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RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends APPROVAL.

BACKUP DOCUMENTATION:

1. Proposed Amendment and Staff Report

2. Exhibit 1

3. Exhibit 2

4. Submitted after Meeting PowerPoint Presentation by Staff

Motion made by GLENN TROWBRIDGE to Approve

Passed For: 3; Against: 2; Abstain: 0; Did Not Vote: 0; Excused: 2

GLENN TROWBRIDGE, VICKI QUINN, GUS FLANGAS; (Against-RICHARD
TRUESDELL, KEEN ELLSWORTH); (Abstain-None); (Did Not Vote-None); (Excused-
BYRON GOYNES, STEVEN EVANS)

Minutes:
CHAIR TRUESDELL declared the Public Hearing open.

DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY JAMES LEWIS reported on the necessity for a text amendment to
Title 19 for community residences, more commonly known as Group Homes, by providing a
detailed 20-slide PowerPoint presentation, a copy of which is included in the backup.

TODD FARLOW, Las Vegas resident, asked if the proposed changes would affect R-1 zoning,
which states that everyone in a house has to be related, if there is a certain square footage
required for each person, if traffic was taken into consideration and if there is a distance
separation requirement. DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY LEWIS indicated that the inhabitants do
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not have to be directly related, and the Code is being changed to state specifically who may
reside in single-family residences, and that is as many related people, pursuant to the Housing
Code, and four or fewer unrelated individuals. There is no limitation on the square footage under
the Housing Code, because occupancy is more determlned by bedrooms. Regarding distance
separatlon federal law seems to indicate igie s none, but the City Attorney's Office is
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COMMISSIONER ELLSWORTH persisted that it does not make sense to have this law when
he, as a parent, can have a multitude of children but he does not charge them for living in his
house, to which DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY LEWIS replied that by law he could charge them,
and that is the same thing that has to be permitted to disabled individuals and alcoholics.

COMMISSIONER QUINN sympathized with disabled children and alcoholics and felt that the
County should comply as well, as this is a step forward for more people than her colleagues can
imagine.

Regarding the County, DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY LEWIS indicated that both the City and
the County made changes, pursuant to State mandate, but asserted that the County's Code is
discriminatory and only in compliance with State law.
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The Counselor indicated that certainly the Commission has the discretion to make its
recommendations to the City Council, who will act on those. His intent is to present Code
revisions that will bring the City into compliance with the federal law. Complaints regarding
dangerous people, such as recovering alcohohcs residing in these homes can be made to an
investigating agency that will forward ag ated complaints to the Department of Justice.

As a member of the Plagg

CHAIR TRUESDELL declared the Public' Hearing closed.



