DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS 99TH AIR BASE WING
NELLIS AIR FORCE BASE, NEVADA

NOV 232009

Colonel Howard D. Belote
Commander

4430 Grissom Ave, Suite 101
Nellis AFB, NV 89191

The Honorable Oscar B, Goodman
Mayor of Las Vegas

400 Stewart Avenue

Las Vegas, NV 89101

Dear Mayor Goodman,

On behalf of Team Nellis, which comprises Nellis Air Force Base (AFB), Creech AFB, Tonopah Test Range, and
the Nevada Test and Training Range (NTTR), I would [ike to express our ongoing support for the protection and
conservation of the Upper Las Vegas Wash. We believe the various efforts to protect this sensitive region, such as
your resolution, are integral to the sustainment of Team Nellis’s future. When coupled with easements for military
overflight, such efforts protect current and future air and ground military operations throughout the region.

Team Nellis is one of our nation’s most valuable military complexes. We conduct approximately 40,000 test and
training flights each year. Our missions range from operational testing of new weapons systems and simulated
combat during allied Red Flag operations, to ground combat operations and real-time combat missions flown from
Creech AFB in Indian Springs. The Nellis Complex is truly a national treasure, and the unmatched testing and
training capabilities it provides are critical to our ability to fight and win our nation’s wars.

Compatible conservation of the Upper Las Vegas Wash region presents a great opportunity to protect two
different national treasures — the Wash and the Nellis Complex. As you know, the wash region contains significant
paleontological, botanical, and cultural resources on the ground, which require long term protective measures. In
addition, the area also provides critical airspace that supports Team Nellis’s air and ground operations. We have
crucial low/high-level flight arrival, departure, and training routes throughout the wash region, and the area serves as
a gateway to our testing and training ranges. By federally protecting the region with an associated military avigation
reservation, we can ensure the sustainment of both critical habitat and military airspace, creating a truly win-win
compatible future for Nevada.

Team Nellis remains committed to working with community leaders to develop processes that foster compatible
growth solutions to secure Nevada’s future. My point of contact for this matter is Ms. Deb MacNeill, Director of
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Colonel, USAF
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To: Clark County Commission
From: Nevada Wilderness Project
Re: Support for National Park Unit Designation of Las Vegas Wash

November 12, 2009

The Nevada Wilderness Project supports the designation of Las Vegas Wash as a
national park unit. Qur organization is proud to work in concert with many national
and Nevada groups to see this area protected.

The cultural and biological aspects of the area are globally unique. In addition, the
Las Vegas Wash contains historic wildlife corridors that connect the Desert National
Wildlife Refuge with the Spring Mountains. We believe that the conservation,
scientific, educational and community stewardship opportunities are outstanding.
We look forward to working with Clark County on this worthy effort.

Sincerely,

john Wallin

Director

Nevada Wilderness Project
775-250-1635
www.wildnevada.org




































