My Commission' Ex014  
September 28, 065--,,:-1 

lr 
_ ■•■■ 

Subscribed and sworn to 
before me 
this day of  DecembAr 19  A 3  1st 

SS 

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION 

STATE OF NEVADA, 
COUNTY OF CLARK 

47, 

Louie Muratore  ___,being first duly sworn deposes 
and says that he is Foreman for the Las Vegas.Review 
Journal, a daily newspaper of general circulation, 
printed and published at Las Vegas, in the County of 
Clark, State of Nevada, and that the attached was 
continously published in said newspaper for a period 
of_AELLW insertions from Nov, 2L,1963  
toDgga_14_1261inclusive, being the issue of 
said newspaper for the following dates to wit: 

November 24, December 1, 1963 

That said newspaper was regularly issued and circu-
lated on each of the dates above named, 

SIGNED 



ORDINANCE NO. 1098 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITL' 
IV, CHAPTER L. OF THE MUNICIPAI 
CODE OF THE CITY OF -LAS VEGAS 
NEVADA. 1960. BY ADDING TO SAID 

' TITLE AND CHAPTER TEN SEPARATE 
SECTIONS TO BE DESIGNATED SEC-
TIONS 51 THROUGH 60, BOTH IN-
CLUSIVE; ALSO AMENDING THE  
"UNIFORM BUILDING CODE, 1961 ED-

, ITION. VOLUME 1," ADOPTED BY 
• SAID TITLE AND CHAPTER BY ADD-

ING THERETO A NEW CHAPTER, TO 
BE DESIGNATED CHAPTER 71, TO 

, PROVIDE RULES AND REGULATIONS 
' RELATING TO FENCES, WALLS AND 
' RETAINING WALLS; PROVIDING FOR 
' OTHER MATTERS PROPERLY RELAT- 
• ING THERETO: PROVIDING PENAL-
,. TIES FOR THE VIOLATION HEREOF: 
. AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES 

OR. PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CON-
, FLICT HEREWITH. 	

. 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS. 
OF THE CITY OF LAS VEGAS DOES 

, ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 
SECTION 1. Title IV. Chapter 1 of 

the Municipal Code of the City of Las 
' Vegas, Nevada, 1960, is hereby amended 
• by adding thereto ten (10) separate sec-
' tions bearing numbers 4-1-51 to 4-1-60, 
. both inclusive, and the "Uniform Build-

tog Code, 1961, Edition, Volume I," 
: adopted by said Title and Chapter is 
• also amended by adding thereto a new 
, chapter (Sections 7101 to 7110. both in-

elusive), to provide as follows: 
CHAPTER 71 	

. 

' FENCES, WALLS AND RETAINING - 
WALLS 

. • 4-1-51: PURPOSE AND SCOPE: 
• Sec. 7101. The purpose of this Chapter 
4 is to provide minimum standards to safe-
s guard life, health, property and public 
, welfare by regulating and controlling the 
! design, quality of materials, workman-
; ship, construction, location. Installation, 
, and maintenance of all fences. walls andl 
, retaining walls. To establish the admini 

Istrative procedure for issuance of per-
' trills. approval of plans and inspections. 
' of the fences, walls and retaining walls. 
1  4-1-52: DEFINITIONS: 
. 	Sec. 7102. (a) Fence: A fence shall 
A be.. defined as a structure of temporary 
, or semipermanent material such as wire, 

screen, wood, or plastic, erected for the 
, purpose of enclosing a piece of land ; 
, or . to divide a piece of land Into dis-

tinct portions. 
: 	(b) Wall: , A wall shall be defined as 

a structure erected of stone, brick, ma. 
sonry, concrete or other similar per-
manent material, raised to some height, 
and intended for purposes of enclosure, 
decoration or division of property. 

(c) Retaining Nall: • A • retaining wall 
is any wall as defined 'above used 'to 
resist the lateral displacement of any 

• material if the difference in .elevation 
. of the material from one side to the 
• other exceeds eighteen (if) inches. 

(d) Fill: Fill shall be defined as any 
_ deposit of soil, rock or other material 
. placed by man. 

4-1-53: APPLICATIONS AND PERMITS: 
' Sec. 7103. (a) Applications: Permits 

for the erection, installation, or construe- 
:• tion of each and every fence, wall or 

retaining wall of the nature set forth 
Iii this Chapter shall be secured lay 
Application to the Department of IWO-

.....,ing and Safety on forms provided whhh 
'.:.,shall cofitain, or have attached theido, 

the following information: . I 
- The name and address of the owrer 
'''of the lot or premises upon which be 
•'fence, wall: or retaining wall is to be 
- , erected. The type of material to be tiled 
-...in the construction, and the lengh, , 
- -height. width, and square footage to be 

.constructed shall be shown. The persm, 
Firm, or corporation doing the erecton i 

. shall be shown. The location of he 
fence, wen or retaining wall shall be 
shown with respect to the lot lines aid 
'the buildings. The application shall 41so 

.'show by certificate that all light stand-
.•-•ards, gas and water meters and lire 
',hydrants shall not be fenced in and that 
,proper clearance will be proVided around 
lothem. For fences, drawings or specifi-
e.,cations need not be submitted unless so 
„requested by the Building Official. For 
Oval's and retaining walls, drawings and 
• -Calculations shall be submitted with the 
• application Showing the wall is designed 
in accordance with the specific loads 
as outlined in this Chapter and the 

-Building Code of the City cif Las Vegas. 
Standard sheets as are available from 
the Department of Building and Safety 
may be used when in the opinion of the 
Building Official their use would be 

	

1 

 

. 	proper and adequate. 
A permit shall be required for each 

lot or separate piece of property in-
volved, 	

 

1  ---Eit-EPTION: When other governmen- : 
tel agencies shall require a subdivision 
fence or tv: -• ' Hong the rear of each lot 

1 -and along the sides of all end lots 
., in a block, these may he placed on one 
permit provided the legal description is 

i,,attached with a plot plan showing the 
-..,,,exact location of the fence or wall. , 

(hi Permits: Permits for the erection. l 
i 'Installation, Or construction of any fence. 
" wall or retaining wall shall be issued ' 
• 'by the Department of Building and Safe- 
• ty to contractors licensed by the State 
•-•of Nevada and the City of Las Vegas 
• to perform such construction. 
•• EXCEPTION: 'Permits may be issued 

••• to the owners of a single family dwell. 
▪ ing or a duplex dwelling to erect a 

fence, wall or retaining wall on their 
.own property. 

; 	All permits required by this Chapter 
- shall be obtained by the person, firm, 

• or corporation doing the work prior to 
any actual work being done. 

(c) Time Limit of Permit: Every per - 
mit issued under the provisions of this • 

$ 	Chapter shall expire by, limitation and 1 
; 	become. null and void, if the work au- ; 
I thorized by such permit is not corn- 
; menced within 60 days from the date 
I of such permit, or If the work is sus . 

I
,  pended or abandoned, at any time after 

the work is comme.nced, for a period of : 

120 days. Before such work can be rec-
ommended a new permit shall be oh-
tamed so so to do, and the fee. therefor 
shall be one half the amount required 
for a new permit for such work, pro-
vided no changes have been made or will 
he made in the/original plans and 
specifications for ;  such work,, and o- ; 
ided further, that such  or 
abandonment has not exceeded one year. I 
If changes have been made or suspen-
sion or abandonment has exceeded one 
year the applicant shall obtain a new I 
Permit and shall pay the fee for a • 
new permit. 

(d)' Suspension or Revocation: The 
Building Official may, in writing, sris-
pend or revoke a permit issued under 
provisions of this Chapter whenever the 
permit is issued in error on the basis ' 
of incorrect information supplied, or in 
violation of any other ordinance or reg-
ulation or any of the provisions of this 
Chapter. The Building Official is hereby 
authorized to .stop the constructionof 
any fence. wall, or retaining wall which 
is being carried on in violation of this 
Chapter or any other ordinance of the 
City of Las Vegas. 

el Stop Work Orders,. Whenever any 
work is. being done contrary to the 
provisions of this Code, the Director, 
Deputy Director. or Senior Building In-

; spector may order the work stopped by , 
notice in writing served on any persons ; 
engaged in the doing or causing such 
work to be done, and any such persons I 
.shall forthwith stop such work until au-
thorized by the Director, Deputy Direc-
tor, or Senior Building Inspector to pro-
ceed with the work. Whenever any work 
has been stopped by the officials above 
for reasons outlined above, a fee of 
ton dollars (. 10.00) shall he paid to the 
City of Las Vegas before any work 
pertaining to the stop order . can again 
commence. 
4-1-54: PERMIT FEES: 

Sec. 7104. A fee for 	each 	fence 
or retaining wall permit shall be paid 
to the Building Official. . 

The determination of the value or val-
uation of the construction performed tin-
der the provisions of this Chapter shall 
he made by the Building Official. The 
fees for the. valitation shall be paid 
as shown in the schedule of fees listed 
in the Building Code of the City of 
Las Vegas. 

For such fences. walls, or retaining $ 
walls that in the opinion of the Building ; 
Official present extenuating circum-
stances in their design, an additional fee 
of twenty dollars ($20.00) for a plan 
check shall he charged. 

Where work for which a; permit is 
required by this Chapter is started or 
proceeded with prior to obtaining said 
permit, the. fees above specified shall 
he doubled. hut the payment; of such 
doubled fee shall not relieve any person 
from fully complying with the require-
ments of this Code in the execution 
of the work nor from any other pen-
alties_nreseribed_herein.  

4-1-55: DECLARATION OF PURPOSE: 1 
Sec. 7105. It is the purpose of this { 

section to provide a just, equitable and I 
practicable method, to be confutative 1 
with and in addition to any other rem-
edy available at law, whereby fences, 
walls and retaining walls which are dil-
apidated, unsafe, dangerous. or are a 
menace to the life, limb, health, property, 
safety and general welfare of the peo-
ple of this City, may be required to 
be repaired or demolished. 

(A) Dangerous Structure. For the pur-
pose of this Chapter, any fence, wall, 
or retaining wall which has any or all 
of the defects hereinafter described shall 
be deemed a "dangerous structure." 

I. Whenever the stress in' any ma-
terials, members or portion thereof, due 
to all dead and live loads, is more than 
the working stress or stress allowed in 
Chapr 23 ' of the Uniform Building Code, 

2. Whenever any portion thereof has 
been damaged by fire, earthquake, wind, 
flood, or by any other cause, in such 1 
manner that the structural strength or 
stability thereof is appreciably less than 
it was before such catastrophe and is 
less than the minimum requirements of 
this Code for a new building of similar 
structure. purpose' or location. 

3. Whenever any portion or member 
or appurtenance thereof is likely to fail. 
or to become detached or dislodged, 

f. or to collapse and thereby injure persons 
or damage. property. 

4. Whenever any portion, member, or 
appurtenance, on the exterior thereof is 
not of sufficient strength or stability, 
or is not so anchored, attached, or fas-
tened in place so as to be capable of 
resisting the ..force of wind pressure 
of 15 lbs.-sq. ft. without exceeding the 
working stresses • permitted in Uniform 
Building Code, 

5. Whenever any portion thereof has 
settled to such an extent that walls 
or other structural portions have ma-
terially less resistance to winds or earth-
quakes than is required in the Case of 
new construction. 

6. Whenever the structure, or any pm-
lion thereof, because of dilapidation, de-
terioration, decay., faulty construction, or 
because of the removal or movement 
of sonie portion of the ground necessary 
for the purpose of supporting such struc-
ture or portion thereof, or other cause, 
is likely to partially or completely col-
lapse. or some portion of the founda-
tion or underpinning is likely to fall or 
give away. 

7. Whenever. for any reason whatso-
ever, the structure, or any portion there-
of, is manifestly unsafe for the purpose 
for which it is used. 	' 

R. Whenever the structure lists, leans, 
or buckles to ,stich an extent that a 
plumb line passing through the center 
of gravity falls outside the middle third 
of the base. 

9. Whenever the structure, exclusive 
of the foundation, shows 3:1 per cent or 
more damage or -deterioration to the 
supporting member or members, or 50 
per cent of damage or deterioration of 
a non-supporting member. 

10 Whenever the structure has been 
so damaged by fire, wind, earthquake 
or flood, or has become so dilapidated 
or deteriorated as to become -an at-
tractive nuisance to children who might 
play therein to their danger. 

11. Any strutture which has been con-
structed, or which now exists or is 
maintained in violation of any specific 
requirement or prohibition applicable to 
such structure as set forth in the Uni-
form Building Code in force at that 
time, or of any law or ordinance of this 
state or city relating to the condition, 
location or construction of such structure. 

(B) Other Definitions: For the purpose 
of this Section, certain abbreviations 
terms, phrases, words and their deriva-
tives shall be construed as specified in 
this Section. Words used in the singular 
include the plural, and the plural the 
singular. WordS used in the masculine 
include the feminine, and the feminine 
the masculine. Terms, words, phrases 
and their derivatives used but not spec-
ifically defined in this Section shall have 
the meaning defined in this Chapter or 
in Chapter 4 of the Uniform Building 
code. 

'Department," unless . otherwise speci-
fied, shall mean the Department of Build-
ing artd_Safetv_of_the_Citv_of_Las Vegas. 



(C) Dangereus Structures—Nuisances: 
All . dangerous structures within t h e 
terms of this Chapter are hereby de-
clared to be public nuisances and shall 
be repaired or demolished as hereinafter 
provided. 

(0) Inspection — When Requested: 
The head of the Department of Building I 
and Safety shall cause any fence, wall, 
or retaining wall to be inspected for 
the purpose of determining whether or 
not it is a dangerous structure within 
the meaning of this Section, in any of 
the following events: 

1. Whenever any person files with the 
Department Of Building and Safety a 
verified complaint wherefrom there is, 
in the opinion of the Department, prob. 
able cause to believe that the fence. 
wall, or retaining wall is a dangerous 
structure. 

2. Whenever any member of the Fire 
Department, Police Department, 	or 
Health Department of this City transmits 
to the Department of Building and Safe-
ty a written report from the facts of 
which there is probable cause to be. 

'Hove that the fence, wall, or retaining 
wall is' a dangerous structure. 

3. Whenever any member of the Build-
' ing Inspection Department files with the 
head- of the Departnient a written report 
wherefrom there is, in the opinion of 
the Head of the Department, probable 
cause' to believe that the fence, wall, 
or retaining wall is dangerous. 	- 

(E). Duties of Department of Building 
and Safety: When requested within the 
terms of paragraph (D), the Department 
of Building and Safety shall cause any 
fence, wall, or retaining wall designated 
to be inspected. The employee who per-
forms such inspection shall, in this Sec-
tion, be referred to as the "Building 
Inspector," and may be the Head of 
the Department of Building and Safety. 

(F) Report of Building Inspector: Up-
on the completion of the inspection, the 
Building Inspector shall file with the De-
partment a written report setting forth 
the facts as the condition of the fence, 
wall, or retaining wall and the work 
needed to be done thereon; all in such 
form as the Department may direct. 

(G) Department of Building .and Safety 
to Act on Report: If the Head of the 
Department of Building and Safety shall 
determine, from the report of the Build-
ing Inspector, that there is probable 
cause to believe that the fence, wall, 
or retaining wall Is a dangerous aline-
tare, he shall, in writing, notify the rec-
ord owner or joint owners of the fence, 

I wan or retaining Wall In question that 

it is a dangerous structure within the 
terms' of this Section, and order such ! 
to he repaired, or demolished, and shall 

!give such owner or owners thirty (30) 
.days in which to comply, if said owner 
'or owners refuse or fail In comply with 
the written request, the Board of City 
ICommissioners may authorize the re-
pair or iiemonlition of said dangerous 
/structure by such means as it may deern 

• j advisable. The cost thereof shall he 
paid front City funds and assessed 
'against the property or properties upon 
which the particular structure is located. 
The assessment shall be a lien on the 
!property or properties concerned and 
I said lien may be foreclosed in the same 
manner as other liens are enforced. 

In case of a catastrophe, such as' fire. 
earthquake, flood or explosion, the head 
,of the department., in the case of actual 
and immediate danger of failure or col-
lapse of a fence, wall, or retaining wall 
or portions thereof, so as to endanger 
life or property. may order and require 
immediate corrective action. He shall, 
when necessary for the public safety, 
temporarily close sidewalks, streets, 
buildings, structures and places adja-
cent to the fences, walls or retaining 
walls and 'prohibit the same lions being 
used until emergency measures have 
been taken to remove all possible hag- 

l ards to life and property. 
4-1-56: FENCES: 

Sec. 7106. (Al Design: Fences shall 
be designed, to, resist the, lateral force 

.101  the wind . in this area in accordance 
I with the Building Code of the City of 
Las Vegas. The maximum spacing of 
supports shall be eight (a) feet unless 
verified, otherwise by approved (resign 
procedure. The stresses far the mater-
ials used (wood, wire, steel, plastic, 
etc.) 'shall he' as those listed in the ,e 
Building Code. All posts or pillars used 
as' support shall he placed in the ground 
a minimum of twelve (12) inches, 

cl• of sound material in ac- ' 
( h) Construction: The .fences shall bl 

constructe  
cordance with accepted construction prim-

! doles.' 
(C) Inspection: All fence's, wil,h the 

lexception of small decorative fences of 
less than forty (40) square feet, shall 

1  have a separate permit,. one for each 
parcel of property involved, except where 
jointly owned, the property owner with 
the largest portion of fencing shall se-
cure the permit. The following inspec-
(ions will be made on these permits. 
and it shall be the responsibility of 

, the person. or persons who take out 
the permit, to notify the department 
Shun the inspection may be made: 

(1) Location: The location inspection 
Is to determine the relationship of the 
fence to the Property In accordance 
with zoning requirements. This may be 
made at any time before or during 

- the final inspection, at such time as 
the permittee may choose. 

(2) Final: The final inspection Is to 
determine that the height and location 
lof the fence conforms to the zoning or-
dinance of the City of Las Vegas, and 
the construction conMrms to the re-
quirements of this Chapter. 
4-1-57: WALLS: 

Sec. 7107. (a) Design: Walls shall he 
designed to resist the lateral force of 
the wind in this area in accordance 

. with the Building Code of, the City of 
Las Vegas. The stresses lot' the . ma-
terials used (concrete, masonry, brick, 
adobe, stone. etc.) shall be as listed 
in. the Building Code. The minimum 
stresses shall be used unless special 
provisions are made for special inspec-
tion. All walls are to be reinforced 
unless designed otherwise by approved 
design Procedure. 

(b) Construction: Walls are to be con-
structed in accordance with the require-
ments for the particular material as 
outlined in the Building Code of the City 

fof Las Vegas. 
f e) Inspection: All walls shall have 

a separate permit, one for each parcel 
of property involved, except where wall 
is jointly owned the property owner hay-
jaw the largest portion of wall shall 
secure the permit. 

The following inspections shall be 
made on such permits, and it shall be 

, the responsibility of the permittee to 
' notify the Department when the inspec-
. lions may be made: 

(1) Location. The location inspection , 
is to determihe the relationship 'of the, 
wall to the property, in accordance with 
zoning requirements, and may be made 
at the time of the footing inspection. 
- (2) Footing. The footing inspection Is 
determine that the footing is of proper 
width and depth and properly reinforced, 
in accordance with the design proposed. 

(3) Wall Steel. The inspection of the 
I wall steel shall be made after the wall 
i reaches, its full height, and prior to 
I grouting, to ascertain that it is properly 
i placed, as proposed. 

(4) Final. The final inspection is to 
ascertain that the height' and location 
of the wall conforms to the zoning re-
quirements and that the wall is properly 
,grouted and top finished, as proposed, 
l4-1 ,5S: RETAINING WA LLS : 
i Sec. 7105. (A) Design. Retaining walls 
shall be designed to resist the lateral 
IPressure of the retained material, de-
!ermined in accordance with accepted 
engineering principles. 

i The said characteristics and design cri-
Julia necessary for such a determina-
1  lion shall be obtained from a special 
!foundation investigation performed by an 
agency acceptable to the Building Of. 
Tidal. The Building Official shall ap-
prove such characteristics and criteria 
after having received a- written opin-
ion, together with substantiating evi-
thance_from_Lhe_investizationagency,. . 

EXCEPTION: 	Freestanding 
which are not over 15' in height, or 
basement walls which have spans of 15' 
or less between supports may be design-
ed in accordance with Subsection lb) 
of this Section. 

The minimum stresses of any material 
shall he used unless special provisions 
are made for special inspection. Proper 
provisions shall be made for expansion 
and contraction. 

(b) Arbitrary Design Method. Walls 
which retain drained earth and come 
within the limits of the exception to 
Subsection (a), of this Section may be 
designed for an assumed earth pressure 
4,iquivalent to that exerted by a fluid 
Weighing not less than shown in Table i 

--- 	 — --- 
'A, A vertical component equal to one-
third of the horizontal force so obtained 
may he as

'
sumed at. the plane of ap-

plication of the force. 
_ TABLE A 

Surface Slope of 	 . 	Equivalent 
Retained Materials. . 
floriz. to ,Vert. . 	 lb-ft 

LEVEL 	 . 	
. 	

30 
5 to 1 	 32 

I 	4 to 1 	 :Is 
3 to 1 	 30 

I 	2 to 1 	 41 
; 	11/2 to I ' 	 55 
' 	I to 1 	 HO 
' • Where the surface slope of the 

retained earth varies, the design slope 
shall be obtained by connecting a line il 
from the top of the wall to the highest 
point. of the slope, whose limits are 
within the horizontal distance from 

, the stem equal to the stein height 
of the wall. 
The depth of the retained earth shall 

be the vertical distance below th. 
ground surface measured at the wall 
j face for stein 'design or Measured at 
the heel of the footing for overturning 
and sliding. 

,. (c) Surcharge. Any superimposed load-
mg. except retained earth, shall be con-
sidered as surcharge and provided for 
in the design. Uniformity distributed loads ; 
may be considered as equivalent added 
depth of retained earth. Surcharge load-
ing due to continuous or isolated foot-
ings shall be determined by the fol-
lowing formulas or by an equivalent 
method approved by the Building Offi-

r cial. 
i Resultant. Lateral Force. 
I (Refer to Diagrams on file in City 
I Clerk's office in City Hall) 
I Where: 
R — Resultant lateral force measured 
in pounds per foot of ,wall width. 
P — Resultant surcharge load of con-
tinuous or isolated footings measured 
in pounds per foot of length parallel 
to the wall. 
x — Distance of resultant load from 
back face of wall_ measured in feet. 
h — Depth below point of application 
of surcharge loading to top of wall 
footing measured in feet. 
d — Depth of lateral resultant below 
point of application of surcharge lead. 
jog measured in feet. - 

-1 h 
x 

tan 	— The angle in radians whose 
tangent Is equal. 
to 	x 	• 

— 	 . 
h 	- 	 . 

Loads applied within a horizontaldis-
tance equal to the. wall stern height. 
measured from the back face of the 
wall, shall be considered as surcharge. 

For isolated. footings having a width 
. parallel to the wall less than 3 feet. 

"R"may he reduced to I/6the the cal-
culated value. 

The resultant lateral force "R" shall 
he assumed to be uniform for the 
length of footing parallel to. the wall. 
and to diminish uniformly to zero at 
the distance "X" beyond the ends of 
the footing. • 

Vertical pressure due In surcharge ap-
plied to the top of the wall footing 
may be 'considered to spread . uniformly 
within the limits of the stem and planes 
making an angle of 95 degrees with 

. th.a_uoriicRi 



(d) Bearing Pressure and Overturn- 1 
inc.: The maximum vertical bearing I 
pressure under any retaining wall shall ' 
not exceed that allowed in the Building 
Code except as provided for by a spe-
cial foundation investigation. The re-
sultant of vertical loads and lateral 
pressures shall pass through ,  the middle 
one-third of the base. 

tel Friction and Lateral Soil Pres-
sures: Retaining walls shall be re-

, strained against sliding by friction of 
the base against the earth, by lateral 
resistance of the soil, or by a com-
bination of the two. Allowable friction 
and lateral soil values shall not ex-
ceed those allowed in the Building Code 
except as provided by a special founda-
tion investigation. 

When used, keys shall be assumed 
to lower the plane of frictional rests. 
tance and the depth, of lateral hearing 
to the level of the bottom of the key. 
Lateral hearing pressures Shall be as.' 
,storted to act on a vertical plane In-
'cated at the toe Of the footing. 4 

(f) Construction: No retaining wall, 
shall be constructed of wood. The 
walls are to be constructed in aCcOrd-
ance with the requirements of the par-
ticular material as outlined in the 
Building Code. 
( (g) Special Conditions: Whenever, In 
the opinion of thq Building official, the 
'adequacy of the foundation material to 
'support a wall is questionable, the un-
jusual surcharge condition exists, or 
whenever the retained earth is too 
!stratified or of such a character as to I 
invalidate normal design assumptions, he 
may require a special foundation inves-
tigation before approving any permit for , 
such a wall. 

(h) Inspections: All retaining walls ' 
shall have a separate permit, one for 
each parcel of, property involved exceptl 
where it is jointly owned the property%, 
with the largest portion shall have the 
permit. The following inspections shall 
be made on these permits and it shall 
be the responsibility of the permittee 
In notify the Department when the 
spection may he made: 

1 
(2) Footing. The footing inspection 1s,  

to determine the footing to be of proper, 
width and depth and properly reinforced 
in accordance with the proposed design. 

(3) Wall Steel. The wall steel is tol 
be inspected at regular intervals (asl 
specified in the Building Code for the, 
particular . material) before pouring of/ 
grout or concrete to ascertain that it 
'is properly placed in accordance with 
Ithe proposed design. 

' '(4) Bond Beam. When masonry mater-, 
; ial is used, the bond beam inspec-
tion shall be made to -  ascertain that 

. Iproper steel is in place, and each bond  

ibeam shaU he Inspected in the intet -3, 

th
ral as thby appear 	 f ,  in the height o

e wall. 	.. 
(5) Final. 'Die final inspection Is to 

be made to determine that all work 
is complete, that the wall is finished 
off. the "deadmen," if required are 
properly tied to wall. Weep holes are 
clear. and . properly spaced, expansion 
and contraction joints are installed as 
required, and that the material retained 
is at the proper elevation. 
4-1-59: PUBLIC PROPERTY:- 

Sec '71119. No fence, wall, or retain-
ing wall shall be constructed on any 
public thoroughfare or other public prop-
erty. 

EXCEPTION: Where the front or side 
properly line does not' coincide with 
the sidewalk, a fence may he installed 
hack of the sidewalk provided all me-
ters, light standards and the like are 
left open. and further that the fence 
be removed' when required so by the 
City. 

4-1-60: PROHIBITED FENCES' AND 
WALLS: 

S'ec. 7110. The following types of fenc-
es and walls shall not be installed in 
the City of Las Vegas: 

(A) A fence with sharp pointed pic-
kets, posts or stakes in which the tope 
of the point is less than three-quarters 
(1/4) of an inch in its least dimension. 

(B) A fence with electrified appara-
tus either alternating or direct current 
or any static device producing a cur-
rent. 
; (C) A wall with sharp pieces such, 

l as glass, nails, etc., placed or embed-
;ded on the top or sides. 

(D) A fence either entirely of barbed 
mire and posts or other fencing with 
ibathed wire on top. 

EXCEPTION: Barbed wire will be al-
lowed as top strands on a security 
fence around public buildings and in 
commercial and industrial areas pro-
vided the lower strand is over six (6) 
feet above the ground, unless ap-
proved otherwise by the Building Of-
ficial. 
(E) A fence placed next to another 

, fence which creates a vacant area more 
than three (3) inches wide and less 

)titan twenty-four (24) inches. 
EXCEPTION: This fence may be in-
stalled provided the ends add top are 
closed to entry of persons, trash and 
debris unless approved otherwise by 
the Building Official, 
SECTION 2. Any person, firm or cor-

poration violating any of the provisions 
of this ordinance shall, upon conviction 
thereof, be punished by a fine of not 
more than $500.00 and-or imprisonment 
in the City Jail for not, more than six 
(6) months or any combination of such 
fine, and imprisonment. Every day of 
such violation shall constitute a separate 
offense. . 

SECTION :3. All ordinances or parts 
of ordinances, sections, subsections, 
phrases, sentences, clauses or para-
graphs contained in the Municipal Code 
of the City of Las Vegas, Nevada. 1960, 
-in conflict herewith are hereby re-
pealed. 

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED 
THIS 201H DAY OF November. 1963. 

(s) Oran K. GRAGSON 
Mayor 

APP EST: 
(s) SIGRlD DODGSON 
ASSISTANT CITY CLERK 
The above and foregoing ordinance was 
(first proposed and read by title to the 
I,Board of Commissioners on the 16th 
(day of October, 1963, and referred to 
the following committee composed of 
;Commissioners Fountain and Whipple for 
recommendation: thereafter the said 
committee reported favorably on said 
ordinance on the; 20th day of November, 
1963, which was a regular meeting of 
said Board; that at said regular meetingi 
the proposed ordinance was read by title 
to the Board of Commissioners as firs4 
introduced and adopted by the following, 
vote: 

VOTING "AYE": Commissioners Mira-
bell', Levy, Fountain, Whipple, and May-
or Gragson 

VOTING "NAY": None 
ABSENT None. 

(s) ORAN K. GRAGSON 
MAYOR 

Arr EsT: 
(s) SIGRID DODGSON 
Assistant City Clerk 
Nov. 24, Dec. 1. 

(1) Location: The location Inspection is 
to determine the relationship of the 
wall to the property in accordance with 
the zoning requirements and may he 
made at the time of the footing in; 
spection. 








