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By Carol Cling
Las Vegas Review-Journal

The Las Vegas showgirl may be an endangered species — and about to go all but
 extinct when Bally's "Jubilee!" the last of the Strip's showgirl spectaculars, closes in
 February.

Starting next June, however, locals will be able to relive those glittering, glamorous days of yesteryear, thanks to an
 upcoming collaboration between the Las Vegas News Bureau and the Nevada State Museum, Las Vegas.

An exhibit celebrating the Tropicana's long-running, long-gone "Folies Bergere" will feature costumes from the show,
 which the Tropicana donated to the museum last year, accompanied by photographs from the news bureau's extensive
 archives.

January 7, 2016 - 3:41pm

'Folies' exhibit to feature historic costumes,
 photos

Folies at the Tropicana, Felicia Atkins, lead showgirl. 5-24-72.
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Developing the exhibit is "so exciting," according to Ginny Poehling, the news bureau's media services manager, who's
 reviewing about 6,000 images while preparing the display.

In some cases, the exhibit will match costumes — from shoes to those towering headpieces — to news bureau
 photographs showing performers wearing them.

After all, when news bureau photographers shot their images, only two pictures might have been used for promotional
 purposes, leaving many photos more unseen for decades, Poehling explains.

In conjunction with the exhibit's debut, panel discussions featuring locals who worked in the "Folies" will be held at the
 museum, she adds.

Inspired by Paris' original "Folies Bergere," the Tropicana's version opened Dec. 24, 1959, and closed March 28, 2009 —
 a few months shy of its 50th anniversary, but still Las Vegas' longest-running production show.

"Jubilee!" by contrast, will end after a 34-year run.

Read more stories from Carol Cling at reviewjournal.com. Contact her at ccling@reviewjournal.com and follow
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By JEFF MOSIERVIEW STAFF WRITER

When large-scale planned communities began to take shape in the late 1940s, simple covenants were the law of the land.
 Homeowners associations sprang up later as a way to enforce those covenants, but they didn t gain mass acceptance
 until the 80s and 90s.

There were about 10,000 community or homeowners associations nationwide in 1970, and that number has increased to
 260,000 since, according to the Community Associations Institute.

There are an estimated 3,000 homeowners associations in the Las Vegas Valley, incorporating about 1.2 million people.

HOAs exploded in popularity over the last several decades for three reasons, according to Evan McKenzie, a political
 science professor at the University of Illinois at Chicago. McKenzie published a housing study in 2005 about the emerging
 trends in American gated communities, and specifcally in Las Vegas, as it was the fastest-growing area in the country.

The frst reason is that developers pursue high density in order to maintain profts despite rising land costs,  McKenzie
 wrote.

Privately governed common interest housing developments allow for more people on less land and create common
 ownership of public areas.

One of the frst such communities in the valley was Bonanza Village, near d owntown.

Built in 1946, it was a 168-lot development of single-family homes that were sold with whites-only race-restrictive
 covenants, as was common at the time in emerging communities nationwide, such as Levittown, N.Y. , the country s frst
 master-planned suburb.

The early covenants, conditions and restrictions, or CC&Rs, in Bonanza Village also had guidelines regarding servants
 quarters, stables, crop growing and even the number of animals permitted on the property  up to 12 chickens, six rabbits
 and a reasonable  number of dogs, cats and horses.

There was, however, no homeowners association at the time to enforce these rules, and one was not formed until 1971.

The second reason for the increasing number of HOAs is that local governments seek growth and increased tax
 revenues with minimal public expenditure,  McKenzie wrote.

These communities privatize what normally would be government responsibilities, such as maintaining streets and
 landscaping.

City governments nationwide have been supportive of the creation of this system because they collect property taxes from
 all homeowners in the city but are increasingly less involved with the upkeep of it, according to s tate Sen. Mike
 Schneider, D-Las Vegas.

Nowadays, at least in Las Vegas, HOAs are law.

The c ity of Las Vegas virtually mandates that new development be done with homeowner associations,  McKenzie
 wrote.

Bonanza Village one of frst communities in
 Las Vegas to start an HOA
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Zoning and development codes passed in 1997 require that all new housing within planned development zones contain
 certain features such as a landscaping plan, open spaces and security walls. If such features are included  which they
 must be  then there must be a homeowners association to maintain them, McKenzie said.

The city of Henderson, Clark County and the city of North Las Vegas soon copied this type of legislation, according to
 Monica Caruso of Southern Nevada Home B uilders.

Government fgured out, Oh, wait, this is a good thing to do,  Caruso said. We ll still get the tax revenues, but
 we don t have to fx their streets and lights.

Caruso also said racially targeted covenants such as those in Bonanza Village have existed since the 1800s.

The third reason is that many middle- and upper-class home buyers, fearful of crime and disenchanted with government,
 are in search of a privatized utopia offering security, a homogenous population and managerial private government,
 McKenzie wrote.

Former Las Vegas Review-Journal real estate editor Mike Henle said this was the huge selling point for home builders in
 the 80s and 90s when HOA growth exploded.

The idea was to create this perfect neighborhood,  Henle said. (Residents) were part of an HOA, and everybody
 thought it was the best thing since sliced bread.

HOAs, while controversial, continue to thrive, and about 10,000 new community associations are formed each year.

Contact View education reporter Jeff Mosier at jmosier@viewnews.com or 224-5524.
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By Marian Green
Las Vegas Review-Journal

Roosters crowed, and the burro brayed, and kids and parents cooed as they fed tidbits to the deer and goats Sunday at
 the Bonnie Springs Ranch in the shadow of Red Rock Canyon. Folks strolled the grounds, and the actors at the Old West
 town played their sheriff and bad guy parts.

But something — or rather someone — was missing. Bonnie Levinson, lover of animals and owner-operator of the ranch
 attraction she created more than six decades ago, has died.

Levinson was 94 when she fell ill and was briefy hospitalized before she died Jan. 29. Her family announced the death
 Sunday and plans to have a public gathering from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday to celebrate her life.

Bonnie Springs Ranch namesake dies at
 age 94

Photos of Bonnie Levinson, former owner and operator of Bonnie Springs Ranch in Las Vegas, are seen in the
 ranch‘s o�ce Sunday, Feb. 7, 2016. Levinson passed away on Jan. 29 at 94 years old. Jason Ogulnik/Las Vegas
 Review-Journal
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She is already missed, not only by her own family, friends and employees but also by the many generations of families
 who cherished coming to the ranch over the years and would stop Levinson to chat and take photos.

Las Vegan Kelly Barrington was saddened by the news. "Oh my gosh, I've been coming here since I was a child," said
 Barrington, 42.

"I've seen Bonnie many, many times. A really loving woman."

Not many know much about her early life. Born July 30, 1921, she lived in Hollywood with her mother and father, an actor
 and director, said her son, Alan Levinson, who runs the ranch with his sister, April Hopper, two of Bonnie's three children.

A dancer, Bonnie Levinson worked in the movie business for a while, but one day decided she wanted to ice skate, her
 son said.

It took her a while, but she kept working at it. "And she actually got a part with [famed fgure skater] Sonja Henie."

Then Bonnie Levinson and her mom bought a small piece of property in Twenty-Nine Palms in the 1940s where they
 raised turkeys. "I always used to ask her, 'How did this come about? Hollywood, lingerie, professional ice skater, turkey
 farmer.' It made no sense."

He still doesn't know the answer. "I guess it was just her wanting to be out."

Whatever the reasons, it was the turkey business that brought her to Las Vegas to deliver the birds — alive, her son said
 — to the hotels and restaurants. One day after delivering turkeys to a friend who owned a diner in town and was preparing
 to return home, he told her he wanted to show her a ranch he thought she'd love.

"He brought her out here early in the morning and she saw the sunrise on the mountains and the view, and then next thing
 you know she was here," her son said. After leasing the place, she bought it within the year, and shortly thereafter married
 Al Levinson, who died in 1994.

The ranch had no paved roads and no electricity. "Even when I was a kid we had no power and dirt roads for a few years,"
 said her son, who's 56.

Initially, she and her husband had a bar and a couple of cabins, and friends who were dancers and others from the shows
 on the Strip would come out to visit.

"They wanted to go horseback riding, and so my mom got a couple horses so they could go horseback riding, so then she
 got a few more so this was kind of the little hangout for those people," he said.

Soon the couple added a restaurant. "There were always stray dogs, and by the time I was in my early teens people
 started dumping off animals out here, bunnies, and of course she started collecting so we had a small zoo of sorts."

She stood 5 feet 1 inch and weighed maybe 100 pounds, but she had a personality that drew people to her. "She never
 met a stranger," and always made time to talk to visitors, he said. "My mom loved everybody."

The ranch, which includes the petting zoo, horse stables, a hotel and restaurant and bar, operates seven days a week,
 with only the old West town and its shops going dark Monday and Tuesday. At its core, it's a family attraction, he said.

"My dad and mom used to say the family has to have somewhere to go with the kids."

Beverly Boyer, assistant manager of the petting zoo, was misty-eyed as she talked about her boss.

"She was a pistol. I would have loved to have known her in her younger days," Boyer said. "I used to tell her, 'Bonnie
 you've lived three lifetimes in one life from little Hollywood girl to famous dancer, to ranch hand.'"

Bonnie would come to the petting zoo, bearing treats for the animals, and tell stories of how she raised some by hand,
 including a lynx named Simba and two wolves, Tikia and Little Foot. "She'd tell us, 'They're my vitamins. I have to come
 here to get my vitamins,'" Boyer said.

By the time Boyer got to know her, Bonnie was in a wheelchair, having her second broken hip at age 91. "We'd take her to
 the lynx enclosure, and he'd always meet her at the door and rub up on her."

Before Bonnie died, she'd ask Boyer and the others whether the kids were enjoying it and were still coming out. "We'd tell
 her every day that the kids are still coming out. She'd tell us, 'I built this place for the city kids because they don't know
 what animals are.'"

Bonnie, she said, left an important legacy. "She wanted as many people to enjoy this place as possible. It's something I
 hope lives on a very long time."

Levinson said it's been a di�cult time since his mother died, but he can take comfort in knowing, "this was where she
 wanted to be, and I can say she probably did everything she wanted to do with her life."

Contact Marian Green at mgreen@reviewjournal.com or 702-387-5205. Find her on Twitter: @mgreen0708
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LV WEEKLY
WESTSIDE STORY: THE LEGACY AND HEART OF

 A HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOOD

Kristen Peterson

It’s quiet at the corner of
 Jackson Avenue and F
 Street, where empty lots
 and vacant buildings define
 the historic landscape. A
 man rides by on his bicycle.
 A car occasionally passes through the intersection, and a
 security guard sits down on a chair outside the old New
 Town Tavern.

Pastor William McCurdy pulls up to check on renovations
 inside the tavern, slated to become a casino named the
 Tokyo. The dilapidated apartments across F Street are
 coming down, he says, for a new parking garage.
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Historic Westside

 

 Photo: Mikayla Whitmore
The exterior of the Christensen
 Home located in the Historic
 Westside in Las Vegas, Nev. on
 Feb. 1, 2016.

We look south and settle our
 eyes on the Historic
 Westside sign on the F Street
 underpass, the outcome of a
 contentious freeway-
widening project that for six
 years blocked F Street with a
 concrete wall, severing it
 from Downtown and
 echoing a tumultuous
 history of segregation.

McCurdy has lived in this
 area most of his life. He points to a building that used to
 be the Jackson Community Center, where he played as a
 kid, and to the next block over, where there once was a
 bowling alley. “I’ve seen it in its glory days. I’ve seen the
 decline,” he says. “I want it to be revitalized. I want to see
 people be employed. I want to see homes built. You need
 roo�ops to support businesses. It’s very important that
 we have the same amenities as they do across town.”

Segregation built this neighborhood. Desegregation led to
 its decline. And architecture tells the story. In the 1930s,
 African Americans were pushed to the Westside as
 business licenses were no longer issued to them
 elsewhere. Projects like the Hoover Dam brought workers
 from all over the country, including the South, where
 segregation was a way of life. Residents lacked amenities
 and adequate housing, but the growing community built
 up the neighborhood, turning Jackson Avenue into a
 bustling hub of businesses and nightclubs like the Brown
 Derby and the Cotton Club. The area drew celebrities
 white and black, from Frank Sinatra to Eartha Kitt.

“At one time the Westside
 was the sole black
 community—the only area
 where African Americans
 could live,” says Claytee
 White, director of UNLV’s
 Oral History Research
 Center, who would like to
 see that history recognized
 and celebrated for its

1 / 50
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 uniqueness and past
 limitations, along with the
 foundation it provides for the “limitless possibilities of the
 future.”

Longtime residents remember how desegregation allowed
 African Americans to live and work elsewhere in the
 Valley. The core population took a hit, but the Westside is
 still vibrant.

“It is the black cultural hub, where churches are still
 attended by over 18,000 blacks on Sunday mornings,”
 White says, adding that ideas from the redevelopment
 taking place a half-mile away Downtown could be
 transferred across the tracks, “making this area viable
 again in this new era.”

The Plan

At UNLV’s Downtown Design Center, director Steven Clarke
 discusses renderings of the Westside, part of the
 HUNDRED Plan, an acronym for Historic Urban
 Neighborhood Design Redevelopment. It originated in
 2014, when Councilman Ricki Barlow approached the
 Design Center about revitalizing the Westside. Clarke, who
 took over the arm of the School of Architecture that year,
 inherited the plan funded through the Las Vegas Historic
 Preservation Commission’s Centennial Legacy Grant. He
 learned there were five Westside redevelopment plans on
 the shelf, one a largely academic in-house study he
 reworked to include input from residents, about 200
 attending an intensive planning meeting over three days.

Clarke and a team of
 architecture students,
 faculty and local and
 international design
 consultants listened to the
 community. On provided
 name tags, attendees were
 asked to write one word
 describing what the
 Westside meant to them.
 The most common word
 was home, “whether they
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 Photo: Mikayla Whitmore
A look at a Historic Westside
 revitalization plan
 spearheaded by Steven Clarke,
 Director of the UNLV
 Downtown Design Center, on
 Jan. 29, 2016.

 

 Photo: Mikayla Whitmore
A look at a Historic Westside
 revitalization plan
 spearheaded by Steven Clarke,
 Director of the UNLV
 Downtown Design Center, on
 Jan. 29, 2016.

 lived there or not.”

“The historic Westside is a
 community that’s full of
 passion. They have a lot to
 say about their community,”
 Clarke says. “It wasn’t just
 people who lived in the area
 but people who had a stake in the community, African
 Americans who had lived there, and people who’d le�
 because they could.”

The HUNDRED vision sees Washington Avenue becoming
 the entertainment corridor celebrating the African
 American experience; a stepping stone to Downtown.
 Jackson Avenue would thrive again, bookended by
 Jackson Memorial Park and Plaza and the Walker African
 American Museum. Housing design would reference the
 community’s historical landscape. “The Westside is so
 unique and so di�erent from other parts of the city,”
 Clarke says. “It has its own architecture and building
 typologies. There are opportunities for innovations in
 urban downtown living. People think density means
 towers.”

This plan favors cottage clusters, and nothing more than
 three stories. “We’re currently working with Councilman
 Barlow and the City of Las Vegas to transition the
 HUNDRED Plan to the City,” Clarke says. “Our hope is to
 have the plan gra�ed as part of the Vision Las Vegas
 Downtown 2035 Plan.”

City Council approval would
 give the HUNDRED o�icial
 status and help guide
 economic investment in the
 Westside, something UNLV’s
 Claytee White sees as
 advantageous for all of Las
 Vegas. “The redevelopment
 of Downtown shows that
 our tourists are more
 sophisticated than we
 thought,” she says. “This is
 an area that is equally rich in
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 Photo: Mikayla Whitmore
Gwen Walker stands outside the
 Walker African American
 Museum, 705 W. Van Buren,
 located in the Historic Westside
 on Jan. 29, 2016.

 potential. The cultural arts
 center/library is the core of the community, allowing
 plays, poetry sessions of all types, arts exhibits, readings
 and celebrations. Those celebrations could eventually
 spill over into the revitalized Jackson Avenue corridor,
 bringing in tourist dollars and sharing Westside history.”

The Collector

There was a time when Gwen
 Walker hit thri� shops,
 antique stores, yard sales
 and swap meets incognito.
 Local papers had been
 writing about her, and she
 didn’t want sellers
 recognizing her and jacking
 up prices.

She’d been on a bender,
 buying anything that had
 anything to do with black
 people: paintings, old newspapers, statues, books,
 postcards, consumer products, photos of black models in
 print ads and a Michael Jackson doll. Politics, business,
 sports, education, pop culture. Not just Americans—
Russian writer Alexander Pushkin and French author
 Alexandre Dumas. “Anything that has a black face, was
 written by blacks or African Americans or written about
 blacks or African Americans.” Walker will even request a
 magazine in her doctor’s o�ice if there’s an African
 American on the cover, or settle for a photo copy.

Her life’s work is a perfect art project evolving with the
 calendar—a collection where African Americans aren’t
 absent, remedying a situation from her youth. Assigned a
 school report on black history at age 13, she couldn’t find
 the necessary resources in her school library. This, despite
 growing up in a predominantly African American
 community adjacent to the Westside.

A world opened up when her mother bought her the Negro
 Heritage Library—an inspiration and a great resource, she
 says, for someone who wasn’t being taught contributions
 by African Americans in school, save for Black History
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 Photo: Mikayla Whitmore
The West Las Vegas Library, 951
 W Lake Mead Blvd, on Jan. 28,

 2016.

 Month, “the shortest month of the year.”

Her Walker African American History Museum sits in a
 small house on West Van Buren Avenue. It opened in the
 ’90s, a�er collecting became Walker’s drive. She’d quit
 smoking and used her saved cigarette money to hit yard
 sales, not planning at first to display her bounty. She
 doesn’t know how much she has, because she never
 stopped collecting.

Unfortunately, 90 percent of that vast collection is
 temporarily stored elsewhere. There have been burst
 pipes, floods and break-ins, but Walker’s plan remains
 undeterred. Her mother owns two parcels where the
 museum sits, and they want to buy a third. Either way, the
 HUNDRED Plan has the museum anchoring Jackson
 Avenue.

“My love for finding about our history made me proud and
 our children proud,” says Walker, whose Black Pioneers of
 Nevada publication is at the West Las Vegas Library. “I
 used to go with suitcases to churches and rec-rooms and
 talk about the importance of preserving our heritage.
 We’re hoping to build a permanent facility, if not here
 where we are, then wherever God puts us so that legacy
 lives on.”

Cultural Core

The West Las Vegas Arts Center is hopping on a Saturday
 a�ernoon, an improvisational composition of rhythm and
 motion. Cars move through the full lots, engines
 humming, doors opening and closing. Conversations buzz
 around the campus as basketballs pound the nearby
 courts. This is the cultural epicenter of West Las Vegas.

Inside, artist John Trimble is
 greeting guests for the
 opening of his new exhibit
 The Hues of Souls. Jazz
 music in the gallery is met
 with drums in the dance
 room, young bodies moving
 to the spontaneous
 syncopation. Sta� members,
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 Photo: Mikayla Whitmore
The Doolittle Community
 Center in West Las Vegas on
 Feb. 1, 2016.

 darting from room to room,
 stop to answer questions,
 chat and o�er directions, but pretty much everyone
 knows where they’re going.

Launched in 1995, this is the center for discussion groups,
 cultural events, readings, dance classes, rites of passage—
whatever serves the community. The night before
 Trimble’s opening, Dr. Ti�any Tyler led a discussion as
 part of an educational and cultural series. Today,
 appetizers fill the table. The upright piano is covered with
 patterned fabric, and Trimble is talking about “Choir
 Practice,” a piece he finished a�er meeting black artist
 Synthia Saint James, whose work was featured on The
 Cosby Show. It hangs near a painting of Spyro Gyra from
 when the jazz fusion band played at Jazz in the Park. Jazz
 inspires his work, he says, surrounded by paintings in bold
 colors of beach scenes and jazz musicians.

Around the corner on J Street, families and clusters of kids
 pour out of Doolittle Community Center carrying trophies
 while basketball games take place in the gymnasiums
 inside. It’s one big campus coming together, the West Las
 Vegas Arts Center, the West Las Vegas Theater, the West
 Las Vegas Library and the long-standing Doolittle.

Marcia Robinson, who heads
 the arts center, grew up in
 East St. Louis, Illinois,
 received her MFA from
 University of California San
 Diego and has a doctorate
 in education from UNLV. The
 former dancer in Hallelujah
 Hollywood! at the MGM
 Grand and Jubilee has been
 director since the center
 opened. She emphasizes mentoring, given her experience
 with African American choreographer Katherine Dunham.
 “Our program is socialization through the arts. As
 Katherine Dunham says, I see it as taking the edges o�
 their lives and trying to channel them into ways of
 thinking and behaving that will help them in other parts of
 the world,” Robinson says. “I’m one of those young
 people.”
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 Photo: Mikayla Whitmore
A neon sign signifying the New
 Town Tavern and Casino,
 located on F Street and
 Jackson in the Historic
 Westside on Jan. 29, 2016.

Preservation

The telling of Las Vegas’ story isn’t complete without the
 Westside. The neighborhoods are dotted with dedication
 markers of the Pioneer Trail, established by the city,
 county and community as a “journey through early Las
 Vegas.”

The Moulin Rouge—the first integrated casino, and site of
 the Moulin Rouge Agreement that legally ended
 segregation of Strip casinos—is gone, but the Harrison
 House still stands at 1001 F Street, where in the ’40s and
 ’50s Genevieve Harrison housed black entertainers.
 There’s Jackson Avenue, which thrived during
 segregation, and the Westside School on Washington
 Avenue, built in 1923 and the oldest standing
 schoolhouse in Las Vegas.

“The Historic Westside
 contains some of the oldest
 buildings in Las Vegas,
 ranging in styles from
 vernacular to popular 1920s
 and 1930s styles like
 bungalow and mission
 revival. There are a fair
 amount of mid-century-style
 buildings as well,” says
 Courtney Mooney, urban
 design coordinator and
 historic preservation o�icer
 for the City of Las Vegas.
 “The vernacular architecture
 is one feature that sets this
 area apart as there is not a
 lot of it le� in the city.” The
 area is bounded by what is
 now West Bonanza Road, H Street, West Washington
 Avenue and the railroad tracks, Mooney says, and was the
 city’s first urban development. “It beat the east side of the
 tracks by a few months. Through a series of unfortunate
 events and eventually de facto segregation, the area was
 e�ectively cut o� from the emerging development on the
 east side and le� to languish for many years. Because of
 this, people forget how important the area is to our
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 Photo: Mikayla Whitmore
The exterior of the Harrison
 House located in the Historic
 Westside in Las Vegas, Nev. on
 Feb. 1, 2016.

 collective history.”

Mooney was involved in
 getting West Las Vegas’
 Berkley Square
 neighborhood listed on the
 National Register of Historic
 Places in 2009, following the
 listing of the Westside
 School (1979) and the
 Moulin Rouge (1992, though
 a 2009 fire led to its eventual
 demolition). Constructed
 from 1954 to 1955 near
 Owens Avenue and D Street, Berkley Square was the first
 minority-built subdivision in Nevada.

The 148 one-story, rectangular, ranch-style homes were
 designed to be atmospherically middle-class and to
 improve living conditions on the Westside. The
 development was financed in part by Thomas L. Berkley, a
 prominent attorney, media owner, developer and civil
 rights activist from Oakland, California. In 2012, Las Vegas
 artist Joseph Watson was commissioned to create
 banners that hang throughout the neighborhood.

In an oral-history interview with Berkley Square resident
 Ruth Eppenger D’Hondt, Claytee White asks about
 discussions D’Hondt’s family had about race relations in
 Las Vegas while sitting around in the first African American
 subdivision designed by black LA architect Paul Revere
 Williams.

“We didn’t sit around,” D’Hondt told her. “We worked.”

Work and perseverance defined the struggles and
 triumphs of a marginalized community living without
 equal employment opportunities and services. Survival
 meant being resourceful—working two jobs or running a
 family business, making ends meet against the odds.
 Some le� for other parts of the Valley when segregation
 ended, but so many stayed. D’Hondt still lives in Berkley
 Square, and has fought to keep it together while watching
 it crumble as careless tenants and absent landlords take
 over—a reality that has hit many Las Vegas
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 Photo: Mikayla Whitmore
The exterior of Annie's Kitchen,
 1212 D Street, in West Las
 Vegas on Jan. 29, 2016.

 neighborhoods as sprawl has crept outward.

But this area is championed.
 Residents successfully
 fought to reopen F Street,
 connecting them to
 Downtown redevelopment.
 The city-owned Westside
 School is under renovation.
 A portion of it is slated to be
 a museum celebrating the
 rich history of the
 community, says Barlow,
 who attended Head Start there as a child. (The campus
 also includes a 1948 building, housing nonprofit public
 radio station KCEP.) The school’s history stretches back to
 racially integrated classes in the ’20s, and it’s being
 restored using oral histories and memorabilia.

“Preserving this historic school is important because it will
 serve to culturally enrich our community,” Barlow said in
 2010, when he and the city were organizing workshops
 and open houses. The sentiment resonates, that a
 community should put a premium on honoring its roots.
 “Lessons learned from the past help us to set our sights
 and accomplish where we need to be in the future. By
 preserving this historic building we are leaving something
 for future generations, and that is something to be proud
 of.”


