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VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT - ITEM 32
Approval of Fourth Supplemental Interlocal Contract 481d between the City of Las Vegas
and the Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada (RTC) to increase

funding and extend the date of completion for the City Parkway — D Street Connector
between Grand Central Parkway and I-15 ($187,000 — RTC) — Ward S (Barlow)
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MAYOR GOODMAN

We’ll go to Item number 32 and ask Mr. Cervantes to come up to the podium. Item number 32 is
approval of a fourth supplemental Interlocal Contract 481d between the City of Las Vegas and
the Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada to increase funding and extend the
date of completion for the City Parkway — D Street Connector between Grand Central Parkway
and I-15. This is in Ward 5. Councilman.

COUNCILMAN BARLOW

Yes. 1 would like for Mr. Cervantes, if you will, to give background in relation to the D Street
Connector and City Parkway. Understanding from previous conversations that we’ve had and
also the term “connector” has caused or placed the City in a precarious situation. And so, if you
will please speak to it, as far as the connector, what that represents and if, in fact, there’s going
to be any closures or non-closures. I want to make sure that we have all of that information out

on the record and before the residents of the community.

JORGE CERVANTES

Certainly. Good — morning, Mayor and Council. Jorge Cervantes, Department of Public Works.
The project connector is a roadway project where there’s a realignment of a road where D Street
is being realigned to connect directly with F Street. On your screen here, you can see a
rendering of what that shows. It’s where, if you’re coming northbound on — F Street, the road is
being realigned so it connects directly with D Street where there’s an interchange off of I-15 to —
D Street. So it provides for traffic to still be able to travel north/south on D Street; travel
north/south on H Street. Traffic on F Street is being re-routed. F Street is being closed under the
freeway, but the D Street underpass and the H Street underpass is still open passages. And so
this connector is just a realignment of a road to provide better connectivity in and out of the
community. This particular item here, agenda today, is to modify the agreement that we have
with the RTC, the funding source for this project, to allow additional funding to reconnect D
Street on the south end of the connector so that folks coming down D Street can work (inaudible)
all the way up to Bonanza. So they have the option of either using D Street all the way to

Bonanza or using this realigned roadway to get to — F Street.
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UNIDENTIFIED AUDIENCE MEMBER
No.

COUNCILMAN BARLOW
Yes, thank you.

MAYOR GOODMAN
Okay, very good. Did you want to —

COUNCILMAN BARLOW
Yes, if — you don’t mind, Mayor.

MAYOR GOODMAN
No, [ don’t mind. Whatever you —

COUNCILMAN BARLOW

Okay. We have some residents that had comments in respect to —

MAYOR GOODMAN
Alright.

COUNCILMAN BARLOW

— this item.

MAYOR GOODMAN

Let’s put a three-minute timer on this, please.

BEATRICE TURNER
Beatrice Turner, West Las Vegas. So you will go off, come off D Street and go on Wilson

Street, right, and then connect back on F Street?
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JORGE CERVANTES

That’s correct. The realignment is D Street, comes up, realigns through Wilson Street to F

Street.

BEATRICE TURNER

Absolutely — no way, no how. No. You got the home, you got the Rescue Mission there. You
know, I mean, no way. You mean to tell me that’s how we got to travel through our community?
No way, no how, no way, no. Cause’ no, we don’t, no, we don’t want that, no. We do not want
that! No way. And whoever — put this together, who, this design that it wasn’t brought to us,
they need to be getting they (sic) pink slip today by five. No, no way do we want that. So they
here today for approval for that? Am I right?

COUNCILMAN BARLOW

That’s correct.

BEATRICE TURNER
No. This need to be held until we can have a community meeting and this is brought to the

community so the community can understand this. That’s what need to happen today.

JORGE CERVANTES

Councilman, just to —

UNIDENTIFIED AUDIENCE MEMBER

You can’t make a decision without people.
JORGE CERVANTES

Just for clarification. This item today isn’t for this realignment. This item is just to connect D

Street back up to the Connector at this point here.
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UNIDENTIFIED AUDIENCE MEMBER

Ain’t no way in —

JORGE CERVANTES
That’s the only thing this item is — for the funding.

BEATRICE TURNER

This need to be held and — explained to our community.

UNIDENTIFIED AUDIENCE MEMBER
That’s true.

BEATRICE TURNER

That’s what need to happen today. So I’'m quite sure you can hold this for thirty, for two weeks
to your next City Council meeting. Ya’ll know how to get the meeting, get the notices out to get
folks to a meeting. This need to be held for at least for two weeks so the community can hear
this ‘cause they all have left now to go to the church to — have prayer. I was the only one
(inaudible) behind ‘cause I take prayer tonight. No. This need to be held up for at least the next
City Council meeting so that we can, this can be discussed with our community, especially like
Ms. Jamerson and all of them that live right there on F and McWilliams. No. This need to be
held up until, for we can have a meeting in the community, this is brought to the community

since wasn’t nothing else brought to us. So at least we’ll have a say on this right here.

COUNCILMAN BARLOW

Thank you for your comments.

GABRIELLE YATES
Hello.
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MAYOR GOODMAN

Hi. Please identify yourself.

GABRIELLE YATES

My name is Gabrielle Yates. I live at 901 Gerson inside Marble Manor. Now, I lived here five
years and what I see is just a total disaster for these Councilmen and Assembly people that live
here. One of the things that I can’t understand is that how do you close a street and just — allow
other people to tell you where, and where there’re supposed to live at? One, when I leave, if I'm
— supposed to be at work at seven o’clock at the Las Vegas Convention Center, Mayor, where
you see me plenty of times at before, and my boss wants me there at six o’clock, I have to walk
downtown to the DTC ‘cause there’s no buses that come at six o’clock, until six o’clock. So
there’s the 214 and the 208, now we have to, and if — I had a car to drive, now I have age
discrimination, racial discrimination and transportation discrimination. Now you gonna try to
tell me that I have to take D to F to get a connector. We — are people that have to have a
decision made based on not a racial discrimination or economic development, but we have to
have common sense has to come in Vegas and lead somewhere for each and every one of us.
There is nothing to say that where the buses don’t come on time, now you’re trying to say, okay,
we’re just gonna close out a whole neighborhood. And now we’re supposed to sit back and let it
happen. That’s what happen to Maxwell Bidwell in Philadelphia, but this is not Philadelphia.
And that because we have a slave set mentality that still lingers here in Vegas, it doesn’t have to
happen here either. So when you — go home and you go to sleep at night, I want you to decide,
what would you tell your children when you close off them? And — then in years to come, that’s
what’s gonna happen. When each one of you decides to go to sleep at night, I want you to pray:
Lord, let me decide what is right. Let my conscious be my guide. And that’s what I said in

Jesus’ name. Amen.

MAYOR GOODMAN
Thank you.
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COUNCILMAN BARLOW

Thank you.

MAYOR GOODMAN
Alright.

COUNCILMAN BARLOW

Now, Mr. Cervantes, for — the record, the realignment and the connection that we’re, that’s
before us today, would you go back through and explain as far as what’s taking place in respect
to this street because the community, at this time, as — you saw earlier, have very valid points in
regards to the closure of streets in the community. What’s taking place today, to my
understanding and you correct me if I’'m wrong, is that previously D Street was going to be
closed off, cul-de-saced (sic), and the realignment traveling south on D Street would come down

Wilson, reconnect to F Street onto Bonanza. Is that correct?

JORGE CERVANTES

That is correct, Councilman.

COUNCILMAN BARLOW

And — in addition to that, after conversations with my office, and I requested D Street to be re-
opened so that the residents of this community would not have to travel down Wilson and
connect in to F Street to make a left onto Bonanza to travel east. So I requested that D Street be
reconnected and reop, well not reopened, but not closed in order to continue the travel on D

Street south connecting to Bonanza. Is that correct?
JORGE CERVANTES

That — is correct, Councilman. The original design had the Connector but both F Street north of

I-15 and D Street south of the Connector were cul-de-saced (sic).
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COUNCILMAN BARLOW

Correct.

JORGE CERVANTES

As per your request, we looked at the design and were able to come back and connect D Street so
if you’re coming down D Street, you can go all the way down to Bonanza and not have to go
through the Connector as you explained. This item before you today is just the agreement that
we have with the RTC, who is our funding source, to give us the funding that we need to make

that connection back of D Street.

COUNCILMAN BARLOW

To open D Street back up. So that’s what we’re doing, just for clarification, Ms. Turner. What’s
taking place today is that we’re voting on the funds in order to make sure that D Street is not
closed. And so I —thank you for that clarification because I don’t want anyone in the community
to walk away with the misunderstanding that streets are being closed off in the midst of the City
having to deal with the lawsuit that’s before us right now with the closure of F Street, which we
will — be addressing in the court of law upon the court date. And so, before us today is the
opportunity to receive the funds — in order to keep D Street a complete thoroughfare all the way

through to Bonanza.

BEATRICE TURNER

And Wilson won’t be no connector. We won’t —

COUNCILMAN BARLOW
As of — right now Wilson — is a connector between F and D. What they’re doing is and — explain
this as far as the roadwork, as far as improving the road, the street on Wilson, improving Wilson

from D to F, explain that, Jorge, please.

JORGE CERVANTES

Sure. Today, Wilson is an east/west street that does connect between D and F Street.
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COUNCILMAN BARLOW

Correct.

JORGE CERVANTES
It Ts at both sides.

COUNCILMAN BARLOW

Correct.

JORGE CERVANTES

All we’re doing is making a continuous road, improving the street from the current two-lane to a
four-lane facility to handle the demand of folks coming in and out of the downtown area and
connecting it directly. And then connecting D Street back up to that connector so you have

options. You can either come down D Street or you can use the connector to get to F Street.

COUNCILMAN BARLOW
Correct. And there’s no, and — the only difference now, Ms. Turner, is the fact that if you can
make a right on Wilson and go to F Street. Correct? And — it’s a two-lane street. What they’re,

the improvement that’s taking place is the fact that it’s going from a two-lane to a —

JORGE CERVANTES

A four lane.

COUNCILMAN BARLOW
— a four lane, and also D Street will not be cul-de-sac; it’s actually going to remain but it also

will be improved from Bonanza to the freeway.

BEATRICE TURNER
But do we understand that the Rescue Mission do (sic) commodities every other month, and

people have to come right there on Wilson. Right now they’re doing it in the parking lot —
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COUNCILMAN BARLOW

Right.

BEATRICE TURNER

— but they have to come on Wilson in order to pick up their commodities.

COUNCILMAN BARLOW
Well, I understand —

BEATRICE TURNER

So how that, how that’s gonna work out?

COUNCILMAN BARLOW

Let me explain that to you —, I’ve worked, I’ve been working very closely with the President of
the Las Vegas Rescue Mission and with their expansion, I’ve talked, I’ve spoken to them in my
office in regards to how, in fact, they have their residents or clients come and line up. They will
now be doing that internally on their property, specifically once their new kitchen is opened.
Everything will be done internally whereas today it’s being done out on the sidewalk. And I told
them that that has to discontinue as far as their clients being out on the sidewalk. Everything has
to be done internally, which they’re working with me on that currently. And so, what I don’t
want to do today is pass up the opportunity of — following the recommendation of the
community in respect to making sure that, as of right now, we have the opportunity to get D
Street back, off of the — design for being closed and the new design, to make sure that D Street

remains open. And that’s what we’re voting on today.

BEATRICE TURNER

Well, you know, on Wilson, where you have the Rescue Mission, we — want to know what kind
of — scrubbery (sic), sidewalks or what is gonna go on there? So you telling me the people from
the Rescue Mission no longer will be able to do they (sic) business on Wilson? That’s what you

telling me?
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COUNCILMAN BARLOW

They will be doing it internally.

BEATRICE TURNER

Inside?

COUNCILMAN BARLOW

Inside their properties, yes. That’s what I’'m sharing with you.

BEATRICE TURNER

Well, you know, first of all, I ain’t supporting the F Street being closed off, so, you know — and,
if you don’t want to bring this to the community and — explain this to them a little more, that’s
fine with me. ‘Cause we’ll deal, like you said, in the court of law, we’ll deal with it in the court.
But, you know, I think this need to be tabled for least three, two weeks ‘til ya’ll next City
Council meeting. And let this be brought to the community so they can understand ‘cause
everybody sit at home don’t have cable, you know, so they can’t see this on Channel 2. So this

needs to be brought to the community.

COUNCILMAN BARLOW

And that’s — not a problem. If, in fact, from — those residents who are not here today, in all
fairness, then we want to make sure that we continue to have open government and open
dialogue with our residents. I don’t have a problem with tabling this item, well not tabling it, but
abeying this item for a number of weeks to basically explain to the community, as far as what we

are doing.

BEATRICE TURNER
Well that need to happen. ‘Cause —

COUNCILMAN BARLOW
And that’s not a problem.

Page 11 of 13



316
317
318
319
320
321
322
323
324
325
326
327
328
329
330
331
332
333
334
335
336
337
338
339
340
341
342
343

CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF
January 7, 2009
VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT - ITEM 32

BEATRICE TURNER

— people like Reverend Bennett don’t have cable. He don’t even have two-way on his phone.

MAYOR GOODMAN
Well then —

COUNCILMAN BARLOW
Well, at this point — Mayor, being that we had so many residents here today, and I want to make
sure that all the residents understand what we’re doing here today. I would like to hold this

item in abeyance for 30 days. That would be my motion at this time.

MAYOR GOODMAN

Alright. That’s the motion. Let’s vote on that, please. Post. (Motion carried unanimously.)

COUNCILMAN BARLOW
Thank you, Ms. Turner.

JORGE CERVANTES
Thank you.

BEATRICE TURNER
Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN
Mr. Mayor, could I just ask —

MAYOR GOODMAN

Motion carries.
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COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN

There’s no problem, is there, Jorge, in holding this up? We’re not going to lose any funding or

any —

JORGE CERVANTES

There isn’t. Two weeks —

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN

| -

JORGE CERVANTES

— (inaudible) anyway.

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN

— just think it’s extremely wise.

I think we, what we heard today was some problems with

communication and trust, and I think it’s extremely important that we do hold this back. You

take it back to the community, so that anybody who wants to can attend and ask questions.

JORGE CERVANTES

Sure.

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN

So I think that was a very wise motion.

/lc;da
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(END OF DISCUSSION)



