




In June, 1955

Just after the Moulin Rouge 
premiered, powerful Las Vegas 
voices raised concerns.

Hank Greenspun in his June 1, 
1955 “Where I Stand” was 
eerily prophetic in his concern 
for the  Moulin Rouge.

Bluntly, he warned readers to 
be realistic and that  “there are 
factions in town… that will not 
stop to wreck the experiment 
of the Moulin Rouge.” 



For six months, 
though, the 
Moulin Rouge 
rocked Las 
Vegas with 
extravagant 
entertainment, 
gargantuan 
hospitality, and 
superior 
cuisine.

As the first 
racially 
integrated 
casino/hotel in 
the United 
States, it drew 
mega starts as 
well.





The Moulin Rouge Boasted the Largest  Showroom 
and a GREAT 2 AM Show in a Competitive Economy

Was Hank Greenspun Correct?  Was it marked from the start?



In less than six months the doors were closed.  
Several theories circulated, but no definitive answer 
has been given in 55 years.

However, we know that the Moulin Rouge was an 
enormous triumph; it successfully integrated whites 
and blacks; superstars like the Rat Pack, Milton 
Berle, and scores of others reveled in the ambience 
into the wee hours before dawn.

And…it was not on The Strip, especially during a 
time when the economy was weakening.  

So, though some wonder who dimmed the lights 
and locked the doors, most agree that there were 
many suspects, both jealous and fearful.



 Though sometimes dormant as a casino and 
hotel, the Moulin Rouge has persevered 
through the decades to become a landmark for 
racial justice and equality.  In March, 1960, 
numerous dignitaries met in the Moulin Rouge 
coffee shop to “shake hands” in an agreement 
to permit blacks access to major casinos on The 
Strip.

 Other significant meetings took place at the 
Moulin Rouge through the 90’s as well. 



 Sarann Knight Preddy and her husband Joe 
brought back the Moulin Rouge in many ways.  
Lively entertainment, good food, and global 
hospitality kept the Moulin Rouge in the forefront 
of Las Vegan nightlife, social events, and politics 
for 13 years, from 1985 until 1998.

This dynamic duo proved that the Moulin Rouge 
could still compete with The Strip’s major money 
and power during that time and capture 
downtown and the world to the historic Westside.



SERIOUS ATTENTION WAS GIVEN 
TO MATTERS AFFECTING BLACKS

WEDDINGS  AND PARTIES WERE 
AMONG THE FARE AS WELL



The 2003 Fire destroyed much of the 
Showroom but left special symbols intact.  

A structural engineering report would 
determine that there were no evident 

structural safety issues.



Moulin Rouge nearly 
loses its historic site 
listing in 2003.

In 2003, the Moulin Rouge 
nearly lost its as an historic place 
on the National Register of Historic 
Places.

The Moulin Rouge Museum and 
Cultural Center retained experts to 
respond to the concerns and saved 
the listing. 

HOWEVER, at that time, Ms. 
Harmon, National Register 
Coordinator,  forewarned that if 
proposed redevelopment 
“adversely impacts the historic 
integrity of the remaining elements, 
delisting will be reconsidered.”

Review Journal reporter Alan 
Choate verified this risk in his story 
of  June 29, 201, and that the return 
of the sign would not be sufficient 
to retain the listing.



The Moulin Rouge Sign 
is Removed only Days 
before another FIRE!
This time a fire in 2009 took out another portion of 
a casino site that had outlasted all other major 
casinos in Las Vegas and had received more 
attention than many of them combined!  

HOWEVER, THE MAIN SHOWROOM AREA, 
THE TARGET OF THE 2003 ARSON ATTACK 
WAS NOT INVOLVED IN THIS LATEST FIRE.

Burning questions still smolder:  Why the fire?  
Why the almost immediate call to demolish? And 
why the bypass of investigative and robust 
discussion to preserve The Moulin Rouge’s rightful 
presence in the community and history?   



Today, the Moulin Rouge has 
endured much abuse and disregard.  
Though it has been pictured as blight, 
others have seen its potential.  The 
following pictures will demonstrate 
that POTENTIAL for those who will 
but take that moment before 
irreversible damage is done by 
demolition and causing the property 
to be virtually worthless in this 
depressed economy



GRAINY, ASHY PHOTOS 
LED TO A VOTE TO DEMOLISH  THE 
MOULIN ROUGE

CHOICE OF WORDS CAN SWAY 
OPINION BY SELECTION, DELETION 
AND EVEN MISINFORMATION

 The photos that follow 
will provide a different 
perspective on the 
Moulin Rouge remnants

 Photos courtesy of Don Walker

 NOTE the numerous 
elements that shout for 
preservation!

 Exhibit A-Work Description did 
not mention the gems contained 
within and part of the 
remaining structure.

 Exhibit A failed to mention that 
a 77 foot tower would have had 
to have been built to stand alone 
with sufficient footing for 
stability.

 Exhibit A falsely led the reader 
to believe that the 2009 fire 
caused more damage to this 
portion of the Moulin Rouge.



Note the strong siding which could be crafted as a sanctuary edge!
(All photos, by the way, were taken on June 23rd after the HPC meeting.)











You have been shown the Moulin Rouge in its worst light, absent 
any redeeming qualities and need for preservation.

Hopefully, this brief presentation will give you needed pause.

Remember, once the remnants are pulverized, the major 
components of a most historic site cannot be recovered.

At stake is the historic designation as it almost lost that after the 
2003 fire.  The Moulin Rouge sign was not enough to satisfy the 
federal organization.  Thus, a structural engineer report saved that 
listing and attested to the overall structural integrity.

Finally, not only would the Westside lose another and its most 
important landmark, the land may yield relatively little value in this 
current economic climate.  Whoever purchased this land, might be 
regretably tainted with the reputation as the owner who buried the 
Westside’s grandest lady.

It is hoped that you will at least consider an independent 
engineering report and provide a local architect with an 
opportunity to show profitable ways to retain the image of the 
Moulin Rouge in a tangible fashion for future generations.



Should not Las Vegas, now in its second century, emulate 
other major civilizations and cities around the world and 
appreciate that which made it a great metropolitan center?

http://freelargephotos.com/?fetch=101429.xml&subject=Ruins�


As a final note, the complete, rich Moulin Rouge history was 
impossible to convey in this relatively short presentation, 

including the various facets and stories told a thousand ways 
by thousands of people.  

Special thanks to the Moulin Rouge Museum and Cultural Center; UNLV and State Museum 
images, Marie McMillan, and Don Walker’s brilliant photography.






















































