
 
SPECIAL DOWNTOWN DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE 

CITY HALL, 400 STEWART AVENUE 
CITY CLERK’S FIRST FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM 

CITY OF LAS VEGAS INTERNET ADDRESS: www.lasvegasnevada.gov 
JANUARY 24, 2012 

9:00 AM 
 
ITEMS MAY BE TAKEN OUT OF THE ORDER PRESENTED AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRPERSON.  TWO OR 
MORE AGENDA ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION MAY BE COMBINED; AND ANY ITEM ON THE AGENDA MAY BE 
REMOVED OR RELATED DISCUSSION MAY BE DELAYED AT ANY TIME. 
 
DUPLICATE AUDIO CDs MAY BE AVAILABLE AT A COST OF $5.00 EACH THROUGH THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE. 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
2. ANNOUNCEMENT RE: COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN MEETING LAW 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT DURING THIS PORTION OF THE AGENDA MUST BE LIMITED TO MATTERS ON THE 

AGENDA FOR ACTION.  IF YOU WISH TO BE HEARD, GIVE YOUR NAME FOR THE RECORD.  THE 
AMOUNT OF DISCUSSION, AS WELL AS THE AMOUNT OF TIME ANY SINGLE SPEAKER IS ALLOWED, 
MAY BE LIMITED 

 
4. ARC-44067 - (DDRC) - PUBLIC HEARING - APPLICANT: WRL ARCHITECTS - OWNER: City of Las Vegas - For 

possible action on a request for a Signage Design Review for a proposed Master Sign Plan for Museum at 300 Stewart 
Avenue (APN 139-34-501-007), C-V (Civic) Zone, Ward 5 (Barlow) 

 
5. CITIZENS PARTICIPATION: PUBLIC COMMENT DURING THIS PORTION OF THE AGENDA MUST BE 

LIMITED TO MATTERS WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THE COMMITTEE. NO SUBJECT MAY BE ACTED 
UPON BY THE COMMITTEE UNLESS THAT SUBJECT IS ON THE AGENDA AND IS SCHEDULED FOR 
ACTION. IF YOU WISH TO BE HEARD, GIVE YOUR NAME FOR THE RECORD. THE AMOUNT OF 
DISCUSSION ON ANY SINGLE SUBJECT, AS WELL AS THE AMOUNT OF TIME ANY SINGLE SPEAKER IS 
ALLOWED, MAY BE LIMITED 

 
6. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Facilities are provided throughout City Hall for the convenience of disabled persons.  Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and 
accommodate physically handicapped persons.  If you need an accommodation to attend and participate in this meeting, please call 
the City Clerk’s office at 229-6311 and advise of your need at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.  The City’s TDD number 
is 386-9108. 

THIS MEETING HAS BEEN PROPERLY NOTICED AND POSTED AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS: 
City Hall Plaza, 400 Stewart Avenue, Vending Area 

City Clerk’s Bulletin Board, 400 Stewart Avenue, 2nd Floor Skybridge 
Las Vegas Library, 833 Las Vegas Boulevard North 

Clark County Government Center, 500 S. Grand Central Parkway 
Grant Sawyer Building, 555 E. Washington Avenue 
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AGENDA MEMO - PLANNING 

 
DOWNTOWN DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION MEETING DATE: JANUARY 24, 2012 
DEPARTMENT: PLANNING 
ITEM DESCRIPTION:  APPLICANT: WRL ARCHITECTS - OWNER: CITY OF LAS 
VEGAS 
 
 

** STAFF RECOMMENDATION(S) ** 
 
 

CASE 
NUMBER RECOMMENDATION REQUIRED FOR 

APPROVAL 
ARC-44067 Staff recommends APPROVAL, subject to conditions:  

 
 

** CONDITIONS ** 
 
 

ARC-44067 CONDITIONS 
 
 

 
Planning 

 1. Approval of and conformance to the Conditions of Approval of Historic Preservation 
Commission (HPC- 39602) and Planning Commission (MSP-44034) shall be required, if 
approved.   

 
 2. This approval shall be void two years from the date of final approval, unless exercised 

pursuant to the provisions of LVMC Title 19.16.  An Extension of Time may be filed for 
consideration by the City of Las Vegas.   

 
 3. All development shall be in conformance with the site plan, landscape plan, and building 

elevations, date stamped 12/01/11, except as amended by conditions herein. 
 
 4. Minor modifications may be approved by the Urban Design Coordinator of the 

Department of Planning. 
 
 5. These Conditions of Approval shall be affixed to the cover sheet of any plan set submitted 

for building permit. 
 
 6. All City Code requirements and design standards of all City Departments must be 

satisfied, except as modified herein. 
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** STAFF REPORT ** 
 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
This is a request for a Master Sign Plan Design Review for a museum in a C-V (Civic) zone 
located at 300 Stewart Avenue.  Signs within the C-V (Civic) zoning district are the same as for 
the P-O (Professional Office) district.  However, additional signage may be permitted in 
conjunction with the public and semi-public institutions subject to review and approval by the 
Planning Commission.  The Planning Commission is scheduled to hear the case on January 10, 
2012.  The proposed sign plan will contribute to the goals and objectives of the Downtown 
Gateway District of the Centennial Plan and is appropriate for a historic building per the Historic 
Preservation Commission; therefore, staff recommends approval. 
 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Related Relevant City Actions by P&D, Fire, Bldg., etc 

02/11/08 
The City of Las Vegas approved a Capital Improvement Project (CIP-26498) 
agreement for the historic rehabilitation of the downtown Post 
Office/Courthouse at 300 Stewart Avenue into a museum and cultural center. 

03/27/08 
Planning and Development staff administratively approved a Site 
Development Plan Review (SDR-27014) for proposed on-site improvements 
and a mechanical room addition at 300 Stewart Avenue. 

12/09/09 
The Las Vegas Historic Preservation Commission approved a Certificate of 
Appropriateness (HPC-36661) for new construction at the U.S. Post Office 
and Courthouse, located at 300 Stewart Avenue. 

09/22/10 
The Las Vegas Historic Preservation Commission (HPC-39602) approved a 
Certificate of Appropriateness for exterior signage at the U.S. Post Office and 
Courthouse, at 300 Stewart Avenue. 

12/22/11 
A Master Sign Plan Application (MSP-44034) for proposed exterior signage 
at the U.S. Post Office and Courthouse at 300 Stewart Avenue was submitted 
and is scheduled for the 01/10/12 Planning Commission agenda. 

 
Most Recent Change of Ownership 

05/14/02 A deed was recorded for a change in ownership. 
 
Related Building Permits/Business Licenses  

07/28/09 
A building permit (119565) for Tenant Improvements for a museum at 300 
Stewart Avenue was issued.  The permit has not been finalized and is still 
active. 
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Pre-Application Meeting 

11/30/11 Staff met with the applicant and reviewed the requirements for a Master Sign 
Plan application.  The DDRC process was also reviewed. 

 
Neighborhood Meeting 
No neighborhood meeting was required, nor was one held. 

 
Field Check 

12/01/11 Staff visited the site and found a well maintained and secure property under 
renovation.   

 
Details of Application Request 
Site Area 
Net Acres 1.98 

 
Surrounding 
Property 

Existing Land Use 
Per Title 19.12 

Planned or Special 
Land Use Designation Existing Zoning District 

Subject Property 
Museum, Art 

Display, or Art Sales 
(Private) 

PF (Public Facilities) C-V (Civic) 

North Vacant MXU (Mixed Use) C-2 (General 
Commercial) 

South 
Hotel and Gaming 

Establishment, Non-
Restricted 

C (Commercial) C-2 (General 
Commercial) 

East Vacant MXU (Mixed Use) C-2 (General 
Commercial) 

West Vacant MXU (Mixed Use) C-2 (General 
Commercial) 

 
Master Plan Areas  Yes No Compliance 
Master Plan Area X   

Downtown Centennial Plan X  Y  
Special Purpose and Overlay Districts Yes No Compliance 
Special Purpose and Overlay Districts X   

C-V (Civic) District X  Y 
Downtown Centennial Plan Overlay District X  Y  
A-O (Airport Overlay) District 200 Feet X  Y  
H (Historic Designation) X  Y  
Live/Work Overlay District X  N/A 
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Trails X  Y  
Rural Preservation Overlay District  X N/A 
Las Vegas Redevelopment Plan Area X  Y 
Development Impact Notification Assessment  X N/A 
Project of Regional Significance  X N/A 

 
 
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 
 
Pursuant to the Uniform Development Code 19.10.020, the signage standards for a project in a 
Civic District shall be established by the P-O District.  In addition to the allowed signage, 
additional signs may be permitted in conjunction with public and semi-public institutions subject 
to the review and approval of the Planning Commission.  The standards shall be designed to 
ensure compatibility of the development with existing and planned development in the 
surrounding area.  The following signs are proposed: 
 
Freestanding Signs: [Signs 2 and 3 on the South Side of Property] 
Standards Allowed Provided 

Maximum Number 1 / Street frontage 
1 total 

2/ Street frontage 
2 total 

Maximum Area 48 SF 14 SF (each) 
Maximum Height 12 Feet 18 Feet 
Minimum Setback 5 Feet 8 Feet 
Illumination N/A Internal/Back lit 

 
Freestanding Signs: [Signs 6 – 9 on the South Side of Property] 
Standards Allowed Provided 

Maximum Number 1 / Street frontage 
1 total 

4/ Street frontage 
4 total 

Maximum Area 48 SF  18 SF (each) 
Maximum Height 12 Feet 17 Feet 

Minimum Setback 5 Feet 5 Feet (Signs 7 and 8) 
2 Feet (Signs 6 and 9) 

Illumination N/A None 
 
Wall Signs: [Signs 1, 4 and 5 South Elevation] 
Standards Allowed Provided 

Maximum Number 1 / Street frontage 
1 total 

3 / Street frontage 
3 total 

Maximum Area 50 SF / sign 
Sign 1: 93 SF 

Sign 4: 142.3 SF 
Sign 5 142.3 SF 
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Maximum Projection 2 Feet Less than 2 Feet 
Illumination Internal/External None 

 
Wall Signs: [Sign 10 North Elevation] 
Standards Allowed Provided 

Maximum Number 1 / Street frontage 
0 total 

1 / Street frontage 
1 total 

Maximum Area 50 SF/ sign 29.75 SF 
Maximum Projection 2 Feet Less than 2 Feet 
Illumination Internal/External None 

 
Wall Signs: [Sign 11 East Elevation] 
Standards Allowed Provided 

Maximum Number 1 / Street frontage 
0 total 

1 / Street frontage 
1 total 

Maximum Area 50 SF/ sign 142.3 SF 
Maximum Projection 2 Feet Less than 2 Feet 
Illumination Internal/External None 

 
Wall Signs: [Sign 12 West Elevation] 
Standards Allowed Provided 

Maximum Number 1 / Street frontage 
0 total 

1 / Street frontage 
1 total 

Maximum Area 50 SF/ sign 142.3 SF 
Maximum Projection 2 Feet Less than 2 Feet 
Illumination Internal/External None 

 
Window Signs: [Signs 13-18  South Elevation] 
Standards Allowed Provided 
Maximum Number 1  6 total 
Maximum Area 25% of total window SF  3 SF (total) 
Maximum Projection N/A N/A 
Illumination Internal/External None 

 

Street Name 
Functional 

Classification of 
Street(s) 

Governing Document 
Actual  

Street Width 
(Feet) 

Compliance 
with Street 

Section 
Stewart Avenue 
 

Secondary 
Collector 

Master Plan of Streets 
and Highways  80 Y  
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ANALYSIS 
 
The subject site is located within the boundaries of the Las Vegas Redevelopment District of the 
Southeast Sector Plan of the General Plan, and is designated as PF (Public Facilities).  This 
category allows for large governmental building sites and complexes, police and fire facilities, 
hospitals and rehabilitation sites, sewage treatment and storm water control facilities, and other 
uses considered public or semi-public such as libraries and public utility facilities.  The proposed 
museum use established at this location is permissible in the C-V (Civic) zoning district, which is 
compatible with the PF (Public Facilities) General Plan designation. 
 
As previously noted, the project is within the boundaries of the Las Vegas Redevelopment Area, 
with a PF (Public Facilities) land use designation. The proposed museum use is in conformance 
with Redevelopment Plan policies that encourage innovative projects in this area of the City. The 
proposed development is in compliance with the PF (Public Facilities) designation. 
 
The Cultural Corridor Trail runs along the southern property line of this site and connects to 
other existing and future portions of the city’s trails network.  No specific design standards 
beyond the streetscape requirements of the Downtown Centennial Plan are identified for this 
section of the Cultural Corridor Trail. 
 
The parcel is within the Las Vegas Downtown Centennial Plan boundaries, and is located in the 
Downtown Gateway district.  This district is intended to be developed as an intense tourist 
commercial district with hotel/casinos acting as the anchor for the area.  The proposed museum is 
consistent with the goals and objectives of the Downtown Centennial Plan Downtown Gateway 
Districts goals and objectives.  
 
The project is allowed to have one freestanding sign.  However, the proposal is to allow six 
freestanding signs, all on the south side of the property.  The proposed signs are supported by 
staff since the pedestrian bridge across 3rd Street blocks the view of the museum from Fremont 
Street.  Signs six through nine reflect an artistic design favored by museums throughout the 
country.  These signs will be located on existing light poles, which will reduce the overall 
aesthetic footprint of the signs themselves.  Signs seven and eight will be located within five feet 
of the front property line.  Since these signs will all remain within the property lines and will not 
block required site visibility, staff supports the request. 
 
The requested wall signage exceeds the allowed number and area per the Unified Development 
Code (UDC) for the P-O (Professional Office) district.  However, the UDC allows signage in a 
C-V (Civic) zoning district to exceed the maximum allowed if approved by the Planning 
Commission due to the public benefit of the uses permitted.  The signs are artistic and banner-
like in design that softens visual impact.  Staff supports this request. 
 
Each of the six front doors will have a logo sign of the museum on the window.  This is a 
common treatment on museum doors throughout the country and does not have a negative effect 
on the area.  Staff supports the request.  
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Staff finds the overall signage plan is appropriate for the site location and civic designation.  The 
Historic Preservation Commission has also reviewed and approved the proposed signage and 
certified that the proposal will not have a negative impact on the historic nature of the building.  
For these reasons, staff recommends approval.  Additional approval of the proposed signage by 
the Planning Commission is required, and an application (MSP-44034) is scheduled for 
01/10/12. 
 
 
FINDINGS 
 
The proposed signage package is appropriate for a museum and this site.  The Historic 
Preservation Commission has endorsed the proposal and determined that it is also appropriate for 
the historic building.  For these reasons, staff recommends approval. 



DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING

APPLICATION / PETITION FORM

ApplicationÆetition po.' Signage

Project Address ll,ocationÉ99 t!9qe44vru
Project ¡u-" LV Museum of Organized Crime and Law EnfoËf proposed Lrse museum

Assessor's Parcel #(sLl39:34501-007 Ward #

General Plan: existing proposed T.oning: existing C-V proposed

Commercial Square Footage 40,000 Floor Area Ratio

Gross Acres 2 Lots/[Jnits _Density
Additional Information "Mob Museum"

Property Owner Signatu
*Ar 

authorized agent

Print Name

Subscribed and

rhis l(
sworn before me

-{ 
I¿

day of Yâ'r.v¿-'L ,20 | 7/
v

Notary Public in and for said County and

Revised l0/27108

trThe application will not be deemed complete util the
submitted matcrials have been reviewed by the
Depanment of Plming for consistency with applicable
sections ofthe Zoning Ordinmce.

f:\depot\Application Packet\Application Form.pdf

PROPERTY O\ryNER Citv of Las Veoas Contact Dave Bratcher

Address 400 StewartAve., Office of the City Manager Phonc ç02)22e'2201 Fax' (702)385-3128

City aas Veqas State NV Zip 89101

E-mail Address d bratch e r@lasveqasnevada. gov

APPLICANT WRL Architects

Address l.E. Camelback Rd., Ste 690

City Phoenix

E-mail Address rsour@wrldesign.com

Contact Rich Sourbrine

pþ6¡s; (602) 212-0a51 p:ax' $02) 212-1020

State AZ Zip 85012

REPRESENTATIVE

Address

Contact

Phone:_ Fax:

City State zip

E-mail Address

FORDEPARTMENT USE ONLY

case# 
M-r-44Ò61

Meeting Date: I lZ+/ tU
Total Fee:

Date Received:*

KIM A. BARRERA
Noterry Public Std. ol N¡roda

No.99-50021'l
My oppt. exp. Oc{. 25'2011



DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL INTEREST

Case Numbe¡ ARC-44067 APN: 139-34-501-007

Name of Property Qv¿¡s¡; City of Las Vegas

Name of Applican¡; Westlake Reed Leskosky

Name of Represent¿1¡u.' Rich Sourbrine

To the best of your knowledge, does the Mayor or any member of the City Council or
Planning Commission have any financial interest in this or any other property with the
property owner, applicant, the property owner or applicant's general or limited partners, or
an officer of their corporation or limited liability company?

nYes 8No

If yes, please indicate the member of the City Council or Planning Commission who is

involved and list the name(s) of the person or persons with whom the City Official holds
an interest. Also list the Assessor's Parcel Number if the property in which the interest is
held is different from the case parcel.

City Official:

Partner(s):

APN:

Signature of Property Owner:

PrintName:

Subscribed and sworn before me

rhis f { duv or(7nu? ,20 lL

Notary Public

N Fæ.U-U

KIM A" BARRERA
Nolory Public Sl¡lc of N¡rods

No.99-5002t-t
ÀÂy oppl. oxp. Oet. 25,2011

in and for said County and

Revised 1 1- 14-06

State

f:\depot\Application Packet\Statement of Financial Interest.pdf






































