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PURPOSE/BACKGROUND:

Las Vegas firefighters are using cutting-edge emergency medical technology to save the lives of
our citizens. By adding the therapeutic hypothermia protocol pilot program in conjunction with
our rapid response times and high performing six-person teams made up of an Engine Company
and Rescue/Ambulance, we have significantly increased our ability to save lives, including 25
documented code saves since January 2010.

RECOMMENDATION:
Report only, no action required.

BACKUP DOCUMENTATION:
Submitted after Meeting Las Vegas Fire and Rescue Chart by Staff

Minutes:

GREG GAMMON, Chief of Las Vegas Fire and Rescue, spoke about the new technique
introduced by DR. DAVID SLATTERY, EMS Medical Director for Las Vegas Fire and Rescue,
to save lives of those in cardiac arrest. This technique has had remarkable success, and he
indicated that a person under cardiac arrest that survived through the use of this technique would
be recognized the following month. He deferred to DR. SLATTERY.

DR. SLATTERY stated that the use of this technique was made possible through a study funded
by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), and it was presented to the Council in 2008. This was
the first time in the State of Nevada to link what happens in a 911 call center to what happens
with firefighters and paramedics in the field when they are able to deliver cardiac arrest patients
to hospitals and link that to hospital outcomes. Prior to this technique, linking this information
was possible only through very expensive, cumbersome research protocols. This system allows
lives to be saved.
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Referring to a chart, a copy of which is included in the backup documentation, DR. SLATTERY
indicated that survival depends greatly on where a person lives, with the biggest survival rate in
Seattle, Washington, but the trend for Las Vegas is definitely increasing. The important thing to
remember with cardiac arrest victims is the number of people that walk out intact and
neurologically normal, which is considered a successful outcome.
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