
R-29-2023

1 CITY  OF  LAS  VEGAS  DESERT  EDGE  AND  OUTDOOR  RECREATION  RESOLUTION

2 WHEREAS,  tlie  outdoor  recreation  areas  witliin  tlie  City  of  Las  Vegas  and  Soutliern  Nevada  region

3 provide  numerous  important  econoinic,  social,  and environi'nental  benefits,  including  cleaner  air,  access  to

4 low-impact  enlianced  public  liealtli,  and ii'icreased  propeity  values;  and

5 WHEREAS,  Soutliern  Nevada's  natural  environment  and  tlie  Mojave  Desert  contain  sensitive  native

6 plant  species  including  Josliua  Trees,  Creosote,  Mojave  Yucca,  and  native  ai'iiinal  species  such  as the  Moliave

7 Desert  Tortoise,  Mount  Cliarleston  Blue  Butterfly,  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo,  and Southwestern  Willow

8 Flycatclier  and otliers  tliat  are protected  under  the Clark  County  Multi  Species  Habitat  Conservation  Plan

9 (MSHCP);  and

10 WHEREAS,  tlie  Soutliern  Nevada  Public  Lands  Management  Act  (SNPLMA)  allows  the  Bureau  of

11 Land  Management  to sell  public  land  within  a specific  boundary  around  Las  Vegas;  a portion  of  the revenue

12 froin  auctioned  sales  is eligible  to fund  developi'nent  of  parks,  trails,  natural  areas,  and other  recreational  and

i3 public  purposes,  conservation  initiatives  on Federal  lands,  and eiwironinentally  sensitive  land  acquisitions;

14 and

15 WHEREAS,  t)ie  City  of  Las  Vegas  2050  Master  Plan  (Ordinance  6788,  adopted  by the  City  Council

16 on JLIIY 21, 2021) includes a Natural Features section, whicli establislies sliort and long term goals to protect

17 native  ei'idangered  or  tlireatened  species  and  their  liabitats,  restore  and  protect  natural  areas  and  arroyos  along

18 t)ie  "desert  edge"  wliere  tlie  built  and natural  environinent  transition,  preserve  and maintain  existing  open

19 space  and  paitner  with  outside  organizations,  agencies,  and  businesses  on open  space  and  park  matters;  and

20 WHEREAS,  tlie  Kyle  Canyon,  La  Madre  Foothills,  Lone  Mountain,  and  Nu  Wav  Kaiv  areas  of  the

21 City  of  Las  Vegas  2050  Master  Plan  designate  goals  to improve  open  space  coimections  and  to increase  the

22 ai'nount  of  park  space  per  resident;  and

23 WHEREAS,  the  City  is developing  the  Imagine  LV  Parks  systein  plan  as an expanded  recreation  and

24 open  space elei'nent  of  tlie 2050  Master  Plan,  wliicli  includes  discussion  on outdoor  recreation  and tlie

25 definition  of  outdoor  recreation  reflected  in tliis  resolution,  as well  as opportunities  to en)iance  outdoor

26 activities  aim ainenities  for  hikers,  bikers,  inointain  bikers,  i'nountain  clii'nbers,  equine  activities,  as well  as



1 existing  and  future  opportunities  for  parks,  open  space,  and outdoor  recreation  along  tlie  City's  desert  edge;

2 and

3 WHEREAS,  tlie  City  lias  constructed  a nui'nber  of  parks  and  trails  using  SNPLMA  and otlier  funding

4 sources  for  locations  along  tlie  desert  edge,  including  Trigono  Hills  Park  and Buckskin  Cliff  Shadows  Park,

5 and  plans  to develop  parks  and  open  spaces  at identified  parcels  in tlie  City's  nortliwestern  areas,  including

6 tliose  tliat  connect  to Red Rock  Canyon  National  Conservation  Area  and  Tule  Springs  Fossil  Beds  National

7 Monui'nent;  and

8 WHEREAS,  tlie  City  lias adopted  a Hillside  Protection  ordinance  as part  of  LVMC  Title  19 (tlie

9 Unified  Development  Code)  tliat  establislies  criteria  for  tlie  development  of  properties  witliin  tlie  hillside

10 areas  on the western  boundary  of  tlie  City  liinits,  and  is intended  to guide  the design  of  development  along

11 tliat  boundaiy;  and

12 WHEREAS,  tlie 2050  Master  Plan  recognizes  and supports  tlie protection,  enhancement  and

i3 restoration  of  the  natural  features  and  resources  of  tlie  Mojave  Deseit,  preserving  and  inaintaining  open  space

14 as a balance  to tlie built  environi'nent,  improving  access  and connectivity  to park  spaces  and outdoor

15 recreation,  and  strengtliening  recreation  and  cultural  opportunities  for  residents  and visitors;  and

16 WHEREAS,  tlie  City  Council  finds  it desirable  to continue  developing  partnersliips  witli  tlie  Bureau

17 of  Land  Managei'nent,  tlie  National  Park  Service,  tlie  Nevada  Division  of  Outdoor  Recreation,  the  Las  Vegas

18 Paiute  Tribe,  and  otlier  Federal  and state  regulatoiy  agencies  and regional  and local  bodies  to preserve  and

19 maintain  sensitive  natural  desert  areas,  wliile  providing  liigli  quality  and  accessible  park  space  and outdoor

20 recreation  opportunities  to residents  and  visitors.

21 NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE IT RESOLVED  BY  THE  CITY  COUNCIL  OF THE  CITY  OF LAS

22 VEGAS  as follows:

23 1. Tlie  City  reaffirins  tlie  relevant  identified  Natural  Features  goals,  outcoi'nes,  and ii'nplementation

24 strategies  of  tlie  City  of  Las Vegas  2050  Master  Plan,  particularly  tliose  applicable  to tlie  "desert  edge"

25 transition  zone  between  built  and natural  environinent  near  tlie  City's  nortliwestern  boundaries,  including  the

26 following  aspects:
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1 A. Reduction  of  tlie  nui'nber  of  endangered  species  identified  by t)ie  Clark  County  MSHCP.

2 B. No  net  loss of  endangered  species  liabitat.

3 C. No  net  loss  of  identified  wetlands  or desert  areas.

4 D. Protection  of  ii'nportant  ecological  areas and incorporate  sucli  areas into  tlie park  and

5 recreation  systein.

6 E. Protection,  en)iancei'nent  and restoration  of  the natural  features  and resources  of  tlie  Mojave

7 Desert.

8 F. Preservation  and  maintenance  of  open  space  as a balance  to inan-inade  development.

9 G. Ii'nprovei'nent  of  access  to park  spaces  and  coimectivity  between  park  spaces.

10

11

12

2.  For  purpose  of  tliis  Resolution  and its ii'nplementation,  "outdoor  recreation"  includes  any area  of

unimproved  land  that  lias been fori'nally  set aside  for  public  use or enjoyment  that  includes  activities

traditionally  associated  witli  tlie natural  eiwironinent,  such as cai'nping,  hiking,  biking,  rock  climbing,

13 liorseback  riding,  and  otlier  sii'nilar  activities.

14 The  City  will  work  wit)i  t)ie  Bureau  of  Land  Management's  Soutliern  Nevada  Field  Office,  National

15 Park Service,  Las Vegas  Paiute  Tribe,  tlie  Nevada  Division  of  Outdoor  Recreation,  and local  outdoor

16 recreation  industiy  groups  and  associations  to identify  and  apply  for  funding  sources  and  otlier  opportunities

17

18

to partner  to protect  tlie desert  edge and provide  City  residents  and visitors  opportunities  for  outdoor

recreation,  including  opportunities  in the Red Rock  Canyon  National  Conservation  Area  and Tule  Springs

19 Fossil  Beds  National  Monuinent.

20

21

4.  Tlie  City,  in connection  wit)i  the ii'nplementation  of  Iinagine  Las Vegas  Parks  System  Plan  of  tlie

City  of  Las  Vegas  2050  Master  Plan  (23-0092-GPAI),  will  work  to reserve  parcels  or  acreage  along  tlie  City

22 limits  for  parks,  open  space  and  outdoor  recreational  opportunities,  including,  but  not  lii'nited  to:

23

24

25

A.

B.

C.

Northwest  Regional  Park

Las Vegas  and  Tonopali  railroad  bed  trail

Iron  Mocmtain/Jones

26 D. Box  Canyon
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1

2

3

4

E.

F.

G.

H.

Tropical/west  of  Sliauinber

La Madre  Footliills  (a regional  park)

Kyle  Canyon/Rufus

Kyle  Canyon/Sliauinber

5 I. Centennial/Grand  Canyon

6

7

8

9

J. Slieep  Mountain  Parkway  Regional  Trail

5. In developing  tlie  Kyle  Canyon,  La  Madre  Footliilis,  Lone  Mountain,  and  Nu  Wav  Kaiv  Special  Area

Plans,  tlie  City  will  see that  eacli  Plan  addresses,  by i'neans  of  a context-sensitive,  detailed,  strategic.  and

objective-based  planning  process,  tlie  interrelated  matters  of open  space,  trails  and  connectivity,

10

11

transportation,  parks  and recreation  accessibility,  and  ecological  preservation.

PASSED, ADOPTED,  AND APPROVED  tliis -? ! 'r day of 731, ,,(,. ,2023.

12 CITY  OF  LAS  VEGAS

13

14

BY

NJG<!D(Ma,?,rMayor
15

16

17

ATTEST

dE'A. LA
City  Clerk

18

19

20

APPROVED  AS  TO  FORM

ValSteed.  D

Deputy  City  Attorney

Date

21

22

23

24

25

26
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