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How many of you have
made trips across the
bridges over the North
Platte River at Lisco or the
old bridge and new high-
way  bridge at' Lewellen
Just to see how high the
river s runng and how
much is flowing into the
lower fields bul'):lr ang ilu
river? 1 have inade
ous tips aud fiers s o
watys solue ears délng the
same thing.

High water can e lasci-
nating, but we have (0 re-
member the cold lacts
that when it goes out of its
normel'banks many tami-
les who live in close prox-
imately «to the river may
be in jeopardy of having
water fill their basements
and crawj. spaces, and
even enter the main level
of thelr home il that water
level continues to' rise.
Livestock have to be kept
i high pastures. Lots ol
problems,

Al this time, many pas-
tures and hay flelds have
water running through or
backing up into them,
The daily reports on the
water levels have atayed
consistent the past week

or so at 8,0 teet At Lew-
ellen, 7.5'1s flood stage.
Even though it has stayed
at the 8.0 level, the waler
In the felds near the river
appears to he spreading
out further, probably due
to the high pressure of the
current pushing the water
outinty the low areas.

NI Department, of Nai-
ural Resources news' re-
lcase states high waler
condilions  arve oceurring
along the North Platte Riv-
o1in Nebraska and condi-
tlons are expecled lo con-
vnue Lo intensity thre-
oughoul the spring:ac-
cording (o Brian Duuni-
gan, Director of the De-
partment of Natwral Res
sources and Al Berndt,
Assistant Director ol the
Nebraska [Lmevgency
Management Agency.

The 0.8, Bureau ol
Reclamalion indicales
there is limited  slorage
spiace o the Wyoming
reservolrs along the Nor(h
Plalte River and tls wibuw-
larles to caplure all of the

expected snowmell runoll’

from  the mountalns in

Colorado and Wyoming,
The Natural Resources

Conservation Service is

Lywru KIate Kiver is Runnir

rcpmllng snow pack in
the Upper North Platte
area at 134 percent of av-
erage (with samne areas
having as much as 182
pereent ol average) and in
the Lower ‘North Platie
area (lncluding Sweetwa-
fer and Laramle rivers} at
114 percent, ol average,
The “total conservatlon
storagg capacity of the
Wyoming reservolrs Is
2,787 800 acre-feet of wi
ler, At the end of Febru-
ary, the veservolrs were
near thelr maxionm ca-
pacity with 2,254 801
acre-feet ol water, “I'he es-

timated snowmell  runoflf

polential in the North
Platte system ahove the
lowest reservolr is approx-
imalely 1,475,000 acre-
feet. 'In response, the Bu-
rean ol Reclamation be-
pan releasing storage wa-
ter downstream In early
Macch (0o make room in
the WY reservolrs lor ex-
pecied spring ranolt,

e Nebidtaska, Gentral
Nebraska Publie Power
and Drrigation District
CNPPID, the owners and
operalors of Lake Mc-
Conawythy, are currently
bypassing some  inflows

and are also storing some
water In Lake McCon-
aughy. CNPPID may re-
quesl a temporary vari-
ance [rom the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Cominis-
sion Lo allow an increase
in- the amount - of water

“that canbe stored in Lake

McConaughyito help alle-
viate [looding down-
stream,

Currently there {8 mod-
erile flooding at North
Platie, NE and mnimun
flooding . al Lewellen.
Landowners along -the
North Platte River should
keep a watchful eye on the
river over the nexl few
months.

The Wyoming Area Of-
fee of the Bureau of
Reclamation n Mills, WY
lhas prepared snowmelt
runoff forecasts for the
North Platte River Basin,
according to John'H, Law-
son, WY Area Manager.
The March 1 forecast of
the spring snowmelt
runoll'is above average.

Total April through July
runoff in the North Platte
Basin above Glendo Dam
is expeclted Lo be
1,475,000 acre feet or
159% of the 30 year aver-
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age of 925,100 acre feet.
Approximately 1,230,000
af'(172% of average) of the
runoff is expected to enter
Seininoe. Reservoir with
an. additional 65,000  af
(110% of average) belng
provided to Pathfinder
Reservolr from the Sweet-
water River, ‘and the bal-
ance of 180,000 af {137%

of ‘average) coming from

the basin hetween Path-
finder Reservolr and Glen-
o Reservolr,

The total storage for the
North Platte Reservolr
System as of February 28,
2011 1s 2,258,801 af,
which is 141% of the 30-
year average of 1,606,500
af, The (otal copservation
storage capacily is
2,787,800 at lov the North
Platte Reservolr System in
WY, ;

The release of waler
from Seminoe Reservolr
has been Inereased o
2,300 ofs, resulting In the
Reservoll elevation declin-
ing to'allow space forup-
coming Spring runoif.
Currently, releases from
Gray Reef Dam are being

inereased 1o reach a flow

of 3260 cubie feet per
second. hv Mm_'nh 18,

release ol 3,250 cfs will be
maintained through the
end ol April.  Because of
the high release from
Gray Reef Dam'in March
and April, a flushing flow
will.not be conducted this
spring,

Due to the we11 above
average firecasted runoff
and high reservolr storage
In'WY, releases from Glen:
do Reservoly were {nitfat-
ed on February 22, 2011
and releases.from
Guernsey. Reservolr were
initiated on February 28,
2011. Glendo and Gu-
ernsey Reservoln releases
are currently ‘being in-
creased to reach a flow of
approxruately 3,800 cfs
by mid March. The early
relense will provide space
for regulation of runofl

this spring,

These yoleases will re-
sult in ch reservolt
lavels, The public should

be aware of the chang
flows In the North Platte
River along with the
changing reservolr levels
and fake proper precau-
tiong,

Reeclamation will update
the inflow J‘orex:asts agair;
tnApril and
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Taken from the archives of the Garden County
News. 1931 - 80 YEARS AGO
" It is now an established fact that the GCHS will
have football as a part of the athletic program for the
coming year. This was made possible through the
subscription of the businessmen of Oshkosh and the
starting of a fund by the Pirates basketball team.

The refuge is being posted by putting up shield
shaped signs of yellow background with black letters
with the wording as follows: Dept. of Agriculture, Bi-
ological Survey, U.S. Wild Life Refuge. A temporary
lodge has been established and later on a farm build-
ing is to be pulled down from farther north and re-
paired and made over into a permanent lodge until
really permanent quarters of brick or other like ma-
terial can be constructed. A new map has been pre-
pared which shows the true boundaries and larger
scope of land.

The grading crew has started work on the north
and south highway, the first grading being done on
the Deuel County side of the line and working toward
the intersection with the Lincoln Highway.

The Munroe Sanitary Market was purchased last
week by the Publix Stores, Inc. of Bridgeport. The

-Toom is being enlarged by removal of the partition

and will be known as the Oshkosh Publix Store. Mrs,

Munroe will continue in the business.

Marley Brown recently made a deal whereby he be-
comes the owner of the old Garden Theatre building
and all of the ground between that building and the
railroad right-of-way. Three cars of lumber have ar-
rived.

James Ogan and Frank Simpson entered a plea of
guilty on charges of an illegal still and large quantity
of liquor that was taken by officers in the Sandhill
country. Simpson was sentenced to 30 days in jail
and a $500 fine plus costs. Ogan will stand trial at
the next term of the District Court.

Seining gained little satisfaction and few fish at
Crescent Lake. A truckload of spawning bullheads
was brought down by crews from Hyannis lakes and
dumped into Crescent and a lot of fish taken out of
Istand Lake and put into Crescent.

Hayden's has 2 cantaloupes for 25¢, a doz. ba-
nanas 25¢, 2 cucumbers 15¢, a Ib. of tomatoes 23¢,
a Ib. of vanilla wafers 29¢, a can of kraut 10¢, 3 Ibs.
of prunes 25¢, 1 Ib. of minced ham 19¢, 3 Ibs. of lard
35¢ and 100 Ibs. of chick scratch 2.79.

1941 - 70 YEARS AGO

Howard Jensen received a gold medal at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska for having the highest four-year
average among all seniors.

Mr. and Mrs. Ezra Lynes are the parents of a baby
boy born Tuesday morning, a son to Mr. and Mrs.
Oakley Smith: a girl to Mr. and Mrs. Jack Saunders
and a girl to Mr. and Mrs. Keith Greenlee.

A Boy Scout troop can be organized in Oshkosh
providing there is enough parental enthusiasm to
warrant such a movement.

The Chappell and Oshkosh bands are exchanging
concerts, Oshkosh's band going to Chappell Sunday
and they coming here the following Sunday.

Miss Wilhelmine Pauline Koberstein became the
bride of William Hannan at a ceremony in Lincoln on
May 25th.

In the graduating class at GCHS this year, five have

crmoamd e o

Jolt when word was received that Dr. William Bradley
who had indicated he would move to Lewellen th
first of June, had changed his mind and would not b
locating in Lewellen. :

Two life memberships were presented at the Liscc
PTA meeting held the last day of school. Honorec
were Mrs. Ted Cranmore and Mrs. Elmer Riter. Mrs
Cranmore was honored as outgoing president anc
Mrs. Riter for serving as secretary and as a teacher in
Lisco Grade School. :

The final honor roll of the year for GCHS was head-
ed by some familiar names. Bob Miller and Connie
Meier both had all 7’s for grades both for the third six
weeks and for the semester.

A class of 14 received diplomas from Lewellen
Grade School. Seven rural pupils also received diplo-
mas.

Patty Miller, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C. M. Miller

- of Oshkosh, is one of four members of the water bal-
lerina team at the University of Wyoming. She re-
ceived her initial basic training in swimming at the
Oshkosh Pool in Carl Beard Memorial Park.

Karla Toepfer and Lou Rene Bartak received class
honors at the graduation exercises for seniors of
Lewellen Rural High School. Miss Toepfer was vale-
dictorian and also received the Regent’s Scholarship.
Miss Bartak was Salutatorian and also received a tro-
phy for rating second high scholastically fos
the last four years. :

A new mechanic has been gz
Implement in Oshkosh. He
moved here with his wife and

GCHS athletes failed to sco
in which they were entered at
Lincoln this last weekend. In ¥
knowledged as the best track m
Oshkosh boys won the 880 relay t¢®
Bill Suit, Grant Decker, Ray Wi
Newkirk ran the fastest time in Clas

Reese’s Valu-Mart has a Ib. of fiz
chocolate drop cookies 39¢, a Ib. of Ay
49¢, 4 cans of apple sauce 49¢, 2 Ibs. o,
89¢, 200 count napkins 25¢, Reymnolds fo
qt. of dill pickles 25¢,

The Oshkosh Drive In Theatre is showing Moe, Lar-
ry and Curley, the original three stooges in “Stop!
Look! And Laugh!” Coming Sunday is Nigel Patrick
and Yvonne Mitchell in “Sapphire”.

1971 - 40 YEARS AGO

Fred Pennick, village clerk at Lewellen for 17 years,
has resigned. He plans to travel, devote time to his
hobby and take it easy. Prior to 1954, he served from
the late 1930's on the village board with well over 30
years of community service. He operated a repair
shop for many years and his first love has been his
hobby, rocks.

Two oil test wells in Garden County were “dusters”
the past week. The Jessen and Schmid tests were
both plugged.

The North Platte River continues to rise. est
flow reported so far is 11,600 second feet. By some-
tt:"iz:ﬂvf: in June it is expected to reach 19,000 second

eet.

The River in the Lisco area has started washing out

{ the fill on the southwest edge of the bridge. Sixteen
Ioads of rinran havs haan hrtnd s . a =

and a
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By Loann Johnson
We are all watahing the
North Platte River levels
lTanrdan County: a;élef‘;
are running at
8.0 foatwith fluod
7.5, This got me 1o’

from b
what puﬂ'r idoem it follow? |

Witll ‘thednternet huw all

angwers, Hera ls

what 1 foundon/ the North
Platte: River. .

The North Platte: lttm

Ba u-lhnuw of the Blatte

mun (1. ﬂlm! 1n

UiB.
mﬂu Wyummi -lmd Na—
braska. It formsithe Plat-

te ot ite conflusnce with. |

the South Platie River in
western Nebraskai The
river provides the ingjor
avenue ol drainage for
eastern Wyoming and
western Nebraska,
Although 1t is not navi-
gable except at high wa-
ter, it has been an impor-
tant reute of tranaporta-
tion in the westward ex-
pansion of the United
States, providing the
route of several of the ma-
jor migration tradls, - in-
cluding the Oregon Trail
and the Mormon Trail.
The North Platie tises
in the high basin of North
Parit located in north-cen-
tral Colorado, near the
town of ‘Walden, on the
eaatern slope-of the Park

Range, 1t-flows northward:

into Wyoming (thr-ough
Northgate Canyonl, alang
the western stde of the
Medicine Bow Mountalns.
On the north end of the
range, it Is joined by the
Medictne Bow River In the
Seminoe Reservoir formed
by Seminoe Dam, then
downstream of the Kortes
regervolr it I8 Joined by
the Sweetwater Rlver in
the Pathfinder Reservoln

Northeast of the raser-
voir, (t passes through tlie
Alcova and Gray reef
reservoits and flows nor-
theast between the Gran-
ite Mountains o the west
and the Laramie Moun-
taina to the ensl.

It emerges from 1he
mountains near Casper.
where 1. flows eagt, along
the northern reach of the
Laramie Mountains onto
the Creat Plains. It flows
southeast ‘across the

] .’?‘18 )
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plains of eastern Wynm-
ing, past the townof Dou-
glas and through Glendo
and Guernsey Reservolrs.
1t then flows past the
Fort Laramie National
Historic Blte, ‘where it is
Joined by the Laramle Riv-
er, It erosses Into western
Nebraska, flowing ESE
between the oitles of
Scottabluff and Gering.

In Keith County, the
Kingsley Dam forms Lake
C. W. McConaughy, the
largest lake In Nebrasla
and ‘u algnificant  irriga-
tion and' reersation faclli-
ty for the region. Kast ol
the dain, it flows searly

\paralle] tothe Sduth Plai-

te, geparated hy only &
miles (8 lun} for a streloh
of approximately 50 miles
{BUkin).

It joIns the South Platte
to form 1he Plalte just
casl of the ctly of North
Platle. Mistorically this
viver used lo he o mile
wide in many places as
avidenced by the old
alreambed and writlen
records. 1y (he the the
North Platle reaches Pax
ton, NE, I I8 a miclily
creele due tn (he extensive
water talten from It for I
rigation.

In Colorado mmd Wyo
ming, the river Is narrow
er and much awilter Now-
ing than i is 111 Nebraska,
where 1l becoines a brald
ed stream. The upper
reaches of the river in the
Rockles are populat for
recrealion rafling and Ly
Nshing for rambow trout

and other fish. 'In
western Nobranka. the
banks and riverbed of the
North ‘Platte provide &
green oasig| an oth-
erwlse serni-arid reglon of
North America.

The North Platte River's
tributaries. ars Sweetwa-
ter River, Medlcine Bow
River, Laramle River and
its source s ‘the conflu-
ence of Grizzly and Little
Qrizzly Creeks in Jackson
County, Colorado at
8,068 feet elevation. I 18
716 milea-long and the
basin (s 30.800 square
miles.

Now you Kknow all about
the North Plaite River.

Stata don't day any-
thing aboul the Nsbing,
camph and other actiy-
iltea hal It Initiates. And
{he frrigation nnd storage
walor It gencrates in s
lite apan.

lHow abont those thnes
{he kida are playmg in (Le
waters of the river? Or
maybe Lhat dog thal
uveeds exerclse and you
end up at the ver lelting
i play and swim in the
water,

1t is wot considered a
1navlgable rlver, but occa-
stonully you will see a
luhe or canoe floating by
and of course a few of
Lhose hardy fisherinen
wlil be aul there trying for
a calch Iy the spots they
ean'l reach (rom shore.

1t aclually 18 quite a rly-
er with a whole Jol of his-
tory bebhud 1t and we Just
ialke W for granted,



