Comforting Our
Community

Innovations International Charter School of Nevada




‘Who We Are

Innovations International Charter School of Nevada
A public K-12 charter school

Located at 1600 E. Oakey Blvd.

Diverse student population coming from 52 zip code
areas from throughout the Las Vegas Valley

Student Leader: Wesly Torres
Adult Leader: Ms. Lee Huddy




Project Description

Students from grades 6 — 12 will be making fleece blankets to donate
to cancer patients and the elderly.

Students will be responsible for cutting material, making the blankets,
and finishing the edges for the recipients.

Students will be working individually and in small groups with an
adult supervisor to learn the art of sewing.

Students will make the blankets during a specialized global class at
school each day from February to the end of the school year.




Project Description

While the students are making the blankets, they will also meet with
the school’s nurse to talk about the following items associated with
cancer and the elderly.

— Mental problems dealing with iliness and aging

— Emotional problems for a family member/caretaker of an ill or aging person

— Physical problems dealing with cancer treatment and problems associated with
illness and aging

— Family issues and coping skills associated with being a caretaker or parent of
an ill or aging person




Development of the
Project

 The idea for Comforting the Community arose from two major ideas.

— [ICSN has a high school student who is severely ill with cancer at
this time. She has had to undergo homebound instruction and
daily chemotherapy. Students have missed her in school and
want to help her in any way possible.

— In discussing her condition, the students have reached out to
others who are in the same situation and asked how they can
help as many people as possible. The students noted that these
people sit in chairs or lie in beds for hours during their
chemotherapy and want to make something to keep them warm.




Development of the
Project

« We also have many students and staff members at school who have
elderly parents and grandparents who cannot care for themselves
during the day. As the students have seen their loved ones placed in
a facility each day because they cannot care for themselves, they

have also asked how to help these ‘grandmas and grandpas’ feel as
if they are still safe at home.

 The students have asked to make lap blankets for the elderly to
remind them they are loved and to warm their bodies and spirits so
they will know they are not forgotten by their families and close
friends during the day while they are away from home.




Benefit To The Community

* Create and implement neighborhood-based service
learning where students from the school help
people in the community by completing a project
that can be donated to a service organization

* Help those who need a ‘little extra love and warmth’

* Give back to the community our time, talents, and
thankfulness in a project-based manner that
produces fleece blankets for those in need




Project Importance

Produce fleece blankets for a variety of ages ranging from small child
to adult

Donate these blankets to the Comprehensive Cancer Centers of Las
Vegas to keep the patients who are undergoing chemotherapy
surrounded with warmth and the feeling of security while undergoing
freatment

Donate these blankets to the Las Vegas Adult Day Care Center to
remind elderly citizens they are loved and valued members of our
society while providing them warmth when they are away from home

Show the community that young people can be civic minded,
caring, and compassionate about members of society outside
of their immediate families




Project Responsibilities

 The project will be carried out utilizing students at Innovations in
grades 6 - 12.

 The student leader is a senior who will graduate this year seeking
attendance to a medical school. He will be the spokesperson for the
project and will assist other students in making the blankets.

 The adult leader is a community liaison who will be reaching out to
the centers to find out more about them to share with the students
and to teach students how to make the blankets.




Adult - Student
Interaction

* |n completing the project, the following are ways the adults / students
will work together:

— Purchasing the supplies and following the project’s budget
— Learning about cancer and aging
— Reaching out to the community

— Working together side-by-side to make the blankets and to deliver
the blankets to the community partners

— Communicating with media and with the blanket recipients




Fiscal and Grant Support

* The funding needed for Comforting the Community will total
$1,000.00

 The funding will assist in purchasing materials and supplies needed
to construct the blankets

« Qur students and staff members will be donating 600 hours to the
project for the blanket construction, delivery, and community
outreach




Previous Grant Award

* Innovations was awarded a YNAPP grant last year for our Hugs of
Love Project. This project made blankets for Shade Tree and
disabled wheelchair veterans. We had media coverage and the
acceptance of the blankets was heartfelt on the part of the students,
parents, staff members, and the representatives of the recipient
organizations.




Hugs of Love Award

Previous Grant Award

Shade Tree Presentation



Project Reflection

» In conclusion, while the students are making the blankets, the adult
leader will work with them on becoming more knowledgeable about:

— The Comprehensive Cancer Centers and services they provide to cancer
patients

— The Las Vegas Adult Day Care Center and the services they provide to the
elderly

— The adult leader will also impress upon the students the importance of
becoming involved in your community, discussing what can be done to assist
the community, and to encourage the students to take active roles in
supporting their local community needs.

— Innovations’ students are Ambassadors. This project allows our students to
take what they learn in school each day to practical use in the community.
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Project Description

Students from grades 6 — 12 will be making fleece blankets to donate
to cancer patients and the elderly.

Students will be responsible for cutting material, making the blankets,
and finishing the edges for the recipients.

Students will be working individually and in small groups with an adult
supervisor to leam the art of sewing.

Students will make the blankels during a specialized global class at
school each day from February to the end of the school year.
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Project Description

+ While the students are making the blankels, they will also mest with
lhe school's nurse to talk about the following items associated with
cancer and the elderly.

~ Mental problems dealing with iflness and aging

- Emotional problems for a family berf ker of an ilt or aging person

— Physical problems dealing with cancer and probk iated with
illness and aging

Family issues and coping skills associated with being a caretaker or parent of

an ll or aging person
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Development of the
Project

* The idea for Comforting the Community arose from two major ideas.

~ ICSN has a high school student who is severely ill with cancer at
this time. She has had to undergo homebound instruction and
daily chemotherapy. Students have missed her in school and
want o help her in any way possible.

~ In discussing her condition, the students have reached out o
others who are in the same situalion and asked how they can
help as many people as possible. The students noted that these
people sit in chairs or lie in beds for hours during their
chemotherapy and want to make something to keep them warm.
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* We also have many students and staff members at schoal who have
elderly parents and grandparents who cannot care for themselves
during the day. As the students have seen their loved ones placed in
a facllity each day because (hey cannot care for themselves, they
have also asked how to help these ‘grandmas and grandpas’feel as
if they are still safe at home.,

* The sludents have asked to make lap blankets for the elderly to
remind them they are loved and to warm thelr bodies and spirits so
they will know they are not forgotten by Iheir families and close
friends during the day while they are away from home.




Benefit To The Community

+ Create and implement neighborhocod-based service
learning where students from the school help
people in the community by completing a project
that can be donated to a service organization

Help those who need a ‘little extra love and warmth’
Give back to the community our time, talents, and
thankfulness in a project-based manner that

produces fleece blankets for those in need (3

Project Importance

Produce fleece blankels for a variety of ages ranaing from small child
to adult

Donate lhese blankets to the Comprehensive Cancer Centers of Las
Vegas to keep the patients who are undergoing chemotherapy
surrounded with warmth and the feeling of security while undergoing
treatment

Donate these blankets to the Las Vegas Adult Day Care Center to
remind elderly citizens they are loved and valued members of our
society while providing them warmth when they are away from home
Show the community that young people can be civic minded,
caring, and compassionate about members of society outside
of their Immediate families
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Project Responsibilities

The project will be carried out utilizing students at Innovations in
grades 6- 12,

The student leader is a senior who will graduate this year seeking
attendance lo a medical school. He will be the spokesperson for the
project and will assist other students in making the blankets.

The adult leader is a community liaison who will be reaching out to
the centers to find out more about them to share with the students
and fo teach students how to make the blankets.

.




Adult - Student
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Interaction
* In completing the project, the following are ways the adults / students
will work together:

- Purchasing the supplies and following the project's budget

- Leaming about cancer and aging

~ Reaching out to the community

- Working together side-by-side to make the blankets and to deliver
the blankets to the community partners

~ Communicating with media and with the blanket recipients
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Fiscal and Grant Support

* The funding needed for Comforting the Community will lotal
$1,000.00

+ The funding will assist in purchasing materials and supplies needed

to construct the blankets

Our students and staff members will be donating 600 hours to the

project for the blanket construction, delivery, and community outreach
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Previous Grant Award

+ Innovations was awarded a YMAPP grant last year for our Hugs of
Love Project, This project made blankels for Shade Tree and
disabled wheelchair velerans. We had media coverage and the
acceplance of the blankets was heartfelt on the part of the students,
parents, staff members, and the representatives of the recipient
organizations.
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Project Reflection

+ In conclusion, while the students are making the blankets, 1he adult
leader will work with them on becoming more knowledgeable about:
— The Comprehensive Cancer Centers and services they provide to cancer
patients
- The Las Vegas Adult Day Care Centsr and the services they provide to the
elderly
~ The adutt leader will also impress upon the students the importancs of
becoming involved in your community, discussing what can be dons to assist
the community, and to encourege the students to take active roles in
supporting their local community needs.
- jons' students are Ambassadors. This projest allows our students to
take what they leam in school each day to practical use in the community.




® Our group is called “Sew Happy” and
we make adult bibs. The bibs help
protect clothes from becoming soiled
and keeps clothes dry. Each bib is
made with a special waterproof fabric
called PUL, to repel spills. g




“Sew Happy”

We applied for the YNAPP Grant
(Youth Neighborhood Association Partnership Program)

to receive the funding needed to create
beneficial bibs. ) N




We thread our needles
for those in need!
® Materials cost-approximately $1,001.60
® This will make 125 bibs |

® We will be soliciting donations to cover

the extra costs that are not covered by
the YNAPP. &




Community Benefits

® This project will bring together people
of all ages and abilities to sew bibs for
older adults who need assistance with
daily living skills, to help retain their
dignity and independence.



Phase 1

® Design and make prototype bib
® Gather interested volunteers of all ages
® L ocate/secure facility to sew bibs




Phase 2

® Involve all ages in purchasing fabrics,
materials, supplies and notions.

® Will partner one adult with one youth
volunteer

® Locate/designate nursing homes and
adult day care centers in need of bibs



Phase 3

® All ages will trace, cut and sew the bibs




Phase 4

® Distribute the bibs

® The project is planned to be completed
by Wednesday, May 1, 2013. Just in
time to celebrate Older Americans
Month. |



‘Volunteers

® Centennial Hills Active Adult Center

® Doolittle Senior Center Sewing Club

® Las Vegas Quilters Guild

® Park Ambassadors

® Peccole Ranch Young Women's Group

® Mountains Edge Young Women’s
Group

® LVMPD-Downtown Area Command



Volunteers
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Steps to build a bib

. Design the pattern on tracing paper

. Pin the pattern on the fabric

. Cut out the bib and backing fabric

. Press with iron

. Sew PUL fabric to backing fabric

. Sew bias tape around bib

. Sew Velcro piece to back of bib

. Sew “Sew Happy” label to inside of bib



® The youth are involved in all aspects of
the project. They are involved in the
planning of the project, the budgeting
and purchasing of the fabric and
materials. They are involved in the
grant application. They will learn how
to make a pattern, trace, cut and sew
the bibs. They will also assist in the
distribution of the bibs when
completed.



Recipients

® We have provided sample bibs to the
following organizations:

® Adult Day Care Center of Las Vegas
0901 N. Jones LV, NV 89108
® Catholic Charities of Southern Nevada
— Senior Services Division
O531 N. 30t LV, NV 89101

These are just two of many non-profit organizations that
we will be able to serve.



® This PUL fabric provides protection for

clothing from food and liquid spills.

® PUL is the most important part of the
bib.
® PUL is the necessity to retain the

dignity and mdependence of an-
individual. T




® If we are granted
this $1,000, it will
make someone’s
day “SEW” Happy.




City of Las Vegas ana'Las Vegas - Clark County Library District
with the suppart ot the Clark County Schoal District
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THE 4TH ANNUAL YOUTH CONFERENCE

April28-9a.m.-3 p.m.

FREE AND OPEN West Las Yegas Arts Genter
oo i 947 Lake Wead Bi

Ages 10 to 18 years are invited to the 4th Annual
West Las Vegas Arts Center’s Youth Conference. The goal

is to encourage youth to become independent-thinking adults.

The conference provides the necessary tools to empower and enlighten young men and women during
thelr transition into adulthood. The conference will focus on thought-provoking dialogues to foster clear
communication between young men and women and to find clear solutions to youth problems and issues,
such as education, choices, self-respect, bullying, gang violence ard relationships.
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Applications are available; please call 229-4800 for more information.
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