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acade and tower at the Moulin Rouge
4), C-2 (General Commercial) Zone,

Amount:
Funding Source:
Dept./Division:

PURPOSE/BACKGROUND:

The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) considered the application for a Certificate of
Appropriateness for demolition of the historic guard shack, facade and tower at the Moulin
Rouge site. The application was approved on June 23, 2010, pursuant to an 8-1-1 vote. That
action was subsequently appealed by Patricia Hershwitzky and scheduled for this public hearing.

RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends the City Council deny the appeal and uphold the action of the Historic
Preservation Commission.

BACKUP DOCUMENTATION:

1. Aerial map

Staff Report

Supporting Documentation

Photos

Work Description - Exhibit A

. Site Map Submitted at 06/23/10 HPC meeting by the applicant

. Letter of Appeal of HPC Decision Submitted by Patricia Hershwitzky

. Notice of Public Hearing

. Submitted at Meeting - PowerPoint Presentation and Supplemental Documents by Patricia
Hershwitzky, Petition to Preserve the Historic Designation by Barbara Crockett and Email by
Deputy City Attorney Dan Still
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Motion made by RICKI Y. BARLOW to Deny the appeal, thereby upholding the action of the
Historic Preservation Commission
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Passed For: 7; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Did Not Vote: 0; Excused: 0

RICKI Y. BARLOW, LOIS TARKANIAN, STEVE WOLFSON, OSCAR B. GOODMAN,
GARY REESE, STEVEN D. ROSS, STAVROS S. ANTHONY (Against-None); (Abstain-
None); (Did Not Vote-None); (Excused-None)
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application is accurate, as indicated by the Assessor's Office; 2) No one has produced a copy of a
99 year lease, and, if it did exist, it was extinguished by the foreclosure proceedings; 3) Notice of
demolition of a property is not necessary and only requires a demolition permit; 4) KATHERINE
DUNCAN'S abstention on the approval to demolish the property by the Historic Preservation
Commission is negligible due to the majority vote in support; 5) The demolition will not have
any bearing on the property's historic designation.

BEATRICE TURNER, resident of West Las Vegas, stated that the Moulin Rouge property has
been an eyesore for many years, and that the property owner should be required to clean it up.

TODD FARLOW, Las Vegas resident, questioned the materials of the building and asked if
there is a development plan for the property.

BARBARA CROCKETT, Las Vegas Advisory Board, submitted a 25-signature petition, which
is made a part of the minutes, for the preservation of the Moulin Rouge. She felt the property is
worth saving in order to build around it.
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KATHERINE DUNCAN, Moulin Rouge Museum and Cultural Center, advised the Council that
the same procedure to have a property listed as a historic site is required to have it delisted, and
alleged that once the tower is demolished, the property stands no chance of holding its historic
designation. She argued that the museum belongs to the Moulin Rouge and Cultural Center;
therefore, she requested time to investigate why the museum is being demolished.

MS. DUNCAN informed COUNCIL g 1995, as part of the Sarah James
Walker project, the state issued § &scum and Cultural Center. That

ZELAST
money was turned over to thgg¥le ? to contact the attorney for
the hotel to no avail. She / (éy a{ypwner; however, the
4

DAR] l'l'

Moulin Rouge Museum gy é ter haf|the righ ¢ derneath the tower. After
confirming with DEPUS X 4 ORILHYIDAN STILL, X AN BARLOW
advised MS. DUNCAR t?e sues with thi ¥ that have to be
resolved independenffqft t ity of Las Vegds.|NIS|| e owner is being

compelled to demoli

LISA MORRIS HIHB
shown and concurred

ed to videotape
bd that staff is
back before the

DICK TAYLOR requested additional tif

MAYOR GOODMAN was saddened that despite many past proposals to develop this property,
none of them came to fruition and the situation has reached the point of demolition of a symbolic
beacon to the City's position as far as its history on segregation and desegregation. However, he
concurs with COUNCILMAN BARLOW'S adamant position on developing the property for the
benefit of the entire City of Las Vegas and the nearby residents.

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN asked that any salvageable remnants with historical value
be stored at the Neon Museum. ATTORNEY SHOELL assured the Councilwoman that one of
the rose-colored pillars is salvageable and will be stored.

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON observed that no action taken by the Council changes the historical
site and its symbolism, and that the Council retains control over its future development.

COURTNEY MOONEY, Urban Design Coordinator and Historic Preservation Officer of
Planning and Development, indicated for COUNCILMAN BARLOW that anyone can apply for
listing or delisting a property as a historical site, as long as the owner's approval is obtained. The
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state regularly looks at properties to see if they need to be delisted. She had no knowledge of a
99-year lease, and in her conversation with the state officer, he said that it is a City matter and
not a state matter. DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY STILL interjected that a state officer confirmed
via e-mail that there is no such lease, and he indicated he would retrieve that e-mail and submit
it.
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