
ORDINANCE NO. 1539 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE IX, OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF LAS VEGAS, 
1960 EDITION, BY ADDING THERETO A NEW CHAPTER TO BE DESIGNATED CHAPTER 18 
ENTITLED "UNDERGROUND REGULATIONS" TO PROVIDE THE PURPOSE THEREFORLI-,--DEFINI-
TIONS, REQUIREMENTS OF UTILITY COMPANIES, EXCEPTION, EMERGENCY, OR UNSUAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES, OTHER EXCEPTIONS, AND RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CITY; PROVIDING 
OTHER MATTERS PROPERLY RELATING THERETO; PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATIONS 
HEREOF; AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT 
HEREWITH. 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF LAS VEGAS DOES ORDAIN AS 

FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. Title IX, of the Municipal Code of the City of Las Vegas, Nevada, 1960 

Edition, is hereby amended by adding thereto a new Chapter designated Chapter 18 entitled 

"Underground Regulations" to read as follows: 

CHAPTER 18 

UNDERGROUND REGULATIONS 

9,18-1 	Purpose: In order to improve the aesthetic appearance of the 

city, the purpose of this chapter is to establish a program for 

the removal of poles, overhead wires and associated structures 

of existing electric and communications facilities and to require 

that all new power distribution and communications lines be 

placed underground. 

9-18-2 	Definitions: For the purpose of this Chapter, the following 

definitions shall apply: 

"City": Shall mean the City of Las Vegas, a Municipal Corporation 

of the State of Nevada. 

"Board": Shall mean Board of Commissioners of the City of Las 

Vegas, Nevada. 

"Customer": Shall mean individuals, firms, corporations, partner-

ships, and their agents utilizing the services of the utility. 

"Utility": Shall include all persons or entities supplying electric, 

communication or similar or associated service by means of 

electrical means or devices. 

"Poles and overhead wires and associated overhead structures". 

9-48-3 , 	Requirements of Utility Companies 

The Utility will construct, own, operate and maintain underground 

lines along public streets, roads, and highways which the Utility 

has a legal right to occupy, and on public lands and private 
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property across which rights of way and easements have been 

obtained whenever there is a requirement to rebuild, replace, 

or move an existing distribution line, or to build a new distri-

bution line subject to the following conditions: 

A. Such lines are 500 feet or more in length. 

B. Customers will be given an opportunity by the 

Utility Company to continue their service underground by 

providing the necessary trenching between the service point 

and the meter. The Utility will provide and install the necessary 

wiring , conduit and appurtenances up to 100 feet from the service 

Point. In the event a customer refuses to cooperate, a service 

stub pole will be provided by the Utility and the service connec-

tion will remain overhead. 

C. If the majority of customers adjoining the line being 

replaced do not agree to the undergrounding as given above, this 

will be cause for application for continuation of overhead service 

by the Utility. 

	

9-18-4 	Exception, Emergency, or Unusual Circumstances. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of this ordinance, overhead 

facilities may be installed and maintained for a period, not 

to exceed ten (10) days in order to provide emergency service. 

The Board may grant special permission, on such terms as they 

may deem appropriate, in cases of unusual circumstances, 

without discrimination as to any person or utility, to erect, 

construct, install, maintain, use or operate poles, overhead 

wires, and associated overhead structures. Application for such 

special permission shall be filed with the Director of Public 

Works, and shall be transmitted by him to the Board along with 

his recommendation regarding the granting or denial of such 

application. The action of the Board in consideration of the 

application shall be final and binding. 

	

9-/8 - 5 	Exception Municipal Equipment. 

The provisions of this ordinance shall not apply to poles used 

exclusively for fire alarm boxes or any other municipal equipment 
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under the supervision and to the satisfaction of the Director 

of Public Works or to poles and overhead wires and associated 

,i5Ve'rhead structures used exclusively for street lighting. 

9-18-6 	Other Exceptions. 

The City may authorize any or all of the following exceptions: 

A. Any municipal facilities or equipment installed 

under the supervision and to the satisfaction of the Director 

of Public Works. 

B. Poles and appurtenances used exclusively for street 

lighting. 

C. Poles, overhead wires, and associated overhead 

structures used for the transmission of electrical energy at 

nominal voltages in excess of 15,000 volts. 

D. Overhead wires attached to the exterior surface of a 

building by means of a bracket or other fixture and extending 

from one location on the building to another location on the same 

building or to an adjacent building without crossing any public 

street. 

E. Equipment appurtenant to underground facilities, such 

as surface mounted transformers, pedestal mounted terminal boxes 

and meter cabinets, and concealed ducts. 

F. Temporary poles, overhead wires and associated over-

head structures used or to be used in conjunOtion with construction 

projects. 

9-18-7 	Responsibility of the City. 

The City shall remove at its own expense all City-owned equipment 

from poles required to be removed upon notification by the Utility 

that such work is necessary. 

SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances, sections, subsections, 

phrases, sentences, clauses or paragraphs contained in the Municipal Code of the City 

of Las Vegas, Nevada, 1960 Edition, in conflict herewith, are hereby repealed. 

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 6th day of 	October 	, 1971. 

APPROVED: 

4kgui 
ORAN K. GRAGNON, MAYOR 
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ATTEST: . 

Edwina M. Cole, ,City Clerk 

The above and foregoing ordinance was first proposed and read by title to the Board of 
Commcssioners on the 15th day of September, 1971, and referred to the following committee 
composed of Commissioners 	Thornley 	and 	Morelli 	for recommenda- 
tion; , thereafter the said committee reported favorably on said ordinance on the  6th day of 

October 	, 1971, which was a 	regular  meeting of said Board; that at said 
regular 	meeting the proposed ordinance was read by title to the Board of 

Commissioners as first introduced and adopted by the following vote: 

VOTING "AYE": Commissioners Franklin, Morelli, Coblentz, Thornley and Mayor Gragson 

VOTING "NAY": 	None 	 ABSENT: 	None 

APPROVED: 

0-44ftArf-i. ORAN K. GRAGSON ,firvlAYOR. 

ATTEST: 

Edwina M. Cole, City Clerk 



AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLIdiL TI9N 	4-- 
02 
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STATE OF NEVADA, { 	 I /7  7/ 
COUNTY OF CLARK 

ROBERT E. HUNTER 	
Ci- k'iyic 

	 , being first duly sworn, 

COMPOSING ROOM FOREMAN 
deposes and says: That he ig 	of the 
LAS VEGAS SUN, a daily newspaper of general circulation, printed and published 
at Las Vegas, in the County of Clark, State of Nevada, and that the attached was 
continuously published in said newspaper for a period of 8 Days 

from October 9, 1971 	to October 16, 1971 

inclusive, being the issues of said newspaper for the following dates, to -wit: 

October 9, 16, 1971 

That said newspaper was regularly issued and circulated on each of the dates 
above named. 

Signed.------ ""--------)---Z"' 	-..-----_____.. /6.L.....--. 
. 
\\ 

. 	 A.Abscribed and sworn to before me this 1.9t11, 
RUTHE V. DEEM cl?Y of October, 1974. j 

Notary Public—StF.t- ,  -f -,./:f.cla  

COUNTY OF CLARK 	1 . 	 '''' --.21.4* ../C...,•(--A----A— 	I / 
My Commission Expires April 14, 1973 j 

	 a 
_ My Commission Expires 

Notary Public in and for Clark County, Nevada 
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I 11 - 1..=U "UNuEiGt.r.uLli9u I 
LATIONS" TO PROVIDE THE FUR- ` 
POSE i HEREI-ux, lui9 4, 
REQUIREMENTS OF" UTILITY 
COMPANIES, EXCEP HON, ErviER-
GENLY, • OR UNopUAL CIRCUM-
STANCES, OTHER EXCEP 'LANs, 

rti-SPui94, o LI . ' V LiF rio 
CITY; PROVIDING OTHER' MAT-
'RS 'PROPERLY •RELA1 ING 

.rhIERETO; PROVIDING PENAL-
TIES FOR, THE .V101-At IUNS 
HEREOF: AND REPEALING ALL 
UROINANCES AND PAR . ' S OF OR-
DINANCES IN .  CONFLICT HERE-
MI 1H 

THE BOARD OF COMMIS-
SIONERS OF THE .CITY OF LAS 
VEGAS DOES ORDAIN AS FuL-
LOWS: 

SECTION .1. Title IX, of the Mu-
nicipal Lode of the, City at Las 
Vegas, Nevada, 1960 trillion, is 
bereoy amenuea by adding thereto a 
.••••Av Chapter aesignaied Chuther 18 
entitled„,2Underground Regulations" 
to read as ....t0iiow5: 

. 	. CHAPTER 18 
UNDERGROUND REGULATIONS 

9-18-1 Purpose: in oraer to improve 
the aesthelic appearance 07 the 
city, the purpose at this chapter is 
to establish a Program tor the 
removal of Doles, overhead wires 
and associated structures of exist-
ing electric and communications 
facilities and to • require that all 
new power. distribution . and com-
munications lines be • placed un-
derground. 

9-18-2 Definitions: For the purpose Of 
thIS Chapter, the following defini-
tions shall apply: ' 

• "City": 'Shall mean the City of 
Las Vegas, a Municipal. Corpora-
tion of the State of -Nevada. 

"Board": Shall mean' Board of 
Commissioners of the City' of Las 
Vegas, Nevada. 

"Customer": Shall Mean individ-
uals, firms, -corporations, part-

. nerships, and their agents utilizing, 
the services of the utility. ' 

• "Utility": Shall include all per-
sons or entitles supplying electric, 

• communication or similar or as-
sociated service by means of elec-
trical means or devices. 
...Poles and overhead wires and 

associated overhead structures." 
9-18-3 Requirements of Utility Com-

panies . — The Utility will con-
struct, own, 'operate and maintain 
underground • lines along public 
streets,. roads, and highways which 
the .Utility had p legal right to oc-
cupy, and on public .• lands and 
private property across which 
righti•.of • way • and easements have 
been obtained whenever, there is-
requirement to rebuild, replace, or 
move an existing distribution line, 
or to build a new distribution line 
subiect .  to the following - conditions: 
.A.. Such lines are 500 feet or 

' more in length. 
13;• Customers will be given an 

opportunity by the . Utility Com-
pany to continue their service 'un- -  

: dergrOund by providing the neges-
' sari trenching  between the service 

Point and the meter. The Utility 
will provide and install.. the feces.' 
sory wiring conduit and appur-
tenances up to 100 feet from the 
service paint. In the event a cus-
tomer refuses to cooperate, a ser-
vice stub- pole will be provided by 
the Utility and the service connec -
tion will. remain overhead. 

• C. If the maiority of customers I 

adjoining the line being replaced 
do not agree to the undergrounding 
as given above, this will be cause 
for application for continuation of 
overhead service by the Utility. 

9-18-4 Exception, Emergency, or Un- 1  
Usual Circumstances — Notitiith:, 
standing the 'provisions of 'this 
dinance, overhead facilities may bel 
installed and maintained for ci 
.Period, not to exceed ten' (10) days 
in 'order to provide emergency,ser-
vice. The Board may grant, special 

. Permission, ,on such terms,as-,they 
may deem appropriate, ih cases- of 
unusual circumstances, without dis-
crimination as to'. any persen ) or 
utility, to erect, construct,. Install, 
maintain, use or operate poles,. 
overhead 'wires, and. associated 
overhead .structures. :AppliCaticut 

, for such special permission shall 
be filed with the Director of Public 
Works, and shall be transmitted by 
him to the Board along with his 

, recommendation ,regarding 	the, 
granting or ;  denial' of such applica-
tion. The action of the ,Bo'ard' in 
Consideration of the .application 
shall be final and binding. 

9-se-5--.9.ception Municipal EquiP- I 
ment — The provisions of this or-
ordinance shall not apply to 'poles 
used exclusively 'for fire alarm 
boxes or any other;municipal eq,uip'• 
meat udder the supervision and to 

-the satisfaction at the 'Director Of 
Public Works' or to' ,  poles and 
overhead wires and associated 
overhead structures used exclu-
sively for street lighting. 

9-18-6 Other Exceptions — The City 
may authorize any, or all ...of the 
following exceptions:  

A. Any, municipal facilities- oi- .  
equipment Installed under the su-
pervision and to the satisfaction of 
the Director of: Public Works.. 

B. Poles and appurtenances used 
exclusively for street lighting. 

C. Poles, overhead wires, and as-
sedated overhear structures used 
for' the trantmission of 'electrical, 
energy at nominal .voltages, .1n, 
excess of 15,000 volts': - 

I  D. •01/erheoci wires attachecrlg' 
..the exterior sulage .  of a 'building. 
by means of a bracket or other fix-
ture and extendinejfrom .one.- Inca-
Mon on the building to another 
location on the same building or to 
on adiacent building without cross- , 
lag any public street. • - 

E. Equipment appurtenant to un-
derground facilities, such as sur-
face mouthed transformers, pedes-
tal mounted terminal boxes .and 
'meter cabinets, and concealed 
ducts. 

F. Temporary poles,. overhead , 
wires and associated overhead 

- - — - - 
structures used or to be used In 
conlunctIon with ,construction Proj-
ects. ' 

9.18-7 -  Responsibility of '4, '  

The City shall remove at its own 
expense all City-owried eauipmént 
f-i‘m nails required to be removed 
UPOpi notification .by the .Uplity that 

.work is necessary.. -- 
SECTION 2. All *ordinances or 

ports of ordinanCée,'• sections, sub-
sections, phrases, sentences, 'clauses 
or nnragrarths contained in the Mu-
nicipal Code of the City of Las 
Vegus, Nevada, 1960 edition, in con-
flict herewith, are herby repealed. 

'PASSED, ADOPTED'AND, 
PROVED this 6thl day of OCtober," 

AP ROVED: 
• , 	(5) Oran ,K. Creosol", 

ORAN, K.:GRAGSON, Mayor-
ATTEST: 	"' ' 	. 
(s) 'Edwina 0A Cfo .„' 

	
- 

EDWINA M.. cg4g,, C ity - Clerk • ; • 

The 06:4. an .d. foregoing "or diniNce  
• Was first proposed and. read' bY :fltle 
.toi the Board of Commissioners on 
the 15th day of SePtember, 1911; and 
referred to. the I follOwing committee' 
composed of Commissioners Thorthey 
ond ' Morelli for, recommendation: .  
thereafter the said "committee - repert-
edl favorably', on' said ordinance on 
'the 6th day of October, 1971, which 
was. a; regular,. meeting 	, 
Board; that at • said regulor 	meet no 
the proposed OrdinariCe was read by.  
title to the Board of Commissioners, 
at' first introduced" and adopter' ,bY . " 
the following vote: , ' , 
• VOTING '"AYE . ••Cerrncntssionere" 
Franklin, ,porelli, Coblenz, Thorniey 
and Mayor Gragson. 

VOTING "NAY": None. 
ABSENT , - None.. 

. APPROVED: . •', 
.• (s) Ora6.40. 2pragson 

...(04AN K. GRAGSON, Mayon-
'ATTEST: , . 
(s) Edwina M. Cole . 
EDWINA M. COLE, City Clerk 
(SEAL). 	- 
Pub. Oct. 9,16, 1971 


