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July 13, 2010

Mr. Steve Van Gorp
City of Las Vegas Planning Development
731 South 4th Street
Las Vegas, NV 89109

Re:	 The Donald W. Reynolds DISCOVERY Children's Museum
HKS Project No. 12867.000
Planning & Development Justification Letter

Dear Mr. Fagg:

The Donald W. Reynolds DISCOVERY Children's Museum will be built as part of The Smith Center
for the Performing Arts which already consists of a three-theater complex: a spectacular main theater
(Reynolds Hall) seating more than 2,000, and an Education Center (Bowman Pavilion) containing a
flexible Studio Theater/Rehearsal Hall seating 300 and a Cabaret Theater seating 300 patrons for
performances, rehearsals, and community receptions.

The Donald W. Reynolds DISCOVERY Children's Museum will be visually striking, timeless,
majestic, and built to last for many generations. It will truly be a world-class facility and establish itself
as an important community resource enabling the community to continue to experience one of the
metropolitan area's major educational institutions serving children and families. It will be located
downtown - the geographic center of the Las Vegas valley - as part of the 4.75 acres set aside by the city
within the 61-acre parcel of undeveloped land formerly owned by the Union Pacific Railroad called
Symphony Park. It is located to the Southeast of the "Spaghetti Bowl", North of Bonneville Avenue
across Grand Central Parkway from the World Market Center. Situated at the center of the 61-acre
development and part of The Smith Center site, the Donald W. Reynolds DISCOVERY Children's
Museum will provide an energy and excitement that, when supplemented with The Smith Center and
the adjacent Symphony Park, will assuredly create a central hub and a heart to this newly developed
area.

The Donald W. Reynolds DISCOVERY Children's Museum, which is currently known as the Lied
Discovery Children's Museum is located at 833 Las Vegas Boulevard North. It was founded as a
private, nonprofit educational institution by the Allied Arts Council and the Junior League of Las
Vegas and is celebrating 20 years of educating and inspiring Las Vegas. It is operated by 14 full-time
and 20 part-time staff members. The museum features over 100 hands-on exhibits in the arts, sciences
and culture, special demonstrations and activities, job training programs for teens, and much more.
Scheduled hours of operation are as follows: Tuesday through Friday (9 a.m. - 4 p.m.), Saturday (10
a.m. - 5 p.m.), and Sunday (12 p.m. - 5 p.m.). The museum is closed on Mondays except for most school
holidays.

The Donald W. Reynolds DISCOVERY Children's Museum, as currently designed is anticipated to
achieve 33 points under LEED for Core & Shell v2.0 for a target of Silver certification .111
2010 progress set. Sixteen additional credits have been targeted as potential. Please sS4acheth

nu I
The Donald W. Reynolds DISCOVERY Children's Museum Design Team and Las Vegas Performing
Arts Foundation submit the following attached written responses to comments from the SPDRC
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LEED scorecard and credit notes for further clarification.

214.969.3397
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The Donald W. Reynolds DISCOVERY Children's Museum
Response to SPDRC Comments to Design Development Submittal

HKS Project No. 12867.000
July 13, 2010

regarding the Donald W. Reynolds DISCOVERY Children's Museum Design Development Submittal
that was received June 11, 2010. The responses are supplemented by the attachments to this letter
regarding Landscape Architecture, Civil, LEED, and Architecture responses.

Sincerely,

Michael A. Ayer, AIA

Cc: Myron Martin
Vicki Dickerson
Richard Johnston
Gregory Hoss
David Bratcher
Jorge Cervantes
Flinn Fagg
Rita Brandin
Cheryl Sanchez
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SYMPHONY I PARK

June 11, 2010

Gregory Hoss
David M Schwartz Architects
1707 L Street NW, Ste. #400
Washington, DC 20036

Re: Lied Discovery Children's Museum -Design Development Submission
Submitted May 28, 2010 and presented June 4, 2010

The Symphony Park Design Review Committee (SP-DRC) met on June 4, 2010
to review your submission. The Design Development submission is APPROVED
subject to the following conditions:

1. A revised Promenade elevation/perspective drawing that shows the same
three dimensional view of the Museum as the Block Plan submittal dated
January 15, 2010, with streetscape, signage, banner and any art elements
is required to be submitted, reviewed, and approved by the SP-DRC prior
to Site Development Plan Review. Consistent with DD submittal
requirement to refine the 3-D perspective views of the building, this
requirement is so that the City can adequately compare the two versions
of the building and make a final decision on the acceptability of the current
material selection and elevation treatment. Although updated 3-D views
were provided in the DD submittal, they were not the same eye level view
as in the Block Plan submittal. The design development version of the
building appears much more institutional in character like a vintage school
gymnasium, and less contemporary, perhaps less acceptable for a
modern children's museum in this location. The Block Plan drawing was
well received for its distinctiveness and playfulness. The use of tile or
some material other than basket-weave pattern of brick is also seen as
part of the positive change in character for the Museum as was illustrated
on the Block Plan submission.

2. A revised landscape and irrigation plan for just the Children's Museum is
required to be submitted, reviewed and approved by the SP-DRC prior to
issuance of a building permit. The SP-DRC requires that this plan show
the sidewalk/curb bump out on Promenade Place relocated to center on
the Museum entrance.

3. A signage master plan is required to be submitted, reviewed, and
approved by the SP-DRC prior to issuance of a building permit.
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4. If any building or site lighting is anticipated other than the lighting of the
public sidewalk shown in the landscape plans, it is required to be
submitted, reviewed, and approved by the SP-DRC prior to issuance of a
building permit.

5. A site drainage accommodation letter showing the site conforms to the
overall Symphony Park master drainage plan is required to be submitted,
reviewed, and approved by the SP-DRC prior to issuance of a building
permit.

6. A parking accommodation letter indicating how this project will supply
parking or share parking is required to be submitted, reviewed, and
approved by the SP-DRC prior to issuance of a building permit.

7. A letter from the Commissioning Agent or LEED-AP on the project is
required to be submitted to the SP-DRC before issuance of a building
permit. This letter is to confirm that the LEED checklist received in the DD
package is achievable with the submitted design.

8. The construction of an adjacent building abutting the South wall of the
Children's Museum must be permitted for construction and scheduled for
completion within 6 months of the Museum shell completion or the South
wall appearance must be revised, submitted and approved by the SP-
DRC prior to the construction of the South wall.

9. The awnings proposed on the Promenade Place elevation and indicated
on drawings A2.01 and A2.02 are required to be revised to be a minimum
of 6 ft from building face to front edge of awning and resubmitted to the
SP-DRC for confirmation before issuance of a building permit.

10. Four specific public art opportunities are to be identified, submitted,
reviewed, and approved by the SP-DRC prior to issuance of a building
permit.

11.The materials pallet proposed is APPROVED subject to the following:

a. The proposed use of colored brick on the body of the building will be
replaced with tile or other material subject to the approval of the SP-
DRC prior to the issuance of a building permit.

b. The proposed glazing specification for the building is required to be
submitted, reviewed, and approved by the SP-DRC prior to issuance of
a building permit.
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c. The use of stucco on the first floor of the building in the interior
courtyard is to be revised to cementitious plaster on any materials list
prior to issuance of a building permit.

The following waivers of the Symphony Park Design Standards will be
required to be approved by City Council:

1. Section 3.19.3 of the SP-Design Standards requires parapet heights to be
equal to the height of any roof top mechanical equipment. Based on the
view lines presented, the SP-DRC believes the roof top equipment will not
be visible and therefore recommends the waiver of this requirement.
However, be aware that if during construction the building inspector
believes the equipment is visible, the project will be required to either raise
parapet heights or construct a screening enclosure compatible with the
roof architecture of the building.

2. Section 3.5.2 of the SP-Design Standards requires a minimum of 70%
vision glazing at the street level. Based on the design character of the
Children's Museum building the SP-DRC recommends that this
requirement be waived to the proposed percentage of approximately 60%.

3. Section 3.4.2 (illustration) of the SP-Design Standards requires a 16 foot
clear dimension to the underside of canopy structures. Based on the
proportions of the Children's Museum front elevation the SP-DRC
recommends waiving this requirement to the proposed height of
approximately 12 feet.

The following comments are provided to focus the Children's Museum team on
some specific drawings or issues:

1. Drawings C4.01 and C5.01- the civil engineer and landscape architect
need to make sure the site utilities are coordinated with the proposed
streetscape.

2. Landscape Material and Furnishing Image Board- The errors on this sheet
should be corrected on any existing documents and include:

a The use of tree grate B instead of the correct grate A on West
Clark.

b. The use of the Promenade light fixture on West Clark instead of the
standard pedestrian fixture

c. The absence of a call out for the correct subtle patterning of the
Promenade Place Quartzite stone

d. The absence of a call out an approved color for the Hanover
concrete pavers.
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3. Landscape Planting Image Board- The errors on this sheet should be
corrected on any existing documents and include:

a. The use of Hesperaloe on the temporary West Clark streetscape
instead of the correct and previously requested Buffalo Grass. (If
there will be no temporary landscape due to a garage submission,
then this requirement is moot)

b. The indication of a temporary landscape in front of the Children's
Museum instead of the final planting scheme.

Sincerely,
The Symphony Park Design Review Committee
Steve Van Gorp, Chairman

cc. Myron Martin, The Smith Center for the Performing Arts
Flinn Fagg, Dept. of Planning and Development
Matt Edwards, The Projects Group
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