


The Las Vegas Veterans Memorial

A salute
to our country
and to the
veterans who
served for us



Las Vegas Military Contributions

• Nellis Air Force Base
• Nevada Test Site
• Creech Air Force Base
• Tonopah Test Range 
• New VA Hospital
• Rapidly growing 

veterans population 



Las Vegas Veterans 
Memorial Foundation
• The Las Vegas Veterans Memorial Foundation is a non-

profit 501 (c) 3 created by a local group of special forces 
veterans and American Shooters, a veteran-owned business 
in Las Vegas

• For the past year, the Foundation has worked in close 
collaboration with the City of Las Vegas, local veterans 
organizations, the Las Vegas Arts Commission, and 
neighborhood residents and homeowners associations.



Site Selection

• Huntridge 
Circle Park

• High 
visibility

• Heart of 
historic Las 
Vegas



Artist Selection Process
June 2009:  Las Vegas Arts Commission releases requests for 

qualifications

September 2009:  More than 200 proposals submitted from 
internationally-recognized artists

December 2009:  Selection Committee selects four finalists to present 
concepts and maquettes

June 2010:  Joan Benefiel, Douwe Blumberg, Cliff Garten, and Eugene 
Daub & Rob Firmin present maquettes for public display

Mid-August 2010:  Final Selection



Joan Benefiel

• Brooklyn, New York
• Director – Excalibur 

Bronze Sculpture 
Foundry

• MFA – New York 
Academy of Art

• Nassau County 
Vietnam War 
Veterans Memorial



Joan Benefiel

• Four Heroic figures 
and a single empty 
shroud, draped in 
the American Flag

• “Eternal Flame”
• Bound by chains of 

dog tags



Douwe Blumberg
• USC Idyllwild School 

of the Arts and Music
• 200 private & public 

commissions
• US Army Special 

Forces Monument
• NJ Fallen Soldiers 

Monument
• Ground Zero Finalist



Douwe Blumberg

• Haunting sculptures 
representing American 
military involvement

• Centerpiece bronze 
modern vignette and 
family group

• Granite memorial walls 
with narrative quotations



Cliff Garten

• MFA Rhode Island 
School of Design

• Masters in Landscape 
Architecture –Harvard

• Public Art Master Plan 
for Calgary, Alberta

• Ft. Worth Streetscapes 



Cliff Garten
• Inscribed “Wall of 

Remembrance”
• The Great Lawn
• Court of Honor with 

5 Sentinel Columns
• Grove of Silence 

with granite benches 
and commemorative 
sculptures



Eugene Daub & Rob Firmin
• Pennsylvania Academy 

of Fine Arts
• MA & PhD – Univ. of 

Chicago
• Lewis & Clark 

Memorial, Kansas City
• USS San Diego 

Memorial
• National Salute to the 

Military Memorial



Eugene Daub & Rob Firmin

• Bell Tower with perched 
golden eagle

• 5-point star pedestal
• Memorial Wall 

recognizing fallen 
soldiers

• Central plaza with flags 
representing all branches 
of the military



Public Participation

• 100% privately funded
• Individual and Corporate donations
• Personal and Family Memorial 

Opportunities
• Memorial to be turned over to the City of 

Las Vegas following construction














