
City Hall, 495 S. Main St. 
Council Chambers

December 13, 2021
3:30 PM

Youth Neighborhood Association Partnership Program 
(YNAPP) Grant Review Board Agenda

1. Call to Order and Roll Call

2. Announcement Regarding: Compliance with Open Meeting Law

3. Public Comment: Comment during this portion of the agenda must be limited to matters on the agenda for
action.  If you wish to be heard, come forward and give your name for the record.  The amount of discussion, as
well as the amount of time any single speaker is allowed, may be limited.

4. Report on Youth Neighborhood Association Partnership Program Applications submitted by Las Vegas Light of the
World Church ­ Care packages for Elders; LLDM Youth Volunteers ­ The Light of the World Youth Volunteers;
Heroes & Hearts ­ The Blessing Project; Jobs for Nevada's Graduates ­ Operation Sibling; CC Ronnow Elementary
School ­ One World, One Night; and Cheyenne High School Batteries Included/GEMS ­ Teddy Bears & Tees

5. Presentations on Youth Neighborhood Association Partnership Program applications by presenters listed on the
December 6 and 9, 2021 agendas who were excused by the Board on the presenter’s originally scheduled meeting
date

6. Discussion for possible action regarding the scoring and recommended funding of the Youth Neighborhood
Association Partnership Program for Fiscal Year 2021­22

7. Citizen Participation: Public comment during this portion of the agenda must be limited to matters within the
jurisdiction of the Board. No subject may be acted upon by the Board unless that subject is on the agenda and is
scheduled for action. If you wish to be heard, come forward and give your name for the record. The amount of
discussion on any single subject, as well as the amount of time any single speaker is allowed, may be limited.

8. Adjournment

Facilities are provided throughout City Hall for the convenience of persons with disabilities. Reasonable efforts will be made
to assist and accommodate persons with disabilities or impairments. If you need an accommodation to attend and
participate in this meeting, please call the City Clerk’s office at 702­229­6311 and advise of your need at least 48 hours in
advance of the meeting. Dial 7­1­1 for Relay Nevada.

THIS MEETING HAS BEEN PROPERLY NOTICED AND POSTED AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NOTICING STANDARDS AS OUTLINED IN NRS 241.020:

The City of Las Vegas website – www.lasvegasnevada.gov
The Nevada Public Notice website – notice.nv.gov

City Hall, 495 South Main Street, 1st Floor
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YNAPP Grant Review Board Presentations – Monday, December 13, 2021 

 
 

 
 

Grant Review Board Presentations │Monday, December 13, 2021 
 

3:45 p.m. Las Vegas Light of the World Church 
 LLDM Youth Volunteers 
4:15 p.m. Heroes & Hearts 
 Jobs for Nevada’s Graduates (Operation Sibling) 
 CC Ronnow Elementary School 
4:45 p.m. Cheyenne High School Batteries Included/GEMS 
  
  
5:15 p.m.  
  
5:30 p.m. Board Member Dinner 
6:15 p.m.  
  
  
6:45 p.m.  
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Mother’s Day Gift Baskets 

Submitted at Meeting
Date: 12/13/2021 Item: 4 and 5

Submitted by: LLDM Youth Volunteers Youth Neighborhood Association Partnership Program (YNAPP) Grant Review Board December 13, 2021 - Page 6



LLDM Youth Volunteers
We are a youth group from The 
Light of the World Church.
The Light of the World Church 
instils moral values to their 
youth, teaching us to respect 
ourselves and others and do 
good in our community.
Through our church youth group 
we volunteer in different 
community events like vaccine 
drives, neighborhood cleaning, 
and other activities.
This is the first time that our 
group is applying for the 
YNAPP Grant.
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RETIREMENT HOME CARE PACKAGES (Gift Baskets)

● Give gift baskets to elderly women on Mother’s Day to show appreciation for 
their special role in our community.

● LOCATION: Arthur McCants Manor (East Las Vegas)
● IMPACT: By going out to give these Care Packages, we are demonstrating 

our appreciation to all the mothers who are in this place, showing that there 
are people who care about them. We know that some of these places can get 
lonely and by going out and gifting them these baskets, we hope to make 
them feel special and remembered. Hoping to make their day!

● PARTICIPANTS: Youth volunteers.
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● Amount Requested: $1,250

● The money will be spent by buying all the products 
that we need and start fixing them to get ready to 
hand them out to the elderly. 

● Our community service hours will be 45. Those hours 
will be spent by getting the items, getting the baskets 
ready and handing them out to the elderly. We have 
15 young women volunteering to make these baskets. 
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The Distribution: 
1. Put flyers in the lobby
2. Drop them in people’s homes
3. Invite residents to receive their gifts at a Mother’s day gift party
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Getting the Word Out

● Before and after every volunteer activity there will be meetings to  
reflect on what can be done to improve and set goals. 

● Our experiences will be shared by using social media platforms. It 
will also be talked about in our church with all members and can be 
referred to as an example. 

Youth Neighborhood Association Partnership Program (YNAPP) Grant Review Board December 13, 2021 - Page 11



Why Should the Grant Review Board Fund Our Project?

● Recently the Arthur McCants Manor apartments got caught on fire causing 
the elders who were affected to move out. How do I know about this? A friend 
of mine had told me about the incident that happened. Her own grandmother 
who lived there was affected. Thankfully, she has people that care for her and 
check up on her, but there are women who don’t have the same care. We 
think it would help if we gave them gift baskets that contain self care 
products and other small gestures. We want to help them with these gift 
baskets so they can feel like they are being supported. 
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Conclusion

● We want to make the elderly have a great time, make them happy
and spread all the happy energy our youth has.

● Being part of this project so far has been a great experience for me
and the youth volunteers. Creating this project gave me hope that we
can all come together to make our community a better place.

● We hope to come back with more projects, more opportunities and
to be part of the YNAPP team. It’s a great program and we are glad
to part of it!
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Gift Baskets for the Elderly 
(Fathers day)

Submitted at Meeting
Date: 12/13/2021 Item: 4 and 5 

Submitted by: Las Vegas Light of the 
World Church
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About me

Hello my name is Simri Perez. I am 16 years old.  I love working with 
other people and communicating with others. I have organized a group of 

young people to help elders and make elderly Father’s Day boxes for them. 
I have done community work in the past and I hope to the same here and 

have an wonderful experience while doing it.
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Retirement Home Care Packages
(gift baskets)

We will give the elderly men Father’s Day gift baskets and 
show our gratitude for everything they give us. 

LOCATION: Arthur McCants Manor (East Las Vegas)

Reasons: By giving these care packages to them, we show 
them how grateful we are towards them. Some elderly 
maybe haven’t seen their grandchildren ever since the 
pandemic and maybe what some quality time with young 
people to share all the things they have already experienced

Participants: Youth volunteers.    
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Group Description

Our organization is a group of 15 young boys from 12-19 year olds 

from this community and It’s our first time applying for funding. We have 

never gotten any funding at all in the past, we are asking for $1,058
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Project Description
.

How did you come up with the idea for your project?
We had a group discussion on what we could help our community active 

more with this program 

What will need to be done and who will do it?
We will need the materials we asked for so we can make the boxes for the 

elders

How will youth and adults work together in this project
The youth will make the boxes and organize them and the adults will 

transport and accompany us to the elderly home. We will go to Aurther 
Mccants Manor (elderly home)  and give them Father’s Day gift baskets 
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Why am I doing this?
When ever I pass through the manor I feel like the residents seem sad or 
depressed because though out this pandemic the senoirs haven’t been 
with their family members and it probably affects their mental health. 
What I want to do is make gift boxes for them with goodies and spend 

time with them and share stories with them. My goal is to put a smile on 
their faces.
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Budget
● Are budget is $1,058 and we plan to spend all of the funds. 

Hair combs,Loofa, shaving creams, boxes, Chap sticks, razors, and 
slippers. 

● We will be spending all of are funds on supplying gifts we need.  

● The members of my group are planning to make 64 gift baskets 

● Are team has pledged a total of 35 hours of volunteering.
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Getting the Word Out
One way we are getting the word out is through social media and 

talking to other people about this project.Social media is the best way of 
getting the word out because it's free and other people who we didn’t even 

know exited can reach it and also share it to other people. We will also 
make fliers and distribute them to the members of the building.
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Why Should the Grant Review Board Fund 
Our Project?

It give the youth of our community a chance to show our gratitude for all 
people of olderage that have taught us a younger people. It also gives an 

opportunity to show our great fullness to them and just trying to put a 
smile on their face. 
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Conclusion

I feel this opportunity with help us as youth to cherish his moments with 
the elders. I also think this would help us as youth to do a project like this 

again, so they can have a memorable fathers day experience. 
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Operation 
Siblings

Operation 
Siblings

Kanisha Harrell, Bryan 
Romero, Rafael Pena, 
Cristian Cernas, Elaina 
Catillon

Submitted at Meeting
Date: 12/13/2021 Item: 4 and 5 

Submitted by: Jobs for Nevada's 
Graduates 

Youth Neighborhood Association Partnership Program (YNAPP) Grant Review Board December 13, 2021 - Page 24



What is it?What is it?
The commanding goal of Operation 
Siblings is to help make the 
transition from middle school to 
high school run smoothly. We would 
like to do this by bringing 
awareness to all of the 
opportunities high school provides, 
as well as raising money to support 
students throughout all of their 
high school endeavors. Each of our 
members will serve as mentors to a 
group of eighth graders.

The commanding goal of Operation 
Siblings is to help make the 
transition from middle school to 
high school run smoothly. We would 
like to do this by bringing 
awareness to all of the 
opportunities high school provides, 
as well as raising money to support 
students throughout all of their 
high school endeavors. Each of our 
members will serve as mentors to a 
group of eighth graders.
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Project Determination:
● Presented different ideas to the class, voted on the 

best one
● The winning idea from each class was presented to 

the Career Associations group, and Operation Siblings 
emerged the victor

Plans:
● Biweekly tutoring at KO Knudson Middle School
● School tour at Valley High School

○ Representative from each club/organization
○ School resource representatives

● Carnival to raise money for a school fund
Volunteers:
● Brandon Romero
● Allison Aguilar, an 8th grade ambassador from KO
● Entire Jobs for Nevada Graduates program

Project Determination:
● Presented different ideas to the class, voted on the 

best one
● The winning idea from each class was presented to 

the Career Associations group, and Operation Siblings 
emerged the victor

Plans:
● Biweekly tutoring at KO Knudson Middle School
● School tour at Valley High School

○ Representative from each club/organization
○ School resource representatives

● Carnival to raise money for a school fund
Volunteers:
● Brandon Romero
● Allison Aguilar, an 8th grade ambassador from KO
● Entire Jobs for Nevada Graduates program

HowHow
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■ In February of 2020, we received 
$1,250 to fund Project YAY. 

■ We filled backpacks for homeless 
youth

■We donated clothes to the 
Nevada Partnership for 
Homeless Youth (NPHY)

■We held an event where we put 
together backpacks at the East 
Las Vegas Community Center

■ In February of 2020, we received 
$1,250 to fund Project YAY. 

■ We filled backpacks for homeless 
youth

■We donated clothes to the 
Nevada Partnership for 
Homeless Youth (NPHY)

■We held an event where we put 
together backpacks at the East 
Las Vegas Community Center

YNAPP BackgroundYNAPP Background
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Previous ProjectPrevious Project

1 2 3

4 5 6
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Tutoring Supplies (pens, pencils, 
notebooks, paper,)

$150

Dunk Tank $350

Potato Sacks $19

¾ Inch Thick Rope $10

Face Paint $30

Basketballs(donated) $0

1 ¼ Inch Thick Rope $32

Pie Tins $10

Whipped Cream, Sugar, Baking Soda, 
Cookie Tins, Tooth Picks

$100

Project NecessitiesProject Necessities
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Necessities 
Continued
Necessities 
Continued

Ring Toss $37

Paint $80

Tables(Folding tables) $228

100ct Mini Stuffed Animals $84

Giant Uno $15

Giant Checkers $15

Giant Bowling $21

Down the Clown $50

Poster Boards $10

Wrist Bands $9
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TutoringTutoring

● Biweekly tutoring
● 30 Volunteers
● Each volunteer will take 

1-2 students
● Content specific tutors

● Biweekly tutoring
● 30 Volunteers
● Each volunteer will take 

1-2 students
● Content specific tutors
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●Presentation for last event

●Taking photos/ videos during event

●We are willing to present our YNAPP
Project in the Showcase at the end of
May

●Presentation for last event

●Taking photos/ videos during event

●We are willing to present our YNAPP
Project in the Showcase at the end of
May

Getting the Word OutGetting the Word Out
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WhyWhy

●63% of High School students in Las Vegas are 
economically disadvantaged.
●76% of the students attending Valley High 
School are economically disadvantaged
●100% of Middle school students attending KO 
Knudson are economically disadvantaged 
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ConclusionConclusion
● Operation Siblings help kids of the future by helping 

them gain resources and knowledge about what’s to 
come when they enter high school  

● Valley High School’s J4NG program has been working on 
this project since September

● We plan to have an ongoing partnership and funds with 
K.O. Knudson 

● All these plans will be executed with COVID protocols  
taken into consideration 

● Operation Siblings help kids of the future by helping 
them gain resources and knowledge about what’s to 
come when they enter high school  

● Valley High School’s J4NG program has been working on 
this project since September

● We plan to have an ongoing partnership and funds with 
K.O. Knudson 

● All these plans will be executed with COVID protocols  
taken into consideration 
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

CC Ronnow 
Elementary
CC Ronnow 
Elementary

One World, One Night

Submitted at Meeting
Date: 12/13/2021 Item: 4 and 5 

Submitted by: CC Ronnow Elementary 
School
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

HELLO! We’reHELLO! We’re
Zariah Calahan  - Team leader

Elmer Amaya - Co-leader

Itzel Serrano - Member

Reynaldo Cano - Member
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

⬤ CC Ronnow Elementary
○ An older community that loves to come together.
○ Some families have been in the neighborhood for 

generations.
○ A school hoping to show their students there is so 

much more to this world than just our little piece.

Group Description
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Project Description
●A multicultural night with families and LOTS of food

●Arts & Crafts

●At CC Ronnow ES

●Students and parents coming together to learn and experience different cultures

and foods

●School’s attitude and diversity gave us ideas
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Budget
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Project Timeline
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Volunteer Hours
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Getting the Word Out
We will share our experiences by posting on social media the school 
announcements and the yearbook 
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Why Should the Grant Review Board Fund Our 
Project?
Celebrating other people our school our families 

Become a closer community 
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Conclusion
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Coping Kids
COPING SKILLS FOR KIDS

Submitted at Meeting
Date: 12/13/2021 Item: 4 and 5 

Submitted by: Coping KidsYouth Neighborhood Association Partnership Program (YNAPP) Grant Review Board December 13, 2021 - Page 45



Introduction
• Robert Barsel – Team Captain

• Coping Kids began in 2017

• Trained under best practices as dictated by the National Alliance for Grieving
Children (NAGC)
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Group Description – About Coping Kids
Coping Kids
• Started by me in 2017
• Comprised of kids and adults dedicated to providing mental health education to children 5-18 including 

but not limited to topics such as:
• Being able to identify and articulate emotions 
• How to use healthy coping skills to manage said emotions

This is the first time that we have applied for YNAPP funding.
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Who are the volunteers?
Kelly Knight

• 7 years of facilitator experience in the realm of peer support and grief groups

Symphony Wang
• Student at the Meadows School and president of the Peer Support Social (PSS) club

Erika Kiefer
• Recreational Therapist with a degree from BYU and an author of 3 Young Adult books.
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Project Description
This project will benefit children at Nevada Youth Network, the Meadows School, and Project 
150.

• Nevada Youth Network started in 2013 to help foster growth and independence in young people of 
color.
• A Peer support group headed by Erika Kiefer, a Recreational Therapist, and my mother and me, trained peer support group 

facilitators, runs there every other week since 2019.

• Project 150 starting in 2011 offers support and services to homeless, displaced, and disadvantaged high 
school students in southern Nevada.
• A peer support group headed by my mother and me has been offered there sporadically since mid 2021 as a workshop for youth 

development.
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Nevada Youth Network

Youth Neighborhood Association Partnership Program (YNAPP) Grant Review Board December 13, 2021 - Page 50



Project Description Continued
The Meadows School
• Founded as a a college preparatory school in 1984 and educates approximately 850 students per year in

grades preK-12
• I have attended Meadows since Kindergarten
• My family and I lobbied the Board for 5 years from 2012 to 2017 to hire a School Counselor to support

students’ mental health.
• I proposed leading Peer Support groups within the elementary school student when I was in 7th grade and have been working on

developing a student/counselor run program for the Elementary, Middle, and High Schools ever since.
• I have been leading Elementary School Peer Support Groups there since 2019 and High School groups with Symphony and our

school counselor since 2021.
• In February 2022, groups will be starting in Middle School as well.
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Project Description Continued
The project is already underway.

• Peer Support Groups have already been created or are in the process of being created.
• Training is being developed currently by Dr. Pugliese (School counselor) and me.
• Reproductions of workbooks have already been purchased; these funds will allow us to reproduce them for participants.
• Funds will also be used to purchase necessary materials for the activities Erika does so our organization can preform these

activities when she is unavailable

Timeline
• Research and Reproduction of workbooks - February 2022
• Purchasing Supplies – February 2022
• Developing/Writing/Reproducing Training Manual – June 2022
• Peer Support Nevada Youth Network – March 2022
• Peer Support Project 150 – March 2022
• Peer Support Meadows Upper School – February-May 2022
• Peer Support Meadows Lower School – February-May 2022
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Budget
Requested Funding amount - $1,250

Items to Purchase for Project
• Color Reproduction of Workbooks 25 (Elementary) - $467.50
• Color Reproduction of Workbooks 35 (Teens) - $654.50
• Supplies for group activities - $77.90

• Bandanas, Hula Hoops, Cones, tarp, books, spoons, activity cards, therapy game, memory maze – total $596.91
• Money will go towards buying these materials

• Black and White Reproduction of Training Manual 10 - $50.10
• Our team has pledged a total of 47 hours totaling $1,316 worth of volunteering, but will undoubtedly 

donate many more as we are currently donating more than that on a quarterly basis.
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Getting the Word Out 
Website
• Currently filling out paperwork to obtain our 501c3 status and developing a website
• Goal is to provide awareness about the issue of teen mental health and provide coping skills

information online.

Future projects
• Currently creating a training manual to educate other kids on how to facilitate Peer Support Groups so

that after I leave for college in 2024, the service can continue in Las Vegas.
• Joined the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s Student of the Year program to learn how to fund raise in

order to apply those skills to fundraising for Coping Kids.
• Created a team for a 2022 fund raising campaign and developed an “elevator pitch” to target businesses for sponsorship.
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Getting the Word Out Continued
Future projects Continued
• Would would like to propose a bill in the 2023 Legislative Session to require schools to:

• Provide education about Mental Health
• Teach coping skills and self-care as part of Middle and High School Health curriculum.

We would love to have this Board’s help in spreading the word about this issue and welcome the 
opportunity to present at the YNAPP Project Showcase.
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Why Should the Grant Review Board 
Fund Our Project?
This project is near and dear to my heart and has been a huge part of my life since I was 12 years old.  Losing my father when I was 5 was 

just the first part of this journey for me. My family and I benefited from a Peer Support Group for grieving kids which helped my sister and 

me feel safe, supported, and normal at a time in our lives where none of those things were easy.  I learned the value of support of my 

peers and how powerful feeling understood can be.  After months of attending the group, I came to realize how healing it was to offer my

support to others. That experience led to my desire to help kids who feel alone, isolated, and or misunderstood. I soon realized that those 

kids were everywhere…it didn’t matter the socioeconomic background, race, religion, or even life experiences; kids were hurting and 

struggling everywhere for a multitude of reasons. At age 12, I decided to go through the year-long training at my Grief Group and became 

a trained facilitator. I then took our curriculum and generalized it so that it could be applied to any circumstance, not just grief. I worked 

with the Counselor at Meadows to fine tooth my curriculum and have been using it at Meadows since 2018, at Nevada Youth Network 

since 2019, and at Project 150 since earlier this year. The Pandemic made us miss Group at Nevada Youth Network and Meadows, and

created even more isolation for our kids. That was when I realized that we needed to offer our participants something that they could 

take home to help them remember the skills they had learned in Group and thus, why we need funding.
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Why Should the Grant Review Board 
Fund Our Project ? Continued

In the years that I have been facilitating groups, I have heard stories that have made my heart heavy, and I have seen how the collective 

support of group members has lifted children’s spirits and given them the tools to work through their struggles. I have watched kids who 

have never trusted anyone be able to trust my mom and me and begin to open up and share a part of themselves that they had learned to 

keep quiet. I know what we do works…it worked for me, and I have seen it work for countless others. As human beings, understanding and 

support of others can be more healing than medicine or therapy. Now, more than ever, do we need to offer this support as kids struggle 

with mental health issues as it relates to the isolation, fear, and uncertainty of the Pandemic. Our nation is facing a new level of teen 

suicide and mental illness. In a December 7 article within the New York Times, it stated that “symptoms of depression and anxiety have 

doubled during the pandemic, with 25% of youth experiencing depressive symptoms and 20% experiencing anxiety symptoms.” In addition, 

the article stated that “in early 2021, emergency department visits in the United States for suspected suicide attempts were 51% higher for 

adolescent girls and 4% higher for adolescent boys compared to the same time period in early 2019.” All I wish is that my father’s passing 

can somehow be of service to the many kids in our community struggling in some way.
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Conclusion
Thank you for all that you do to help this community and for believing that kids can make a 

difference.  I’ve seen this watching my sister at age 17 present her own bill to the Education 

Committee in the State Assembly to require that teachers be trained on how to support students who 

have experienced a trauma.  She worked in junction with Dr. Malich, Clark County School District 

Counselors, and Channel 10 to create a 30-minute training that every public school district employee 

must watch annually.  Her passion was educating teachers to help kids, while my passion is educating 

kids on how to support each other and themselves. I have seen her make concrete changes in our 

great state and I hope that this Board will provide me with funding to help me in my efforts to provide 

coping skills to struggling kids. Thank you for your time and consideration and happy holidays to you 

all.
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Team-Building Resources 

TOTAL COST FOR RESOURCES: $596.91 

** ITEM 
• The activity or challenge the item can be used with.
• Link to purchase
• Cost

BAN DANAS: 
• *For activities/challenges that require blindfolds
• https://www.walmart.com/ip/12-Pack-Paisley-Print-Bandanas/605882052?athbdg=L 1700
• $14.99

HULA HOOPS: 
• Task: "Thread the Hula"
• 12 pack standard Hula Hoops, 36"
• https://www.walmart.com/ip/36-Standard-Hula-Hoops-12-Pack/29131920
• $94.93

CONES 
• *Use for setting up field boundaries for activities
• 24 cones, 7 Inches
• https://www.amazon.com/qyrico-Training-Football-Basketball­

Games%EF%BC%88Set/dp/B088KBH8T1 /ref=sr 1 3 sspa?dchild=1 &keywords=cones
&qid=1635181772&sr=8-3-
spons&psc=1 &spla=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUExNE84Tjg0WdZTTE2JmVuY
3J5cHRIZElkPUEwMjY5OTU 1 WFdXV0kyUVZZSDVMJmVuY3J5cHRIZEFkSWQ9QTA5
OTY5MDcxUzFTTDITMVFTU0pEJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1 jbGlja1JI
ZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ== 

• $18.99

TARP: 
• Task: "Blanket Name Game"
• Tarp, 8x10
• https://www.walmart.com/ip/LARGE-SIZED-BLUE-8-x-10-FOOT-POL Y-RAIN-COVER­

TARP/160550212
• $11.90

ZOOM: 

• Task: "Zooming into Perspective"
• Picture book
• https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/01405577 41 /ref=ox sc saved title 1 ?smid=A TVP

DKIKX0DER&psc=1
• 8.99

Submitted At Meeting 
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Submitted at Meeting
Date: 12/13/2021 Item: 4 and 5
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Mother’s Day Gift Baskets 

Submitted at Meeting
Date: 12/13/2021 Item: 4 and 5

Submitted by: LLDM Youth Volunteers Youth Neighborhood Association Partnership Program (YNAPP) Grant Review Board December 13, 2021 - Page 83



LLDM Youth Volunteers
We are a youth group from The 
Light of the World Church.
The Light of the World Church 
instils moral values to their 
youth, teaching us to respect 
ourselves and others and do 
good in our community.
Through our church youth group 
we volunteer in different 
community events like vaccine 
drives, neighborhood cleaning, 
and other activities.
This is the first time that our 
group is applying for the 
YNAPP Grant.
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RETIREMENT HOME CARE PACKAGES (Gift Baskets)

● Give gift baskets to elderly women on Mother’s Day to show appreciation for 
their special role in our community.

● LOCATION: Arthur McCants Manor (East Las Vegas)
● IMPACT: By going out to give these Care Packages, we are demonstrating 

our appreciation to all the mothers who are in this place, showing that there 
are people who care about them. We know that some of these places can get 
lonely and by going out and gifting them these baskets, we hope to make 
them feel special and remembered. Hoping to make their day!

● PARTICIPANTS: Youth volunteers.
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● Amount Requested: $1,250

● The money will be spent by buying all the products 
that we need and start fixing them to get ready to 
hand them out to the elderly. 

● Our community service hours will be 45. Those hours 
will be spent by getting the items, getting the baskets 
ready and handing them out to the elderly. We have 
15 young women volunteering to make these baskets. 
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The Distribution: 
1. Put flyers in the lobby
2. Drop them in people’s homes
3. Invite residents to receive their gifts at a Mother’s day gift party
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Getting the Word Out

● Before and after every volunteer activity there will be meetings to  
reflect on what can be done to improve and set goals. 

● Our experiences will be shared by using social media platforms. It 
will also be talked about in our church with all members and can be 
referred to as an example. 
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Why Should the Grant Review Board Fund Our Project?

● Recently the Arthur McCants Manor apartments got caught on fire causing 
the elders who were affected to move out. How do I know about this? A friend 
of mine had told me about the incident that happened. Her own grandmother 
who lived there was affected. Thankfully, she has people that care for her and 
check up on her, but there are women who don’t have the same care. We 
think it would help if we gave them gift baskets that contain self care 
products and other small gestures. We want to help them with these gift 
baskets so they can feel like they are being supported. 
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Conclusion

● We want to make the elderly have a great time, make them happy
and spread all the happy energy our youth has.

● Being part of this project so far has been a great experience for me
and the youth volunteers. Creating this project gave me hope that we
can all come together to make our community a better place.

● We hope to come back with more projects, more opportunities and
to be part of the YNAPP team. It’s a great program and we are glad
to part of it!
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Gift Baskets for the Elderly 
(Fathers day)

Submitted at Meeting
Date: 12/13/2021 Item: 4 and 5 

Submitted by: Las Vegas Light of the 
World Church
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About me

Hello my name is Simri Perez. I am 16 years old.  I love working with 
other people and communicating with others. I have organized a group of 

young people to help elders and make elderly Father’s Day boxes for them. 
I have done community work in the past and I hope to the same here and 

have an wonderful experience while doing it.
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Retirement Home Care Packages
(gift baskets)

We will give the elderly men Father’s Day gift baskets and 
show our gratitude for everything they give us. 

LOCATION: Arthur McCants Manor (East Las Vegas)

Reasons: By giving these care packages to them, we show 
them how grateful we are towards them. Some elderly 
maybe haven’t seen their grandchildren ever since the 
pandemic and maybe what some quality time with young 
people to share all the things they have already experienced

Participants: Youth volunteers.    
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Group Description

Our organization is a group of 15 young boys from 12-19 year olds 

from this community and It’s our first time applying for funding. We have 

never gotten any funding at all in the past, we are asking for $1,058
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Project Description
.

How did you come up with the idea for your project?
We had a group discussion on what we could help our community active 

more with this program 

What will need to be done and who will do it?
We will need the materials we asked for so we can make the boxes for the 

elders

How will youth and adults work together in this project
The youth will make the boxes and organize them and the adults will 

transport and accompany us to the elderly home. We will go to Aurther 
Mccants Manor (elderly home)  and give them Father’s Day gift baskets 
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Why am I doing this?
When ever I pass through the manor I feel like the residents seem sad or 
depressed because though out this pandemic the senoirs haven’t been 
with their family members and it probably affects their mental health. 
What I want to do is make gift boxes for them with goodies and spend 

time with them and share stories with them. My goal is to put a smile on 
their faces.
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Budget
● Are budget is $1,058 and we plan to spend all of the funds. 

Hair combs,Loofa, shaving creams, boxes, Chap sticks, razors, and 
slippers. 

● We will be spending all of are funds on supplying gifts we need.  

● The members of my group are planning to make 64 gift baskets 

● Are team has pledged a total of 35 hours of volunteering.
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Getting the Word Out
One way we are getting the word out is through social media and 

talking to other people about this project.Social media is the best way of 
getting the word out because it's free and other people who we didn’t even 

know exited can reach it and also share it to other people. We will also 
make fliers and distribute them to the members of the building.
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Why Should the Grant Review Board Fund 
Our Project?

It give the youth of our community a chance to show our gratitude for all 
people of olderage that have taught us a younger people. It also gives an 

opportunity to show our great fullness to them and just trying to put a 
smile on their face. 
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Conclusion

I feel this opportunity with help us as youth to cherish his moments with 
the elders. I also think this would help us as youth to do a project like this 

again, so they can have a memorable fathers day experience. 
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Operation 
Siblings

Operation 
Siblings

Kanisha Harrell, Bryan 
Romero, Rafael Pena, 
Cristian Cernas, Elaina 
Catillon

Submitted at Meeting
Date: 12/13/2021 Item: 4 and 5 

Submitted by: Jobs for Nevada's 
Graduates 
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What is it?What is it?
The commanding goal of Operation 
Siblings is to help make the 
transition from middle school to 
high school run smoothly. We would 
like to do this by bringing 
awareness to all of the 
opportunities high school provides, 
as well as raising money to support 
students throughout all of their 
high school endeavors. Each of our 
members will serve as mentors to a 
group of eighth graders.

The commanding goal of Operation 
Siblings is to help make the 
transition from middle school to 
high school run smoothly. We would 
like to do this by bringing 
awareness to all of the 
opportunities high school provides, 
as well as raising money to support 
students throughout all of their 
high school endeavors. Each of our 
members will serve as mentors to a 
group of eighth graders.
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Project Determination:
● Presented different ideas to the class, voted on the 

best one
● The winning idea from each class was presented to 

the Career Associations group, and Operation Siblings 
emerged the victor

Plans:
● Biweekly tutoring at KO Knudson Middle School
● School tour at Valley High School

○ Representative from each club/organization
○ School resource representatives

● Carnival to raise money for a school fund
Volunteers:
● Brandon Romero
● Allison Aguilar, an 8th grade ambassador from KO
● Entire Jobs for Nevada Graduates program

Project Determination:
● Presented different ideas to the class, voted on the 

best one
● The winning idea from each class was presented to 

the Career Associations group, and Operation Siblings 
emerged the victor

Plans:
● Biweekly tutoring at KO Knudson Middle School
● School tour at Valley High School

○ Representative from each club/organization
○ School resource representatives

● Carnival to raise money for a school fund
Volunteers:
● Brandon Romero
● Allison Aguilar, an 8th grade ambassador from KO
● Entire Jobs for Nevada Graduates program

HowHow
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■ In February of 2020, we received 
$1,250 to fund Project YAY. 

■ We filled backpacks for homeless 
youth

■We donated clothes to the 
Nevada Partnership for 
Homeless Youth (NPHY)

■We held an event where we put 
together backpacks at the East 
Las Vegas Community Center

■ In February of 2020, we received 
$1,250 to fund Project YAY. 

■ We filled backpacks for homeless 
youth

■We donated clothes to the 
Nevada Partnership for 
Homeless Youth (NPHY)

■We held an event where we put 
together backpacks at the East 
Las Vegas Community Center

YNAPP BackgroundYNAPP Background
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Previous ProjectPrevious Project

1 2 3

4 5 6
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Tutoring Supplies (pens, pencils, 
notebooks, paper,)

$150

Dunk Tank $350

Potato Sacks $19

¾ Inch Thick Rope $10

Face Paint $30

Basketballs(donated) $0

1 ¼ Inch Thick Rope $32

Pie Tins $10

Whipped Cream, Sugar, Baking Soda, 
Cookie Tins, Tooth Picks

$100

Project NecessitiesProject Necessities
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Necessities 
Continued
Necessities 
Continued

Ring Toss $37

Paint $80

Tables(Folding tables) $228

100ct Mini Stuffed Animals $84

Giant Uno $15

Giant Checkers $15

Giant Bowling $21

Down the Clown $50

Poster Boards $10

Wrist Bands $9
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TutoringTutoring

● Biweekly tutoring
● 30 Volunteers
● Each volunteer will take 

1-2 students
● Content specific tutors

● Biweekly tutoring
● 30 Volunteers
● Each volunteer will take 

1-2 students
● Content specific tutors
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●Presentation for last event

●Taking photos/ videos during event

●We are willing to present our YNAPP
Project in the Showcase at the end of
May

●Presentation for last event

●Taking photos/ videos during event

●We are willing to present our YNAPP
Project in the Showcase at the end of
May

Getting the Word OutGetting the Word Out
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WhyWhy

●63% of High School students in Las Vegas are 
economically disadvantaged.
●76% of the students attending Valley High 
School are economically disadvantaged
●100% of Middle school students attending KO 
Knudson are economically disadvantaged 

●63% of High School students in Las Vegas are 
economically disadvantaged.
●76% of the students attending Valley High 
School are economically disadvantaged
●100% of Middle school students attending KO 
Knudson are economically disadvantaged 
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ConclusionConclusion
● Operation Siblings help kids of the future by helping 

them gain resources and knowledge about what’s to 
come when they enter high school  

● Valley High School’s J4NG program has been working on 
this project since September

● We plan to have an ongoing partnership and funds with 
K.O. Knudson 

● All these plans will be executed with COVID protocols  
taken into consideration 

● Operation Siblings help kids of the future by helping 
them gain resources and knowledge about what’s to 
come when they enter high school  

● Valley High School’s J4NG program has been working on 
this project since September

● We plan to have an ongoing partnership and funds with 
K.O. Knudson 

● All these plans will be executed with COVID protocols  
taken into consideration 
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

CC Ronnow 
Elementary
CC Ronnow 
Elementary

One World, One Night

Submitted at Meeting
Date: 12/13/2021 Item: 4 and 5 

Submitted by: CC Ronnow Elementary 
School
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

HELLO! We’reHELLO! We’re
Zariah Calahan  - Team leader

Elmer Amaya - Co-leader

Itzel Serrano - Member

Reynaldo Cano - Member
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

⬤ CC Ronnow Elementary
○ An older community that loves to come together.
○ Some families have been in the neighborhood for 

generations.
○ A school hoping to show their students there is so 

much more to this world than just our little piece.

Group Description
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Project Description
●A multicultural night with families and LOTS of food

●Arts & Crafts

●At CC Ronnow ES

●Students and parents coming together to learn and experience different cultures

and foods

●School’s attitude and diversity gave us ideas
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Budget
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Project Timeline
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Volunteer Hours
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Getting the Word Out
We will share our experiences by posting on social media the school 
announcements and the yearbook 
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Why Should the Grant Review Board Fund Our 
Project?
Celebrating other people our school our families 

Become a closer community 
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SLIDESMANIA.COM

Conclusion
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Coping Kids
COPING SKILLS FOR KIDS

Submitted at Meeting
Date: 12/13/2021 Item: 4 and 5 
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Introduction
• Robert Barsel – Team Captain

• Coping Kids began in 2017

• Trained under best practices as dictated by the National Alliance for Grieving
Children (NAGC)
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Group Description – About Coping Kids
Coping Kids
• Started by me in 2017
• Comprised of kids and adults dedicated to providing mental health education to children 5-18 including 

but not limited to topics such as:
• Being able to identify and articulate emotions 
• How to use healthy coping skills to manage said emotions

This is the first time that we have applied for YNAPP funding.
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Who are the volunteers?
Kelly Knight

• 7 years of facilitator experience in the realm of peer support and grief groups

Symphony Wang
• Student at the Meadows School and president of the Peer Support Social (PSS) club

Erika Kiefer
• Recreational Therapist with a degree from BYU and an author of 3 Young Adult books.
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Project Description
This project will benefit children at Nevada Youth Network, the Meadows School, and Project 
150.

• Nevada Youth Network started in 2013 to help foster growth and independence in young people of 
color.
• A Peer support group headed by Erika Kiefer, a Recreational Therapist, and my mother and me, trained peer support group 

facilitators, runs there every other week since 2019.

• Project 150 starting in 2011 offers support and services to homeless, displaced, and disadvantaged high 
school students in southern Nevada.
• A peer support group headed by my mother and me has been offered there sporadically since mid 2021 as a workshop for youth 

development.
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Nevada Youth Network

Youth Neighborhood Association Partnership Program (YNAPP) Grant Review Board December 13, 2021 - Page 127



Project Description Continued
The Meadows School
• Founded as a a college preparatory school in 1984 and educates approximately 850 students per year in

grades preK-12
• I have attended Meadows since Kindergarten
• My family and I lobbied the Board for 5 years from 2012 to 2017 to hire a School Counselor to support

students’ mental health.
• I proposed leading Peer Support groups within the elementary school student when I was in 7th grade and have been working on

developing a student/counselor run program for the Elementary, Middle, and High Schools ever since.
• I have been leading Elementary School Peer Support Groups there since 2019 and High School groups with Symphony and our

school counselor since 2021.
• In February 2022, groups will be starting in Middle School as well.
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Project Description Continued
The project is already underway.

• Peer Support Groups have already been created or are in the process of being created.
• Training is being developed currently by Dr. Pugliese (School counselor) and me.
• Reproductions of workbooks have already been purchased; these funds will allow us to reproduce them for participants.
• Funds will also be used to purchase necessary materials for the activities Erika does so our organization can preform these

activities when she is unavailable

Timeline
• Research and Reproduction of workbooks - February 2022
• Purchasing Supplies – February 2022
• Developing/Writing/Reproducing Training Manual – June 2022
• Peer Support Nevada Youth Network – March 2022
• Peer Support Project 150 – March 2022
• Peer Support Meadows Upper School – February-May 2022
• Peer Support Meadows Lower School – February-May 2022
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Budget
Requested Funding amount - $1,250

Items to Purchase for Project
• Color Reproduction of Workbooks 25 (Elementary) - $467.50
• Color Reproduction of Workbooks 35 (Teens) - $654.50
• Supplies for group activities - $77.90

• Bandanas, Hula Hoops, Cones, tarp, books, spoons, activity cards, therapy game, memory maze – total $596.91
• Money will go towards buying these materials

• Black and White Reproduction of Training Manual 10 - $50.10
• Our team has pledged a total of 47 hours totaling $1,316 worth of volunteering, but will undoubtedly 

donate many more as we are currently donating more than that on a quarterly basis.
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Getting the Word Out 
Website
• Currently filling out paperwork to obtain our 501c3 status and developing a website
• Goal is to provide awareness about the issue of teen mental health and provide coping skills

information online.

Future projects
• Currently creating a training manual to educate other kids on how to facilitate Peer Support Groups so

that after I leave for college in 2024, the service can continue in Las Vegas.
• Joined the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s Student of the Year program to learn how to fund raise in

order to apply those skills to fundraising for Coping Kids.
• Created a team for a 2022 fund raising campaign and developed an “elevator pitch” to target businesses for sponsorship.
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Getting the Word Out Continued
Future projects Continued
• Would would like to propose a bill in the 2023 Legislative Session to require schools to:

• Provide education about Mental Health
• Teach coping skills and self-care as part of Middle and High School Health curriculum.

We would love to have this Board’s help in spreading the word about this issue and welcome the 
opportunity to present at the YNAPP Project Showcase.
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Why Should the Grant Review Board 
Fund Our Project?
This project is near and dear to my heart and has been a huge part of my life since I was 12 years old.  Losing my father when I was 5 was 

just the first part of this journey for me. My family and I benefited from a Peer Support Group for grieving kids which helped my sister and 

me feel safe, supported, and normal at a time in our lives where none of those things were easy.  I learned the value of support of my 

peers and how powerful feeling understood can be.  After months of attending the group, I came to realize how healing it was to offer my

support to others. That experience led to my desire to help kids who feel alone, isolated, and or misunderstood. I soon realized that those 

kids were everywhere…it didn’t matter the socioeconomic background, race, religion, or even life experiences; kids were hurting and 

struggling everywhere for a multitude of reasons. At age 12, I decided to go through the year-long training at my Grief Group and became 

a trained facilitator. I then took our curriculum and generalized it so that it could be applied to any circumstance, not just grief. I worked 

with the Counselor at Meadows to fine tooth my curriculum and have been using it at Meadows since 2018, at Nevada Youth Network 

since 2019, and at Project 150 since earlier this year. The Pandemic made us miss Group at Nevada Youth Network and Meadows, and

created even more isolation for our kids. That was when I realized that we needed to offer our participants something that they could 

take home to help them remember the skills they had learned in Group and thus, why we need funding.

Youth Neighborhood Association Partnership Program (YNAPP) Grant Review Board December 13, 2021 - Page 133



Why Should the Grant Review Board 
Fund Our Project ? Continued

In the years that I have been facilitating groups, I have heard stories that have made my heart heavy, and I have seen how the collective 

support of group members has lifted children’s spirits and given them the tools to work through their struggles. I have watched kids who 

have never trusted anyone be able to trust my mom and me and begin to open up and share a part of themselves that they had learned to 

keep quiet. I know what we do works…it worked for me, and I have seen it work for countless others. As human beings, understanding and 

support of others can be more healing than medicine or therapy. Now, more than ever, do we need to offer this support as kids struggle 

with mental health issues as it relates to the isolation, fear, and uncertainty of the Pandemic. Our nation is facing a new level of teen 

suicide and mental illness. In a December 7 article within the New York Times, it stated that “symptoms of depression and anxiety have 

doubled during the pandemic, with 25% of youth experiencing depressive symptoms and 20% experiencing anxiety symptoms.” In addition, 

the article stated that “in early 2021, emergency department visits in the United States for suspected suicide attempts were 51% higher for 

adolescent girls and 4% higher for adolescent boys compared to the same time period in early 2019.” All I wish is that my father’s passing 

can somehow be of service to the many kids in our community struggling in some way.
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Conclusion
Thank you for all that you do to help this community and for believing that kids can make a 

difference.  I’ve seen this watching my sister at age 17 present her own bill to the Education 

Committee in the State Assembly to require that teachers be trained on how to support students who 

have experienced a trauma.  She worked in junction with Dr. Malich, Clark County School District 

Counselors, and Channel 10 to create a 30-minute training that every public school district employee 

must watch annually.  Her passion was educating teachers to help kids, while my passion is educating 

kids on how to support each other and themselves. I have seen her make concrete changes in our 

great state and I hope that this Board will provide me with funding to help me in my efforts to provide 

coping skills to struggling kids. Thank you for your time and consideration and happy holidays to you 

all.
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Team-Building Resources 

TOTAL COST FOR RESOURCES: $596.91 

** ITEM 
• The activity or challenge the item can be used with.
• Link to purchase
• Cost

BAN DANAS: 
• *For activities/challenges that require blindfolds
• https://www.walmart.com/ip/12-Pack-Paisley-Print-Bandanas/605882052?athbdg=L 1700
• $14.99

HULA HOOPS: 
• Task: "Thread the Hula"
• 12 pack standard Hula Hoops, 36"
• https://www.walmart.com/ip/36-Standard-Hula-Hoops-12-Pack/29131920
• $94.93

CONES 
• *Use for setting up field boundaries for activities
• 24 cones, 7 Inches
• https://www.amazon.com/qyrico-Training-Football-Basketball­

Games%EF%BC%88Set/dp/B088KBH8T1 /ref=sr 1 3 sspa?dchild=1 &keywords=cones
&qid=1635181772&sr=8-3-
spons&psc=1 &spla=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUExNE84Tjg0WdZTTE2JmVuY
3J5cHRIZElkPUEwMjY5OTU 1 WFdXV0kyUVZZSDVMJmVuY3J5cHRIZEFkSWQ9QTA5
OTY5MDcxUzFTTDITMVFTU0pEJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1 jbGlja1JI
ZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ== 

• $18.99

TARP: 
• Task: "Blanket Name Game"
• Tarp, 8x10
• https://www.walmart.com/ip/LARGE-SIZED-BLUE-8-x-10-FOOT-POL Y-RAIN-COVER­

TARP/160550212
• $11.90

ZOOM: 

• Task: "Zooming into Perspective"
• Picture book
• https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/01405577 41 /ref=ox sc saved title 1 ?smid=A TVP

DKIKX0DER&psc=1
• 8.99

Submitted At Meeting 
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