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RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends DENIAL. The Planning Commission (5-0 vote) recommends APPROVAL.
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Location and Aerial Maps

Conditions (Not Applicable) and Staff Report

Supporting Documentation

Photos

Justification Letter

Purchase Agreement Addendum No.2

Protest/Support Postcards

Submitted after Final Agenda - Protest/Support Postcards for Items 74 and 75 and Protest

tter for Items 74-83 and 85

Submitted at Meeting - Lists of Existing Area Uses by Virginia Gibson for Items 74-85
Backup Referenced from the 08-14-2008 Planning Commission Meeting Item 23

Motion made by STEVEN D. ROSS to Approve

Passed For: 7; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Did Not Vote: 0; Excused: 0

RICKI Y. BARLOW, LOIS TARKANIAN, LARRY BROWN, OSCAR B. GOODMAN,
GARY REESE, STEVE WOLFSON, STEVEN D. ROSS; (Against-None); (Abstain-None);
(Did Not Vote-None); (Excused-None)

Minutes:
MAYOR GOODMAN declared the Public Hearing open for Items 74-85.
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she felt its height will be a DIy C corner. She referred to an artlcle that stated the
hotel is being built to accommodate famlly/frlends that come to visit residents in the area, but she
stated that her family/friends stay with her or on the Strip for the Vegas effect. The entire project
will add traffic to the existing traffic congestion, especially during peak hours.

TED RUSSELL, Las Vegas resident, understood the concern about the five-story hotel, but he
felt the location would create the least impact for the residents. He loves AM/PM convenience
stores because of their inexpensive food. He added that this project will create jobs and
recommended approval.

ATTORNEY JUSTIN SMERBER, Moran Law Firm, 630 South Fourth Street, appeared on
behalf of Grand Teton Lodge Land, LLC, owner of property located at the corner of Durango
Drive and Grand Teton Drive. ATTORNEY SMERBER indicated that his client had previously
obtained permission for a tavern, which is already in operation. They have also requested special
use permits for uses such as a car wash, convenience store and restaurant. Those applications
came before the City Council and were withdrawn in January of 2008, pursuant to indications
from the Council that they would be denied because the applicant needed to work more
diligently with the adjacent residents. His client has put in time and energy to work with the
residents to get the tavern at that location, and he is currently working to bring those special use
permit applications back before the Council. His client is satisfied with Service Commercial
(SC); however, MR. CHIMA is requesting General Commercial (GC), which is more intense.
His client can satisfy the same uses that MR. CHIMA is requesting.



Agenda ltem No.: 74.

especially after he has
ts. MAYOR
the items would be

the applicant was
uggested a better
owners in the area, not

bf the property that the
ork with Olympic Nevada

ANTHONY HODGES, 1 __ mpestated that these are complicated applications and
the Council had to make some difficult decisions.

COUNCILMAN ROSS asked MR. CHIMA to speak about what he has done since the last time
they met to try to address the concerns of the residents. MR. CHIMA indicated he held a
neighborhood meeting where concerns were expressed about the traffic and the hotel. After the
Planning Commission meeting, he met with those residents in opposition and some of their
concerns were alleviated. In fact, he received a support letter from JENNIFER TAYLOR,
representing the Northwest Residents for Responsible Growth, as well as CHRIS SHEPARD,
who represents Briar Hill Homeowners Association. MR. CHIMA indicated that the difference
between this particular corner and the one brought up by ATTORNEY SMERBER is that all the
uses fit with the designated land use.

MR. CHIMA noted there was hardly any opposition expressed at the neighborhood meeting.
The main concern was with the hotels height. He showed to-scale elevations to depict the hotels
height in comparison to the existing Albertson's supermarket, and explained that the hotel would
be against the freeway off ramp and tucked in the back of the property. The freeway off ramp is
almost 40 feet high, which is why the hotel was strategically placed at that location.

COUNCILMAN ROSS acknowledged he received protests, but stated that once the protestors
were made aware of what the applicant is attempting to do, they no longer had an objection.

COUNCILMAN ROSS asked BART ANDERSON, Public Works, to share what Nevada
Department of Transportation (NDOT) plans are for Durango Drive and US-95. MR.
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COUNCILMAN ROSS refcrroums ST N and stated that the applicant has fulfilled all the
requirements of the Town Center Standards, with regards to the location of the buildings. MR.
CHIMA assured COUNCILMAN ROSS that he is prepared to fulfill all the requirements of a
supper club license. The tavern license is for the Baja Rockin Lobster restaurant, whose owner
has made a tenant commitment

COUNCILMAN ROSS was very impressed with the applicants sincerity, and he does not
believe they intend to flip the property. He noted that in today's economic conditions, the City is
always looking for ways to generate revenue and projects that bring jobs and opportunities to
residents.

Regarding the hotel, COUNCILMAN ROSS pointed out that it is 20 feet taller than the
Albertsons across the street. There have been great concerns, especially in the northwest, about
weekly/monthly types of establishments. MR. CHIMA interjected that his intent is to build a
Holiday Inn, not a Holiday Express, where he will be the owner/operator. COUNCILMAN
ROSS imposed conditions prohibiting weekly/monthly rentals, no publicly accessible laundry
facilities, and no kitchens or kitchenettes in the rooms. MR. CHIMA agreed to the conditions.
The Councilman also understood the applicants need for the tavern license, noting that the
applicant will adhere to the supper club standards.

COUNCILMAN ROSS acknowledged those residents who sent letters and emails, as well as
MR. ARMSTRONG'S comments regarding the easement and noted that the applicant will work
with MR. ARMSTRONG to resolve any related issues.
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