OConsent Discussion

APPROVALS RECEIVED BEFORE:

Planning Commission VIte: Planning Commission Mtg. 121
City Council Meeting City Council Meeting 111

RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends DENIAL. The Planning Commission (5-2 vote) recommends APPROVAL,
subject to conditions.

BACKUP DOCUMENTATION:

Location and Aerial Maps

Conditions and Staff Report

Supporting Documentation

Photos

Justification Letter

Protest/Support Postcards from the February 17, 2010 City Council Meeting

7. Submitted at Meeting - Binder with 31 Business Support Letters and 79 Neighborhood
Support Petition Signatures by Attorney Bob Gronauer and Opposition Packet, Report from
Superior Engineering Services, Inc., Letter from Greg McDermott and Report from Acoustics
Group, Inc., by Attorney Daniel Stewart for Items 77 and 78

8. Backup referenced from the January 14, 2010 Planning Commission Meeting Item 6

A

Motion made by GARY REESE to Deny

Passed For: 4; Against: 3; Abstain: 0; Did Not Vote: 0; Excused: 0

RICKI'Y. BARLOW, LOIS TARKANIAN, OSCAR B. GOODMAN, GARY REESE; (Against-
STEVE WOLFSON, STEVEN D. ROSS, STAVROS S. ANTHONY); (Abstain-None); (Did
Not Vote-None); (Excused-None)

Minutes:
GOODMAN declared the Public Hearing open for Items 77 and 78.
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COUNCILMAN REESE indicated that he received numerous letters, first opposing and then
supporting the project. He received letters from COMMISSIONER CHRIS GIUNCHIGLIANI
and ASSEMBLYMAN RICHARD SEGERBLOM opposing the project, and letters from MR.
COYLE, Republic Silver State, both opposmg and supporting the project. The applicant also
provided him with letters from adjaccntliigiss ¢ has always trled to support the needs of
the residents most affected. LLggC LS
something or against a g

stment 1§
n e' C proposed six-level bu1ld1ng

is the welcoming area where skydivmg classes w1 be held. The observation area and lockers
are on the fourth level. The propeller is on level five and the motor on level six. He pointed out
that Breslin Builders designed the facility to repurpose the building as an office building in the
event the body flying business fails. The wind tunnel is completely enclosed in 12 inches of
concrete, there are no vents for outside air, the covered motor is on top of the wind tunnel and
the air recirculates.

Due to the size of the building, ATTORNEY GRONAUER explained that only 22 people could
be present at one time; six employees and 16 people participating in the experience. The hour
and a half includes instructions and the experience.

ATTORNEY GRONAUER noted that the parking requirement is 69 spaces but they are
proposing 59. He explained that the existing medical office building provides 19 parking spaces,
and the dental office is open Monday, Tuesday and Thursday all day, half day on Friday, and it is
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closed on Saturday and Sunday. There is no conflict with the time of parking because the peak
of the dental office is during the daytime, and the body flying is late afternoon, early evening.

The proposed structure will be 9,970 square feet, of that amount, about 2,300 square feet is non-
usable, which includes levels that hayeths gadler and machinery. The code requires the entire
footage be taken into accoun C 2 SRR C this would not be required, they

e proposed
facility subject

0 not vibrate.
ontinue to

M this operation
at this would

T Vegas is looking at job creation in the
redevelopment area. The developer is making a substantlal investment in the area and will help
create jobs. This will be a win-win situation. He commented on a business he had represented
for a beer and wine license application, which created new jobs and spearheaded new businesses.
Denial of the application would leave the property vacant and will not create construction jobs.
He acknowledged the number of oppositions, but pointed out that it is not every day, especially
during difficult economic times, a developer is willing to construct something that will create a
positive impact.

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON verified with MARGO WHEELER, Director of Planning and
Development, that the Planning Commission approved the application with a condition that prior
to the issuance of the Certificate of Occupancy, the applicant submit a noise study after
construction of the building, and, before occupancy must show the actual decibel levels both at
distances of 100 and 500 feet. MS. WHEELER explained that the report would have to be
submitted by a certified professional qualified to conduct such a study to be reviewed by staff. If
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staff could not review that appropriately, then staff would have to look at having a professional
in the field review the report to ensure that it is accurate. She further explained that the decibel
numbers are part of the noise element where certain decibel levels generally are allowed in
neighborhoods.

COUNCILWOMAN TARKA4 iatedrontthal S 80 decibels would be considered
conversational speech.

operate & qi ok . 4ekbn H{b Ao ZELAN g C dapplicant must
provide :

50 feet from the natural grade of the ground.” The proposed project is higher, and it does not
harmonize with surrounding properties. In the event the business fails, he hopes the building
would become a commercial use.

ATTORNEY STEWART indicated that his clients hired a consultant to conduct a sound study.
Additionally, a citizen took it upon herself to email Breslin Builders claiming to be a business in
Panama wanting to build an indoor skydiving facility and requested information about the sound
level distance requirements. He alleged that the sound levels to the nearest neighbor are
anticipated to be about 62 decibels, a significant impact on the immediate neighborhood. He
asked that the City Council deny the applications.

ROBERT WOQO, Principal Consultant for Acoustics Group, Inc., stated he reviewed the noise
study conducted by the developer to determine its accuracy. He pointed out that the applicant
conducted the sound study with the use of a Radio Shack sound level meter. The noise was
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measured for 30-second intervals three times per day and averaged those numbers to arrive at an
average baseline noise for each measured location. He further noted that the methodology used
is the applicant did not consider the frequency of the sound going through a 12-inch concrete
wall or additional noise sources, such as the noise from the outside support equipment. The
methodology used in not appropriate with-dgsigaato the City's noise ordinance.

WOO asked i# il e0n 3 2 3 ance of 40 or 50
feet. The stzt i1 ' 3 i e environment, and
there will §

perating . JHcdcility is expected to
M{) i ricgl residential neighborhood.
[PAM S, € er and Administrator of New

Horizon Rest Home, expressin T The g0 project would be a detriment to her
care facility.

SCOTT SWANK, PAM HARTLEY,PAUL BENEDICT, TATIANA GORETSKAYA, SCOTT
MARTIN, BENJAMIN MORRIS, MICHAEL HANRATTY, President of the South Ridge
Neighborhood Association, TOM SCHLESINGER, STAN ZURAWSKI, LENARD FERRIS,
JOHN McCORMICK and JOYCE PERLMAN, all appeared in opposition. Their comments
included various concerns related to noise intrusion, the height of the building, energy
consumption, parking encroachment into the neighboring businesses, and traffic increase. The
speakers do not consider this development compatible with the community and fear it would
harm the local retail. A resident suggested the applicant consider building the facility at 121
South Sunset Road, where a sports arena exists on a large parcel that would be an excellent
location for this type of amusement. The speakers would prefer development of restaurants,
professional buildings and additional retail. All agreed this use is not appropriate for this area.
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LINDA ZURAWSKI confessed she was wrote the emails referred to by ATTORNEY
STEWART to obtain information concerning the noise element. However, she did not write to
Breslin Builders but to a company in Switzerland.

BETTY RUMFORD, Director and Nejghhasbaad oordinator for the Mesquite Club, stated that
v 2 clrgbhouse and they are diligently

the application.

A!ER; i $ MM regarding the noise.
t

ATTORNEY

From the begj§ WeE d the gppliggdnt would i mYoWitigate their
concerns & trymigto invest §7.2 lhon in the C1 ic{ R cooperate, but did
not receivg co ratiof uth b threreT you d@pound like a
category fivi an ./Misinformatior} ch ed %e resy ntm to objections.
ATTORERY GRO clarified fhdt tdaul d for comntitions, and
they willafcept a ¢ idn fo . 1y hasjyorke 1th e neighbbfood, and he
believeghe rlght d n sitd allowjthiks igNEsth he use is

d

, 14T st
. of neigh re e ;
is being ask® the appli n e has Jo many years. Itis
L I\ make this te ' gfake time to attend

spent three months in Switzerland at the Tirst body flying facility built in Europe. He has been a
consultant for an Egyptian facility in Cairo and spent three months in Russia and two weeks in
Turkey training its military.

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON questioned the reason why someone would purchase land with the
hopes of building this facility when there is opposition. It would seem more prudent to bring that
idea to the City Council first for feedback. MR. SPEAR responded that after an analysis of
various locations he was considering purchasing, he found that the use is permitted at the subject
location. He met with MAYOR PRO TEM REESE three years ago where he presented the
project and indicated that it seemed like a good idea, contingent upon obtaining neighborhood
support.

MR. SPEAR indicated that body flying is an expensive recreational activity that costs $75 per
participant. He considered this type of development in Las Vegas because of its major tourist
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market. Most clients range from 50 to 60 years of age. The facility would be open until 11:00
pm and one session from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. The turbine could potentially run from 8:00
a.m. to 11:00 p.m.

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON suggesieddosinibs eants submit documentation prior to the
meeting to give the Council tig Cad ore-the Towgge. He verified with ATTORNEY
GRONAUER that 15 joLag® gutd h s toucgn site. The construction phase
could create 50 to 73405 A s

RTeFor ‘
migts that thesee Xc@cd need to be heard.
R onvention Center
location t Md tourists will
continue §§f g , i not understand.
He is fa : E hei 4 ebsds Aorte 3 ¢ We hurting. This
e itali T : % project %r

He opined

drive, which is
The control

C oclg e project would be designed in a
way that people would not have to park n tront of other businesses. ATTORNEY GRONAUER
explained that people would be making a right hand turn in a private street. Parking will be
provided on the property. MAYOR PRO TEM REESE verified that there will be no off-premise
parking. There would be no reason for someone to drive into the private street, only if no
parking is available.

Regarding the party atmosphere, COUNCILMAN ANTHONY discussed with ATTORNEY
GRONAUER that the proposed facility is not designed for competitions because it is too small.
Again, they would accept a condition prohibiting competitions. MR. SPEAR added that no
alcohol is permitted because of liability. As this is a sporting event, any impairment of physical
ability would put at risk the participant as well as other people present in the chamber.

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN verified with MR. SPEAR that he would not look at other
locations, as he invested money at this location.
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MAYOR PRO TEM REESE stated that it is always best for the applicant to obtain neighborhood
support before property is purchased. Through the Redevelopment Agency, the City of Las
Vegas has tried to attract businesses in this area. He does not feel responsible for what happens
across from Sahara Avenue, as that is under the Countys jurisdiction. This City Council has
always supported new development thatciggiggeaew jobs. He referred to a new Walgreens
opening that created 30 new jg

He acknowledged a
project, which dig QRO TEM REESE feels
he has done ev ssful. He recalled the

letters opposing
e is not certain

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN commended MAYOR PRO TEM REESES commitment to
the residents, and the entire Council understands his value system of standing for what he
believes in.

Regarding Item 78, MAYOR PRO TEM REESE moved for denial because the noise level is an
issue that would impact the adjacent residents. The building is too high for the area and is not
harmonious with the surrounding properties. He supports the body flying facility but not at this
location.

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE declared the Public Hearing closed for Items 77 and 78.



