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STAFF REPORT 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING DATE:  01/27/16 

DEPARTMENT:  PLANNING  

ITEM DESCRIPTION:  For possible action regarding an application for a Certificate of 

Appropriateness for a Master Sign Plan for the Historic Westside School, located at 330-

350 W. Washington Avenue, (APN 139-27-201-004), C-V (Civic) Zone, Ward 5 (Barlow) 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

09/24/08 HPC approved a request for the selection of plaques for properties listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places (HPC-30085) within the city of Las Vegas. 

Locations included the Westside School, located at 330 West Washington Avenue 

(APNs 139-27-211-053 and 058), Ward 5 (Barlow). 

 

11/19/08 City Council approved a Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Las 

Vegas and the Commission for the Las Vegas Centennial for grant funding in the 

amount of $250,000.00 for certain improvements to the Historic Westside School 

located at 330 West Washington Avenue - Ward 5 (Barlow). 

 

05/28/09 The Planning Commission recommended approval of a petition to vacate a 20-

foot wide by 300-foot long public right-of-way (alley) generally located 139 feet 

northeast from the northeast corner of Washington Avenue and "D" Street. 

 

07/01/09 The Las Vegas City Council approved petition to vacate a 20-foot wide by 300-

foot long public right-of-way (alley) generally located 139 feet northeast from the 

northeast corner of Washington Avenue and "D" Street. 

 

08/26/09 HPC approved a request for HPC Centennial Legacy budget funding (HPC-

35662) in the amount of $2,000 for transcription of oral history interviews for the 

Westside School, located at 330 West Washington Avenue (APNs 139-27-211-

053 and 058), C-V (Civic) Zone, Ward 5 (Barlow). 

 

02/24/10 HPC approved a request to designate the Westside School (HPC-37298), located 

at 330 West Washington Avenue (APNs 139-27-211-053 and 058), C-V (Civic) 

Zone, on the city of Las Vegas Historic Property Register as an Historic 

Landmark, Ward 5 (Barlow). 

 

04/22/10 Planning Commission recommended approval of request to designate the 

Westside School as an Historic Landmark on the city of Las Vegas Historic 

Property Register(DIR-37526), as approved by Historic Preservation Commission 

(HPC-37298). 
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05/19/10 City Council approved request to designate the Westside School as an Historic 

Landmark on the city of Las Vegas Historic Property Register (DIR-37526), as 

approved by Historic Preservation Commission (HPC-37298). 
 

02/02/11 City Council approved an award of Agreement No. 110135-TF, Master Planning, 

Community Outreach and Architectural Programming Services for the Historic 

Westside School & Variety Early Learning Center. 
 

02/02/11 City Council approved a Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Las 

Vegas and the Commission for the Las Vegas Centennial for grant funding in the 

amount of $300,000.00 to fund a master plan for the Historic Westside School 

and Variety Early Learning Center and Historic Preservation Plan for the Historic 

Westside School located at 330 West Washington Avenue (APNs 139-27-211-

053 & 139-27-211-058), C-V (Civic) Zone, Ward 5 (Barlow). 
 

09/28/11 HPC approved an application with conditions for a Certificate of Appropriateness 

(HPC-43283) for the Historic Westside School Master Plan which provides 

recommendations for the rehabilitation and adaptive reuse of the Historic 

Westside School, located at 330 West Washington Avenue (APNs 139-27-211-

053 & 139-27-211-058), C-V (Civic) Zone, Ward 5 (Barlow). 
 

12/10/14 HPC approved an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness (HPC-56925) 

for a custom artist-designed gate to be installed at the Historic Westside School, 

located at 330-350 West Washington Avenue (APN 139-27-201-004), C-V 

(Civic) Zone, Ward 5 (Barlow). 
 

12/10/14 HPC approved with comments the draft amendment to the nomination to the 

National Register of Historic Places (HPC-56942) to include the 1948 building of 

the Historic Westside School, located at 330-350 West Washington Avenue (APN 

139-27-201-004), C-V (Civic) Zone, Ward 5 (Barlow). 
 

01/28/15 HPC approved the revised amendment to the nomination to the National Register 

of Historic Places (HPC-57512) to include the 1948 building of the Historic 

Westside School, located at 330-350 West Washington Avenue (APN 139-27-

201-004), C-V (Civic) Zone, Ward 5 (Barlow). 
 

 

ANALYSIS 
 

The City of Las Vegas is requesting approval of an application for a Certificate of 

Appropriateness for a Master Sign Plan for the Historic Westside School property. 
 

A Master Sign Plan (MSP) is required for certain types of development in order to allow the 

Planning Commission and City Council to ensure the appropriate relationships among building 

elevations, signage and circulation. MSPs encourage integrated signage, with an emphasis on 

wall signs and central identification signage rather than multiple freestanding signs along the 

street frontage in order to reduce clutter. A MSP is required for the Historic Westside School 

because of the possibilities for multiple tenants, and to allow for tenants to identify themselves 

along West Washington Avenue and D Street. 
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The current application includes the following (numbers correspond with attached sheet 

ASK-045): 

 One monument sign (1,4):  This double-sided sign with removable tenant signs is located 

on the south side of the property facing Washington Avenue.  It is 9’ wide by 9’4” tall and 

constructed of painted metal.  The sign face is internally lit with LED lighting, illuminating 

the tenants of the Historic Westside School.  

 Three dedication plaques (2,6):  These bronze plaques are 2’ wide by 1’4” tall and are 

located near the Washington Avenue (south) entrance of the 1948 building. One dedication 

plaque is for the City of Las Vegas Councilman Ricki Barlow, the second is for Nevada 

State Senator Harry Reid, and the third is for the current City of Las Vegas 

Councilmembers and the City of Las Vegas City Manager.  

 Multiple suite number signs (3,8): One fixed sign 12” wide by 6” tall will be installed for 

each suite near the suite entrances in both buildings.  The signs are constructed of brass 

with raised lettering. 

 Multiple tenant wall signs (3,8): One removable sign 2’ wide by 8” tall will be installed 

near each suite entrance at both buildings. The signs are constructed of brass with raised 

lettering. 

 One way-finding sign (7): This sign will be located at the exterior northwest corner of the 

1923 building.  The sign is 7’3” tall and 5’8” wide, constructed of painted metal with 

removable tenant signs on the north side only, and is externally lit from a ground mounted 

light.   

 Multiple hanging blade signs (10): One removable blade sign per tenant will be installed on 

the W. Washington Avenue (south) and D Street (west) facades.  The signs are 2’ wide by 

3’ tall and will be constructed of a durable, non-flexible metal material that can be replaced 

as needed. The metal material can be “screen printed” for each tenant as needed. The signs 

are attached to the eave at the top with eye hooks and cables, and affixed to the wall with a 

horizontal post and steel anchors at the bottom. 

 

 

FINDINGS 

 

The Historic Preservation Officer has reviewed the application for compliance with the city of 

Las Vegas Unified Development Code, Chapter 19.10.150 Section K. Guidelines, Standards and 

Process for Review of Alteration and New Construction, and has found the MSP to be 

compatible with the recognized distinctive character of the historic building. 

 

Planning staff has reviewed the MSP for compliance with the city of Las Vegas Unified 

Development Code (UDC) Chapter 19.10.020 Section H. Signage, which states that standards for 

signage within the C-V District shall be the same as those indicated in UDC 19.08.120 for the P-

O District with certain additional standards (see attached sign standards), and has determined that 

the Master Sign Plan meets all requirements contained therein with the following exception: 

 

 Per Title 19.10(H)(3), the Multiple hanging Blade Signs are not specifically indicated for 

the P-O (Professional Office) zoning district, and are subject to the review and approval 

of the Planning Commission as part of this Master Sign Application. 
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Therefore, this Master Sign Plan application will be forwarded to the Planning Commission with 

the recommendation of the Historic Preservation Commission and staff. 

 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

APPROVAL 

 

 

BACKUP DOCUMENTS 

 

 Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for 330-350 W. Washington Avenue. 

 UDC Chapter 19.08.120 sign standards for the P-O District. 
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City of Las Vegas Unified Development Code (UDC) Chapter 19.10.020 Section H. Signage, 
which states that standards for signage within the C-V District shall be the same as those 
indicated in UDC 19.08.120 for the P-O District with the following additional standards: 
 

1. Non-illuminated letters identifying the name of a public or semi-public institution may be 
permanently set on the wall of the building, providing the sign does not exceed fifty square 
feet. 

 

2. Signs on public buildings meeting the foregoing criteria may be permitted on structures 
which are a part of the institutional architecture or which are symbolic of the institution and 
the permitted square footage and maximum height limitation of public building signs shall 
apply only to the written message. 

 

3. In addition to the indicated signs, additional signs may be permitted in conjunction with 
public and semi-public institutions subject to the review and approval of the Planning 
Commission as to each case. 

 

UDC Chapter 19.08.120 for the P-O District Standards: 
 

1. Title 19.08.120(F)(17) states Monuments Signs in the P-O (Professional Office) zoning 
district are limited to 75 square feet in size; 10 feet in height when adjacent to 100 feet or 
more of street frontage (there is approximately 300 feet of street frontage along Washington 
Avenue); a minimum of a five-foot setback from the property line; and limited to one 
Monument Sign per street frontage. The proposed Monument Sign meets Title 19.08.120 
Commercial and Industrial Sign Standards for the P-O (Professional Office) zoning district as 
required by 19.10.020. 

 

2. Title 19.08.120(F)(12) states Building Markers in the P-O (Professional Office) zoning 
district are limited to a maximum area of four square feet per sign, with no limit on the 
number of signs. The proposed Building Markers meet Title 19.08.120 Commercial and 
Industrial Sign Standards for the P-O (Professional Office) zoning district as required by 
19.10.020. 

 

3. Title 19.08.120(F)(19) states Wall Signs in the P-O (Professional Office) zoning district 
are limited to one sign per tenant or per building elevation, which faces a street or on-site 
parking area; and the total amount of wall signage allowed per building elevation is 
equivalent to 10% of the building elevation. In multi-tenant buildings, the 10% maximum 
sign area for each tenant will be based upon the portion of the building elevation of the 
leased or occupied area only. The proposed Wall Signs meet Title 19.08.120 Commercial and 
Industrial Sign Standards for the P-O (Professional Office) zoning district as required by 
19.10.020. 

 
4. The Project Site Way Finding Sign is exempt from Title 19.08.120 as it is interior to the 
subject site and not readily visible from the public right-of-way. 
 
5. Per Title 19.10(H)(3), the Multiple hanging Blade Signs are not specifically indicated for 
the P-O (Professional Office) zoning district, and are subject to the review and approval of 
the Planning Commission as part of this Master Sign Application. This Master Sign Plan 
application will be forwarded to the Planning Commission with the recommendation of the 
Historic Preservation Committee and staff. 
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