
R-43-2022

I RESOLUTION  CRF,ATmG  THE  CITY  OF  LAS  VEGAS

URBAN  FORESTRY  PROGRAM

2

3 WHEREAS,  tlie urban  forest  witliin  the City  of  Las Vegas  and Soutliern  Nevada  region  provides

4 numerous  and important  economic,  social,  and environinental  benefits,  including  cleaner  air, mitigation  of

5 tlie urban  lieat  island  effect,  improvement  of  storm  water  quality,  energy  conservation,  enhanced  public

6 liealth,  and increased  propeity  values;  and

7 WHERF,AS,  Soutbem  Nevada's  urban forests  are necessary  to reduce increased  temperatiires

8 resulting  from  tlie urban  heat island,  and appropriate  drouglit  tolerant,  Mojave  Desert  native  and adaptive

9 tree and  plant  species  are essential  for  tlie  tolerance  of  lieat  and  water  conservation;  and

10 WHEREAS,  on May  7, 2008,  the City  Council  adopted  an urban  forestiy  resolution  (R-26-2008),

11 resolving  to increase  tree canopy  coverage,  develop  partnerships  for  urban  forestry,  and prepare  an urban

12 forestry  management  plan;  and

13 WHEREAS,  tlie  City  of  Las Vegas  2050  Master  Plan (Ordinance  6788,  adopted  by tlie  City  Council

14 on July  21, 2021)  includes  an Urban  Forestry  goal,  whicli  establislies  short  and long  term  outcoi'nes  to plant

15 and i'naintain  60,000  trees by 2050,  increase  tlie  City's  tree canopy  to 25%  by 2050,  and ensure  85%  of  the

16 City's  population  lives  witliin  a 1/3 mile  from  green  infrastructure;  and

17 WHEREAS,  the 2050  Master  Plan  recognizes  and supports  proper  tree care,  placeinent,  maintenance,

18 and management;  tlie important  role  of  trees witliin  tlie  urban  environment;  and tliat  tlie remediation  or

19 removal  of  sick,  dying,  nuisance  or invasive  tree and plant  species  may  be necessaiy  to reduce  risks  to public

20 health,  safety  or damage  to public  or private  property;  and

21 WHEREAS,  tlie  City  lias received  recognition  as a "Tree  City  USA"  from  tlie  Arbor  Day  Foundation

22 for  tl'ie past 30 years,  and an urban  forestiy  initiative  will  allow  the City  to maintain  this  designation;  and

23 WHEREAS,  tlie Mayor's  Fund  for  Las Vegas  LIFE  accepts  donations  to address  tlie  community's

24 challenges,  including  "Going  Green  for  Good  Healtli,"  tliat  aligns  with  tlie  2050  Master  Plan's  goals;  and

25 WF-[EREAS,  the City  has partnered  with  non-profit  organizations  on tree planting  efforts,  including

26 ImpactNV  and Get  Outdoors  Nevada,  and has received  grants  and donations  to the Mayor's  Fund  for  Las



1 Vegas  LIFE  for  tree planting  activities;  and

2 WHEREAS,  tlie City  Council  finds it desirable  to continue  developing  partnerships  witli  public

3 institutions,  academic  uistitutions,  regulatory  agencies and regional  bodies to broaden tlie possibilities  for

4 conducting  researcli  and analyzing  tlie benefits  of  tlie urban forest  in tliis  part of  t)ie countiy;  and

5 WHEREAS,  a proper  urban forestry  management  plan will  guide  the care and preservation  of  public

6 trees, outline  tlie budgetaiy  and staffing  needs for  tlie management  and planting  of  trees on public  property

7 and provide  outreach  to private  propeity  in order  to fulfill  tlie goals of  tlie 2050 Master  Plan; and

8 WHEREAS,  a formal  urban forestiy  program  will  enhance  community  awareness  througli  education

9 and outreach,  protection  and care of  current  and future  trees,  and foster  pride  and ensure the City's  long-

10 term  sustainability,  resilience,  liealth,  and livability.

11 NOW,  THER)F,FORE,  BE IT RESOLVED  BY THE  CITY  COUNCIL  OF THE  CITY  OF LAS

12 VEGAS  AS FOLLOWS:

13 1. Tlie  City  of  Las Vegas  Urban  Forestry  Program  is hereby  created  and ii'icorporates  by reference  the

14 relevant  identified  urban forestry,  water,  and liazard  goals, outcoines,  and implementation  strategies  of  tlie

15 City  of  Las Vegas  2050 Master  Plan. The program  shall include:

16 A. Maintenance  of  the City's  Tree City  USA  designation,  including  at least one public  tree

17 planting  event.

18 B. A prograin  of  public  education  to provide  information,  public  awareness,  and encourage

19 public  participation  in planting,  maintaining  and caring  for  trees and the tree canopy.

20 C. Coordination  with  state and regional  academic  institutions,  public  agencies,  and tlie private

21 sector  on relevant  urban forestry  matters.

22 D. The formation  and maintenance  of  partnerships  to ensure urban  forestiy  remains  a priority

23 for  tlie  City  and tlie Soutl'iern  Nevada  region.

24 E. A process to designate  as "legacy  trees" any trees deemed to important,  historic,  or a

25 landmark.

26 2. The Urban  Forester,  in consultation  witli  the Departments  of  Parks,  Recreation,  and Culhiral  Affairs;
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1 Coi'nmunity  Development;  and Public  Works,  shall  prepare  and maintain:

2 A. An inventory  of  all trees on City  propeity  and in public  riglits-of-way,  and a plan to ensure

3 that  the species of  trees are diverse  for  protection  froin  catastropliic  loss due to pests or disease.

4 B. An Urban Forestry  Management  Plan in alignment  with relevant  2050 Master  Plan

5 outcomes,  including  any necessary  policy  recominendations  and budgetary  needs for  City  Council  for  urban

6 forestry.

7 3. For purposes  of  the City's  Urban  Forestry  Program,  tlie Soutlieni  Nevada  Water  Authority/Soutlienn

8 Nevada  Regional  Planning  Coalition's  Regional  Plant  List  (Exhibit  A) is adopted  as minimui'n  standards  for

9 tree and plant  species as follows:

10 A. For  use by tlie City  itself  in the planting  of  trees.

11 B. As may be mandated  for  use by otliers  by means of  ordinance  or otlier  regulatory  document.

12 C. For  recomtnended  use by others  in the planting  of  trees within  the City  limits.

13 4. For purposes  of  the City's  Urban  Forestiy  Program,  the City's  Urban  Forester  has the discretion  to

14 do the following  witli  respect  to the use of  the "CLV  Preferred  Tree List"  (Exhibit  B):

15 A. Designate  tlie list  as the "City  of  Las Vegas  Approved  Tree and Plant  Species List."

16 B. Mandate  its use as the miniinuin  standard  fort)ie  planting  of  trees by tlie  City  or  its authorized

17 agents  or  contractors.

18 C. Recommend  its use as the minimutn  standard  for  tlie planting  of  otlier  trees witliin  tlie City

19 limits.

20 D. Furtlier  update, modify,  or amend  tlie list  from  time  to time  to add to, remove,  diversify,  or

21 restrict  specific  plant  or tree species.

22

23

24

25

26
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5. Tlie  Urban  Forester,  or otlier  designated  staff  in coordination  witli  tlie Code Enforcement  Division

of  tl'ie Department  of  Community  Development,  may recominend  mitigation  measures  or tlie  rei'noval  of  any

tree or plant  on public  or private  propeity  tliat  inay pose a tl'ireat  to public  liealtli,  safety,  or  welfare  by reason

of  damage,  nuisance,  disease, or pest.

PASSED,ADOPTED,ANDAPPROVEDtliis  7"2  dayof  Q-epkc-l,t,-r , 2022.

CITY  OF LAS  VEGAS

ATTEST:

City  Clerk

AJ'PROVED  AS TO FORM

ValSteed.  Date

Deputy  City  Attorney
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EXHIBIT  A









CLV  Preferred  Tree  List
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CLV Preferred  Tree List

Botanical  Name
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CkVUibhnTreeliitDo  not  plant
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