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MAYOR GOODMAN

Item 54 is discussion and possible action regarding an Appeal of Denial of a Bail Bond Agency
License and a Bail Agent License for VIP Bail Bonds at two locations at 8725 West Flamingo
Road in the County and 3100 East Lake Mead Boulevard, Suite 20, in the City of North Las
Vegas for Nakia Woodson. And, Mr. DiFiore.

JIM DiFIORE

Mayor and Members of the Council, this item today is not ward specific, as you — will see here
on the agenda item. The applications that we have before us are two; one for a Business License
in Clark County and one for a Business License in North Las Vegas. The Appeal submitted by
Ms. Woodson originally was for the first denial, which was the County location, and the reason
we’re hearing these with a County and a North Las Vegas location is because she is attempting
to conduct business in the City and our Code requires you have a business license if you are
going to conduct business in the City.

Now, the first Appeal was going to be heard November 5", but in the mean time circumstances
led me to deny the second application, and | felt it was prudent for the Council to hear these
appeals all at — once on the same agenda item.

The November, I’'m sorry, the County location of 8725 West Flamingo Road address was denied
on September 22", 2008. It is actually Exhibit No. 2 in your booklet. Ms. Woodson also has a
copy of that particular booklet. There were three reasons why that license was denied, and I’ll
go through these briefly.

The applicant was denied based upon the fact that she did not meet the criteria of a State
requirement, NRS 697.280, where it states every Bail Agent shall have and maintain in the State
a place of business accessible to the public wherein the licensee principally conducts transactions
under this license.

The 8725 West Flamingo Road address for her business is actually a condominium in a gated
community, her residence, and | didn’t believe it met the criteria under that particular statute.
The second reason for the denial was due to the fact that she conducted, carried on, engaged,

advertised in a trade or profession, without obtaining a valid business license.
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In this particular case, Ms. Woodson was previously operating from 1203 West Owens, moved
to 1360 West Owens earlier this year, applied for a business license later in the year, but went
before the City Council on August 6™ for a Special Use Permit and was denied that Special Use
Permit to operate from 1360 West Owens.
We have evidence in the packet here, under Exhibit No. 4, which have been submitted to me by
the Las Vegas Municipal Court, where she has posted bail bond contracts on several occasions:
August 11" August 29", September 2", September 4™, September 7", September 9" and
September 11", which we are submitting as evidence to prove that she was conducting business
in the City of Las Vegas during those dates and without a valid business license at that time.
Lastly, under this denial, she was denied based upon the fact that we would consider her a public
nuisance, in that on July 16", Judge, Municipal Court Judge Cedric Kerns, barred her from
appearing in his Municipal Court No. 5. When the evidence provided that was found that she
violated more than one provision of State Law in the issuance of several bonds, including
charging excessive fees. These findings also found that she included a fraudulent use of a State
notary stamp.
With me today is Deputy City Attorney Martin Orsinelli, who provided the City’s representation
at Judge Kerns’ hearing on July 16™ and is very, very familiar with the background of — his

decision. Skipping forward to the second application, which is found in Exhibit 10.

MAYOR GOODMAN

| know.

JIM DiFIORE

Exhibit 10 is a business license application for 3100 East Lake Mead Boulevard, Suite No. 20.
Exhibit 11 is a certified letter dated November 5, 2008, which also denies this business license
application, much for the same reason as the previous application was denied. Additionally
though, there was a reason for denial based upon an Order provided by Municipal Court Judge

Bert Brown on October 20”“, which —
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MAYOR GOODMAN

(Inaudible)

JIM DiFIORE

— essentially supported Judge Kerns’ decision in July. Additionally, the motion that was made
on October 20", or September 18", with a decision on October 20", Judge Brown’s decision,
barred Ms. Woodson from appearing in any Municipal Court until June 30" of 2009. I believe at
that time she’ll have an opportunity to appeal that particular barring of those courtrooms and
will, and may be able to reappear back in Municipal Court. It may be taken under consideration
at that point. However, again, Deputy City Attorney Orsinelli is here with any questions that
you may have on any of the Orders that — are a part of this packet.

For those reasons, I’m asking the City Council to uphold my denial of her business license

applications to conduct business in the City of Las Vegas.

MAYOR GOODMAN
All right, fine. Thank you. Any questions of Mr. DiFiore at this time? Ms. Woodson.

NAKIA WOODSON

Good afternoon, Mayor. Good afternoon, Council Members. 1I’m here to humbly request that
you grant me a business license. There are several reasons. The first is this hearing is not
timely. | initially submitted my Appeal September 26™. | was then told to submit it to City
Clerk. I did that. | then resubmitted it again, finally to Mr. DiForie (sic), October the 10", after
he was well aware that the initial Appeal was done September the 26". According to Las Vegas
Municipal Code 6.02.110, it clearly states that at the expiration of those ten days, | should be at a
Council hearing. | should have been at the hearing, October 22". I’'m not sure why | was
delayed til today.

The second reason is, at all times, | have had a business license. | have a letter here from Mr.
DiForie (sic) dated August 25" of 2008 for it clearly states, business license fees are paid in

advance so you were required to pay for business license fees for the 1363 West Owens Avenue

Page 4 of 19



110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138

CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF
November 19, 2008
VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT - ITEM 54
business location. So it has always been my contention that |1 have had a license in all
jurisdictions in Southern Nevada. This is the letter from Mr. DiForie (sic).
Third, this Appeal is for the 8725 West Flamingo address only. | have not submitted an appeal
for the North Las Vegas address.
The next thing: There’s several inaccuracies in Mr. DiForie’s (sic) letter dated September 22",
Again, on the first page, he says VIP Bail Bonds has never obtained a valid license for this
location. Well, that’s in con (sic), that contradicts his letter, August 25", of why | paid business
license fees for 1363 West Owens. So again, it’s my position that | had a license at that address.
The second inaccuracy in his letter, page 2, it says, these findings included use of fraudulent use
of your notary stamp. There’s nowhere indicated in this entire file that there was fraudulent use
of my personal notary stamp.
The third thing: He said, additionally, you have continued to advertise and/or conduct business
without a valid business license from 1363 Owens and 8725 West Flamingo. Again, that’s
inaccurate. As stated, this letter here says that the fees that I paid in June was for 1363 West
Owens. In addition, 8725 West Flamingo is Clark County. | have the business license here from
Clark County for that address. Clark County has been aware at all times that it was a home-
based business.
Okay, the next reason: What brings us here today is at the last Council Meeting on August 6", it
was made clear that Councilman Barlow did not want me in his Ward. We’ve talked about a lot
of things here today. We’ve talked about being adversaries with the City; we’ve talked about the
economy; we’ve talked about our future. 1I’m not trying to be an adversary with the City, so |
made a business decision to move out of the City of Las Vegas. | have two addresses with Clark
County and a second address with the City of North Las Vegas. All of this has been reported to
the Division of Insurance. | don’t see any letter documentation here from the Division of
Insurance that denies that, so I am in compliance with the State of Nevada and the Division of
Insurance.
Also, | think that the City should allow the other entities to do their job. We’re pointing fingers
here. We’re talking about the West Flamingo address. If Clark County issued a license and does

not have a problem with that, if I’ve reported this address to DOI, of which | have the
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documentation here, I’m not understanding why the City is worried about what other entities are
doing.

As far as the Court is concerned, | did not know that | was coming here for a court hearing today.
Possibly, I should have brought Counsel. | don’t understand why the City Attorney is here.
Secondly, what Mr. DiForie (sic) failed to point out to you, I’ve never been convicted of a
criminal action and at this time, the Judge’s decision is on appeal. This is currently a, pending in
Court. The last time | stood before you, Mr. Barlow pulled out a citation that | was given August
1% stating that | didn’t have a license. Okay. That has been dismissed. | never went to Court on
that. They threw it out. So it seems to me, every time 1I’m before City Council, I’m not allowed
my day in court. So it’s basically, I’m guilty before a judge can make the decision.

So, what I can say is that 1’ve complied with everything. | moved out of Ward 5. | have a valid
address in Clark County, 8725 West Flamingo, a valid address in North Las Vegas. In addition,
the judge’s decision is on Appeal. 1I’m a divorced mother of two children, the economy is bad,
like we all said today. I’m not trying to be an adversary with the City, which is why | moved
out. | didn’t dispute that. So being that I’m not located in the City any more, | would like to
have my license and continue to do business with the City. And I have brought members here in
support today, if you’ll allow them a couple of minutes to say something in support of me in the

business.

MAYOR GOODMAN

Fine. I’m going to just say this while you can bring your witnesses up. Folks, it’s about five
after one now. At the conclusion of the morning agenda, we have a Special Personnel Session,
so we’ll be working in Chambers on the Personnel Session and | just don’t see us coming back
here if we keep on going the way we’re going before, | say 2:15. So, if you can do something
with that time to your advantage, I’m just giving you notice that we’ll probably reconvene,
assuming we wrap up reasonably quickly on the morning agenda, at 2:15. | may be overly
optimistic. All right, one minute apiece, gentlemen, please. Please tell us your name and your

address.

REVEREND COVINGTON
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169  Reverend Covington, 1705 Yale Street, Mr. Mayor and Councilmen. Mr. Mayor, you look good.
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MAYOR GOODMAN

You look good.

REVEREND COVINGTON

Thank you. Not as young as | used to be.

MAYOR GOODMAN

But you look better than you used to.

REVEREND COVINGTON
Thank you.

MAYOR GOODMAN

You’re welcome.

REVEREND COVINGTON
We’re here on behalf of Mrs. Woodson. As we know the economy is what it is and a mother of
two childrens (sic) trying to work. We’re here in support of her, and we’re asking for a

consideration —

MAYOR GOODMAN
Thank you.

REVEREND COVINGTON

— on the part of the Council.

MAYOR GOODMAN

Thank you very much. Yes, Sir.
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MAURICE SHOWERS

Good morning Mr. Mayor and City Council. Maurice Showers, 5180 Burnham Avenue. I'm
here in support of Nakia Woodson. | know she’s a hard working and industrious young lady and
given the opportunity to do the right thing, I know she will comply with whatever is required,

and we ask you that you will allow her to continue her livelihood and support her family.

NAKIA WOODSON

And, Your Honor —

MAYOR GOODMAN
Wait. (Inaudible)

NAKIA WOODSON
— can | just add one last point? 1 did want to be clear that in all other jurisdictions I’m posting
bail on, everything is fine. So again, there only seems to be an issue with the City of Las Vegas.

I’m trying to get that resolved today. Again, | don’t want to have an adversarial relationship.

MAYOR GOODMAN
| appreciate that.

NAKIA WOODSON

I have no other problems in the other jurisdictions.

MAYOR GOODMAN

Fine. Yes, Sir.

JAMES COTRAINE
Good afternoon. James Cotraine, Chief Operating Officer for World Events Services, LLC. |
am here as a business partner, and | ask that you all grant her her business license. Consider the

fact that you all are trying to boost the economy, bring people here from around the world and |
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work as a, and that service is bringing people here and around the world and do business here

with Ms. Woodson. So, I respectfully request that you will honor her request.

MAYOR GOODMAN
Thank you.

ROLANDO LARRAZ

Good afternoon. My name is Rolando Larraz. I’m the owner, sole owner, of the Las Vegas
Tribune newspaper. 1I’m a victim of Mr. DiFiore, and | believe than a, what happening with Ms.
Woodson, is some kind of a discrimination. Somehow, somewhere, if you read Las Vegas
Tribune this week, you gonna see what my editorial is because | was accused of making a
million dollars in profit in 2006, and | was forced to move out of the City where | was very
happy, and | was very proud and very honorable of being the downtown newspaper. Mr.
DiFioria (sic), his clan, moved me out of the City with the approval of some of this Council was
here, like Mr. Brown, Mr. Reese and other Councilmen. They knew about the case, and they
never investigated. They never did anything. | think what they doing to Ms. Woodson is very

unfair and very, very, discrimination (sic).

MAYOR GOODMAN

Thank you. All right, do you have any other witnesses you want to call?

NAKIA WOODSON

No, Your Honor.

MAYOR GOODMAN

All right. Mr. DiFiore, this may very well end up in Court, so make the best record you can.
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JIM DiFIORE
Mayor, I’d like to present on the overhead, a fax cover that we received from Division of
Insurance, just as late as yesterday, which shows that Ms. Woodson is still registered with the

Division of Insurance for the State of Nevada at 1363 West Owenes.

NAKIA WOODSON

Your Honor, | would like —

JIM DiFIORE

Again — this was part of my presentation where that was one of the reasons that she was denied,
the fact that she didn’t comply with NRS 697.280 which requires her to register with the
Division of Insurance at the proper business location. 1363 West Owens was a denied use on
August 6. She never received a valid business license from that location, yet she still registers

with the State of Nevada at that location.

MAYOR GOODMAN
All right. Ms. Woodson.

NAKIA WOODSON

Your Honor, | would dispute that document, and if necessary | would ask that this be continued
to get the proper documentation from Division of Insurance. As stated, they charge a ten dollar
fee for a change of address. My check has cleared. In addition, Mr. DiVorie (sic) is, of course,
only presenting you Page 1 of a document that clearly states at the top, Page 1 of 3. Where’re
the rest of the papers?

I have a document here that clearly says, Branch address, 8-7-2-5 West Flamingo. So, if this is
at issue, | would gladly, in a week, two-week, whatever time you guys will allow me to go to the
Division of Insurance and get a letter confirming that. On file with them today is 3100 East Lake
Mead, Number 20, as well as 8-7-2-5 West Flamingo. | dispute that. There’s something not

correct here. The forms are filled out and sent to Kim Coleman at the Division of Insurance.
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MAYOR GOODMAN
Well, all right. Well, it’s gonna be up to Mayor Pro Tem, as to whether or not he wants to grant

you a two-week continuance here.

COUNCILMAN REESE
Well, before we do that, | wanna hear about this letter that says, she keep, she kept referring to

stating that she had a business license with the City of Las Vegas.

JIM DiFIORE
| —

COUNCILMAN REESE
That she paid all her fees and everything.

JIM DiFIORE

If I could have a few minutes to look at that letter, I’ll be glad to comment on that.

MAYOR GOODMAN

Ms. Woodson is a very smart lady, so —

ROLANDO LARRAZ

I wouldn’t give it to him. He would take it.

MAYOR GOODMAN
Wait.

NAKIA WOODSON

And if possible, Your Honors, I would ask that it’s passed to each of the Councilmenbers so they

can read it for themselves. It clearly says that you’re required to pay fees in advance. So, the
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fees that | paid to the City was for 1363 West Owens. I’'m sure the Councilmen and

Councilwoman can read it for themselves.

JIM DiFIORE
This letter is dated August 25", It was at the —

MAYOR GOODMAN
Of what year?

JIM Di FIORE
Of — this year. Of 2008.

MAYOR GOODMAN

About a month ago.

JIM DiFIORE

Las Vegas Municipal Code requires each business to pay business license fees in advance.
When they come in to our front counter and they submit an application, those fees are taken for
them to either conduct business six months or one year in advance, based upon the classification.
In this particular case, Ms. Woodson had a valid business license at 1230 West Owens. Her
billing went out for that location. She paid the fees for that location. She did not file a business
license application for 1360 West Owens until, subsequent, until the billing had gone out. So,
her fees were actually being paid for on a 1203 West Owens location. Her business license,
again, for 1360 West Owens was never approved based upon Council’s decision to deny the

Special Use Permit.
NAKIA WOODSON

Your Honor, again, | would appreciate if Council would read the letter for themselves. Mr.

DiForie (sic) is not being honest with you, here, today.
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MAYOR GOODMAN

Why don’t you pass the letter up?

NAKIA WOODSON

It clearly states in the letter that | put in a change of address, April 23", to 1363 West Owens.
So, you’re telling me from April 23" to June they’re still gonna send me a bill for 1363 West
Owens? That’s not correct, Your Honor. Now he’s asserting that it was for 1230 West Owens.
He says at the bottom of his letter, you put in a change of address April 23“. He’s correct.
Therefore, 1 got a bill two months later based upon 1363 West Owens. He’s not being honest

with you, here, today.

UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER
Somebody (inaudible).

NAKIA WOODSON

You’re right. It’s, I have all my documentation here. He’s not being straightforward.

MAYOR GOODMAN

Mr. Jerbic, do you wanna take a look at this?

NAKIA WOODSON
And here’s the second page, Your Honor, if you need it. But if you clearly look at the bottom,

he’s —

MAYOR GOODMAN
I — don’t like, I want the whole document. If there’re two pages, send them up. | don’t like one
page out of three. That doesn’t, there’s a doctrine called the Completeness Doctrine and it would

not be admissible.
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NAKIA WOODSON
That’s fine, Your Honor, but | would like to point everyone’s attention to the two keys things |

stated. That he stated that | had a license for 1363 West Owens. The fees were paid —

MAYOR GOODMAN
Right.

NAKIA WOODSON

— in advance.

JIM DiFIORE
No, I did not.

NAKIA WOODSON
In addition, at the bottom of his letter he states, you put in a change of address April 23", That’s
accurate. | put in the change of address April 23". | received a bill for 1363 West Owens in

June and that bill was paid on June 30".

JIM DiFIORE

Okay. Mayor, if —you don’t mind, I’d like to respond to Ms. Woodson’s comments. First of all,
I’ve stated over, twice now, that she did not have a valid business license for 1360 West Owens.
Again, her billing for the 1203 West Owens, during that time, went out. She had a valid business
license at that location, but it became invalid when she moved to 1363 West Owens. She did not
ever possess a business license for that location.

We’re not here to argue that today. We’re here to hear her argument about why she should not
have a business license for the 8725 West Flamingo Road, as well as 3100 East Lake Mead.
Both locations are outside of the City limits of Las Vegas. The grounds are clearly laid in your

packet as to why my office denied her business license applications.
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MAYOR GOODMAN

Let me ask Mr. Jerbic this. What jurisdiction, sorry to catch you like this.

BRAD JERBIC
That’s okay.

MAYOR GOODMAN
But what jurisdiction do we have over the County and over North Las Vegas that we can file

with them?

BRAD JERBIC

We don’t. We don’t have any jurisdiction over their enforcement of their codes, just like they
don’t have any ability to influence us in the enforcement of our codes. But what Mr. DiFiore is
saying that we — have many businesses that do business across jurisdictional lines. Locksmiths

for example —

MAYOR GOODMAN
Right.

BRAD JERBIC

— will go from County to City to North Las Vegas to Henderson. In each jurisdiction you require
a license in order to practice in that jurisdiction. And in this particular case, we have an
applicant that has an application and a license in Clark County, also requires a license and
application in the City and it has to meet our Code requirements. And that’s what we’re here on
today. Regardless of the decision here today, the County will do what they wanna do, if they
wanna do anything, and they may not. But in order for Ms. Woodson to do business in the City

of Las Vegas, she requires a City business license.
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MAYOR GOODMAN

And what is doing business defined as?

BRAD JERBIC
Conducting any kind of business in the City of Las Vegas, receiving revenue, performing a
service in the City; Mr. DiFiore can elaborate, but those are the two criteria that I, come to mind

immediately.

MAYOR GOODMAN

All right, because right now she’s barred from filing any bail bonds in the, in Muni Court.

NAKIA WOODSON

That’s correct, Your Honor, pending the appeal.

MAYOR GOODMAN
Right. Pending the appeal.

NAKIA WOODSON

And can -

BRAD JERBIC
Not —

NAKIA WOODSON

— | state one other thing that | agree with Mr. DiFore (sic) just stated and our City Attorney
correctly stated, I’ve met all the requirements of Clark County, all the requirements of North Las
Vegas. So, as to, as Mr. DiFore (sic) clearly pointed out, probably that letter is irrelevant, but |
just wanted it to be clear what | was sent by the City. And if the issue of my address as a DOI is

at issue —

Page 17 of 19



453
454
455
456
457
458
459
460
461
462
463
464
465
466
467
468
469
470
471
472
473
474
475
476
477
478

CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF
November 19, 2008
VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT - ITEM 54
COUNCILMAN REESE

Vicky. Vicky.

NAKIA WOODSON
— 1’d be more than happy to bring you proof of that.

MAYOR GOODMAN
Fine. All right, I think we’ve heard both sides sufficiently. Mayor Pro Tem?

COUNCILMAN REESE
Well, again, this — is one of those items where | can certainly appreciate where staff’s at on this,

but she has legal business license in Clark County at this time, active.

JIM DiFIORE

She does. Now, and — my take on that would be, if she’s posting bonds and sureties at the
District Court or the Justice Court, County facilities, that she does not need a City business
license to do that. But she does need a City business license to post these bonds and sureties at
the City Detention Center, or at the Municipal Court window or at the Municipal Court

courtrooms.

COUNCILMAN REESE
She’s barred, so, | — really think, Mayor, for me the thing to do is just table this until after the

hearing because she — can legally do business —

MAYOR GOODMAN
Right.
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COUNCILMAN REESE
— in the City of Las Vegas, as far as the Justice Center and District Court and — areas like that.
Only she — only thing she needs permission from us to, | can’t even talk, the permission from us

today is to be able to work at Muni Court.

JIM DiFIORE

Muni Court, the City Detention Center where the bonds are posted.

MAYOR GOODMAN

I — read the judge’s Order and until she gets her appeal

COUNCILMAN REESE
Yeah.

MAYOR GOODMAN
— if she’s successful on her appeal, then she’ll be able to address this issue. If she’s not

successful, she can’t — do business with City entities.

COUNCILMAN REESE

Yeah. So, | —would move to table this until after the hearing.

MAYOR GOODMAN
All right. That’s the motion. Let’s vote. Post. Motion carries. (Motion carried unanimously
with WOLFSON not voting) Thank you.

(END OF DISCUSSION)

/da;ac/cv
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