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MAYOR GOODMAN 

Item 54 is discussion and possible action regarding a suspension of a temporary massage 

establishment license for 5 Star Consumers Inc., doing business as Sunflower Massage at 2127 

Paradise Road in Ward 3.  Mr. DiFiore. 

 

JIM DiFIORE 

Mayor and Members of the Council, today the applicant is here on a – suspension of a temporary 

massage establishment license. And this is Mr. Tang and I believe, Mr. Buchanan as his 

representative.   

Just to, a real brief recap of where we’re at during this licensing period.  On January 16th, 2008, 

the City Council approved Sunflower Massage for a massage establishment license with Mr. 

Tang as the operator and owner, with limited hours of operation from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., daily, 

with a six-month review.  On February 25th, two, February 25th, 2008, Metro Vice conducted an 

undercover investigation on the business where three massage therapists were arrested for 

prostitution-related offenses.   

Now you’ll find in your backup, a letter from the Lieutenant Robert Wells of the Las Vegas 

Metropolitan Police Department Special Investigation Section which sumises (sic) the arrests 

that were – taken place on February 25th.  One of the individuals that was arrested was a Yu 

Zhiang Wu, who was arrested for aiding and abetting.  Miss Wu has come forward as Mr. Tang’s 

representative as a key employee for this location.  So just to let you know, she was arrested for 

aiding and abetting on that particular day. 

Las Vegas Municipal Code 6.06.054 (A) and (B) reads as follows:  The – director shall 

summarily suspend a (sic) applicant’s temporary license if any of the reasons stated at Las Vegas 

Municipal Code 6.02.330 through 6.02.350 as good cause for disciplining a licensee apply to an 

applicant or any of its principals.  (B) states the Director may summarily suspend an applicant’s 

temporary license if the applicant or any of its principals is in violation of any requirement of 

this Code, or other local, State or Federal laws or regulations not covered by the provisions of 

Las Vegas Municipal Code 6.02.330 through 6.02.350. 
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Also in your backup you have a letter that I had hand-delivered and served upon the business on 

March 7th and the reasons for the suspension of the license; the reasons being of the arrests that 

were taken and placed by the Metropolitan Police Vice detectives on February 25th.  I also state 

in the letter that these acts are violations of NRS 201.354 which is related to prostitution and Las 

Vegas Municipal Code 10.36.020 which also relates locally to prostitution-related offenses.  

Additionally, I assert the business is being conducted in an unlawful, illegal and impermissible 

manner, a violation of 6.02.330. 

Council may recall that when we had our first hearing with Mr. Tang, Council had concerns that 

he was not going to be physically on the site of the massage establishment.  At that time, he had 

a California-based address and we continued that for, I believe, two weeks or thirty days.  Mr. 

Tang met with me and he did come into my office with a rental agreement for an apartment 

across the street.  And I expressed to the Council that that concern of him not being here locally 

had been diminished.  Now, my understanding is that in the month and a half that he has had this 

massage establishment license, he has not been at this site on a regular basis.  In fact, I had heard 

that he had only been in Las Vegas five days during that one and a half-month period. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

I – have (inaudible). 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Yes –  

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

Yes – (inaudible).  I’m sorry.  I have concerns about what’s happening at these massage 

establishments not only in my Ward, but all of the City of Las Vegas and perhaps probably the 

County also.  We have people accused.  What kind of action can we take here today until we find 

out whether they’re convicted or not?  There’s no sense us wasting any time here going around 

like this here.  I – wanna know, can we continue the suspension and have ‘em come back after 

these are eradicated in court, one way or the other? 
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JIM DiFIORE 

I believe –  

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

To me – we have accusation.  We have no proof that they’ve done anything. 

 

JIM DiFIORE 

Okay.  We do have a detective from Metropolitan Police Department who was involved in the 

investigation. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

I – understand. 

 

JIM DiFIORE 

She’s (inaudible). 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

But all I’m saying is can, and I’m asking, I guess, Mr. Jerbic, can we do anything with – these 

accusation (sic)?  I mean, the license has been suspended and the business is closed, right? 

 

JIM DiFIORE 

The business is closed.  That is correct. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

Okay.  So if we had some convictions, then we could just take their license, right? 

 

JIM DiFIORE 

I –  
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COUNCILMAN REESE 

My question is, what can we do here today? 

 

BRAD JERBIC 

I – think it’s within the discretion of the Council and Mr. Buchanan or Mr. DiFiore can correct 

me that you have a variety of options and one would be, I believe, to continue the suspension 

until after the criminal case is resolved.  Recognizing, of course, the criminal case may not 

resolve this.  It may be negotiated.  It could be continued for a long period of time.  There are a 

lot of things that could happen.  But if that’s your desire, I – think that’s within the scope of your 

authority. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

Well, again though, you know, we – have these type (sic) of things going on over in the City of 

Las Vegas and I don’t know whether we need to make examples or what we have to do.  I –, I’m 

– tired of playing around with them.  If they want to open up a massage establishment in Ward 3, 

they can open up a massage establishment as such.  But all this other stuff, as far as I’m 

concerned is – gonna – leave.  We’re gonna take all their licenses, I guess.  ‘Cause (sic) I’m – 

mad at it. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

All right.  Well, my feeling is, and we can proceed without going to court and without the 

criminal matters being resolved based on whatever presentation is being made here today and 

that would be my ruling. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

That’d be fine.  Thank you, Sir. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Take it to court. 
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COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN 

Mr. Mayor.   

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Yes. 

 

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN 

Are you basically saying we have proof even though, I mean –  

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Well, we don’t have proof yet, but if – Mr. DiFiore is ready to advance proofs and, of course, 

Mr. Buchanan could cross-exam and then it’s going to be up to us to decide whether violation 

(sic) took place. 

 

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN 

If – he can substantiate what would be considered, may be proof within our backup.  Is that what 

you’re saying? 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Yes. 

 

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN 

Okay.   

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Yes. 
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COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN 

I understand what you’re saying.  Thank you. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

I have –  

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Well, let’s just (inaudible).  I’m gonna hear from you in a moment.  Let Mr. DiFiore finish. 

 

JIM DIFIORE 

Let me just clarify with you, Council, that this is a temporary license.  This does not meet the 

criteria of proving a case that a permanent license does, meaning that we don’t have a 

disciplinary complaint before us. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Right. 

 

JIM DIFIORE 

We don’t have a hearing date.  On a temporary license, any information or activity that occurs at 

that establishment could be considered for a suspension and disciplinary action, meaning that it 

could be revoked. 

 

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN 

And that’s why it’s temporary. 

 

JIM DIFIORE 

That’s why it’s temporary and that’s why we’re here today.  We do have a detective.  We do 

have an individual here with Metropolitan Police that is (sic) been highly involved in the 
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investigation on this so she is available.  Detective May is available if you have any questions 

regarding the letter that you have from the, Lieutenant Wells of her division. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Okay.  We’ll hear from Mr. Buchanan.  Let me ask you this first, Mr. Buchanan.  Have you 

received the documentation which was referred to which would be the March 6th, 2008, request 

for action and the hand-delivered letter of March the 7th, signed by Mr. DiFiore, addressed to Mr. 

Tang? 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

Yes.  We just got those in the last day or so. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Okay.  Well, I’ll be happy to hear from you regarding proceeding today. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN  

Well, you know, whether or not I’m involved a lot in the defense of these massage parlors and, 

of course, I’m familiar with Miss May, who is gonna testify.  Detective May.  And it’s my 

contention that these people who go in, and I listened here all morning to all these uplifting 

things about new buildings.  But it’s my contention that Cynthia May and the detectives that go 

to these places go there with the intent, the specific purpose of closing them down, getting 

violations.   

Now if you go forward today, you’ll hear – testimony that an officer made some gestures that he 

interpreted as prostitution or masturbation and not of any actions by any of the girls that were 

there.  But it’s his inference.  They go in there with that intense purposes (sic).  I would like to 

have them come before the board only after they go in front of the judge; there’s a decision on 

the case.  I know one of the girls went in front of the massage therapy board on this same instant 

here and was approved by –   And, of course, the State doesn’t (inaudible) the County or City.   
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So, I feel that, if they don’t have a conviction, they can’t come in here.  I mean, I can’t cross-

exam, sit down, go through all the – motions, objections that I could in court.  I mean, you’d 

throw me out after about ten minutes. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Five minutes. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

Five minutes.  All right.  But that’s why I feel I have such a greater advantage in court to cross-

exam these people to go in and try and get what they want. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Seems valid.  I think it’s valid. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

You wonder what – relative I have.  Let’s say that you hear this testimony today.  Next week I 

go to court and they’re not guilty.  Where am I?  I’ve lost a license.  I’ve lost a temporary 

license.  I’ve won the case but I’ve lost the battle. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Okay.  Your client is not engaged in business at this time, is that correct? 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN  

No.  There’s a suspension.  They’ve suspended the license.  It’s not – open at this time. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

All right.  And when are these matters scheduled for court? 
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JAMES BUCHANAN 

Well, I don’t think, I don’t believe there’s any charges have been filed yet and I don’t think 

anybody’s been found guilty.  But I would – say if we could have a thirty-day continuance and 

come back in with Mr. Jerbic or somebody coming in and giving the status of what any criminal 

violations.  If there’s no violations, we would ask, of course, that the license be reinstated. 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

Mayor Goodman. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Yes. 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

If you don’t mind. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Councilman Wolfson. 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

Two questions.  Number one.  Mr. Jerbic, can you tell us whether or not your office has received 

these citations for prosecution and whether or not you’ve approved them? 

 

BRAD JERBIC 

I do not know that. 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

Okay.  See that’s something that we should know now.  We shouldn’t have to ask.  I mean that 

with respect to you, Mr. Jerbic.  Secondly, if you ask for a continuance and if this board gives 
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you a continuance, will your client agree that his license will remain in its current condition, 

which is under suspension? 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

I don’t think it could be any different.  I mean, I, there’s no way it could be renewed now since 

they’ve suspended it.  The only one that could renew it or deny the suspension is this board. 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

Well, that’s my point. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

So it’s gonna be – closed.  The business will not be in operation during that time.  But I would 

like to have the criminal prosecution and I’d like to come in and say, well, they’re all found not 

guilty.  I’d like the license back. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

And – I think that would be relevant to our decision. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

That’s correct. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

All right.  So –  

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

I – gotta make a quick comment also. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Yes. 
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COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN 

Could I – Mister, just before you say that, Mister Mayor Pro Tem –  

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

No, I’m, I – insist of making it though. 

 

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN 

– ‘cause you’re gonna summarize it better than I would. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

Well, no.  I’m just gonna say it, make a comment about a comment Mr. Buchanan made about 

our Police Department.  I – don’t appreciate you coming in here saying that our Police 

Department’s going out here trying to set these people up.  They don’t have to. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

Well. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

Not – the cases I’ve seen and the – people I’ve had to deal with.  They don’t have to go in and 

set ‘em up.  They’re out there doing what they’re alleged to do.  And I’m – sorry, I disagree with 

the comment you make.  The Police Department does a great job going out there representing us 

and trying to do the investigations that help us regulate this type of a business in the City of Las 

Vegas.  Thank you. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

Mayor. 
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MAYOR GOODMAN 

Councilwoman. 

 

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN 

I just wanted to, ‘cause I knew I would dovetail into what he said. I agree with that and I agree 

that if you’re not doing anything wrong, then you know if they come there, they’re not going to 

find anything wrong.  They didn’t set up the things that we have in our background information 

that show us that we feel this should not be a continuing operation.  And I also feel that a 

granting a license like this, we have responsibilities and we have citizens who are concerned that 

come to us all the time about this, that we should not have to do just what the court feels.  We 

can set a higher standard than the court.  We don’t have to say that we’re always gonna do what 

the court says.  And I think we have a responsibility to set that higher standard and I agree that 

you don’t go in there.  I made a note when you said that.  You can’t find anything wrong unless 

it’s there.  And if they come in, and I’m sure they came in because of complaints, if they came 

in, then they found something wrong.  That accountability for what went wrong has to belong to 

the people who were there in the massage parlor.   

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

I understand. 

 

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN 

That’s what I wanted to say. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

Okay. 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

Mayor Goodman, if you don’t mind.  I just wanna make one other comment.  I can’t agree with 

Mayor Pro Tem and Councilwoman Tarkanian any more.  You’ll have your chance to cross-
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exam, whether it’s before this body or before a judge.  But I don’t believe that our Metro Police 

Department, that doesn’t have anything better to do than going into this man’s business to put 

him out of business. 

Number two.  We have, as I understand it, Mr. Jerbic, the legal right to go forward today.  There 

is no requirement for a conviction.  There is no requirement other than the City meeting a burden 

and if we’re satisfied that illegal conduct took place, we don’t need a conviction.  I think that 

there might be a tone, though, to give you what you want as far as some time.  But you could 

cross-exam these witnesses right here, Mr. Buchanan, right in front of us.  You could have your 

day in court in front of us. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

What you wanna do now?  It’s your call. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

Mayor, well, I realize that.  But what’s my remedy if I go to court next week and they’re found 

not guilty, if in fact, they file a complaint or if they don’t file a complaint.  Let’s say they don’t 

file a complaint at all.  So we come back in thirty days.  He stands here as a – an owner of a 

business, of course he’s not involved in any of the – letter of the seventh.   

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

(Inaudible). 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

He comes back innocent and there’s no convictions, why shouldn’t his business continue? 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

My response is this, is that under the law, we are an administrative body.  We don’t need a 

conviction if we’re satisfied, based upon the burden that’s placed before us.  It doesn’t matter 
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whether he’s convicted.  But I will tell you this, I mean, I’m sure that we’re listening to what 

you’re saying and – we’ll probably give you the opportunity to do what you want. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

Maybe not. 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

Well, okay, and that’ll be the motion and we’ll see what happens. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

Well –  

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

There’s two different bodies is what I’m saying, two different –  

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

If I – could, if I could, please Mayor. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Please. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

Through you, could – I ask both people from Metro, would they have any problem with this 

continuing this at this date or tabling this item or would you – prefer to have it heard today? 

 

JIM DiFIORE 

It’s up to you. 
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COUNCILMAN REESE 

We – need your name also. 

 

CYNTHIA MAY 

Hi. Detective Cynthia May with Metro Special Investigations section. 

 

JIM DiFIORE 

I think, with the understanding that if we did continue it, it would be suspended.  It would stand 

with the current suspension date. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

Yeah. 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

We’re not going to (inaudible) suspension. 

 

CYNTHIA MAY 

And I – would agree with that, that if it remained in the suspension status, then I – wouldn’t be 

opposed to a thirty-day continuance. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

Well, and – again, I don’t feel like that we have to have convictions, but in –  order for us to send 

out a message to the industry, I think we need to – see what happens in court and I don’t know 

whether it’s gonna be thirty days or sixty days.  My feeling is – I’d like to see this continued 

until such time that we get some kind of action in court on these three citations that was (sic) 

issued at this location. 
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MAYOR GOODMAN 

But – I, Mayor Pro Tem, but my position is, I – don’t disagree with what you said as far as 

continuing it with the expectation that we’ll get a resolution in court.  However, I would like to 

continue it with date, a reasonable date, with the license still under suspension. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

That’s fine.  That’s fine. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

And if in fact there’s not a complaint filed or there’s not a resolution in court, we go forward on 

that date as we would have gone forward today without criminal proceedings having taken place. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

And I – and again, I – appreciate what our attorney – told us.  I would hate to see this go to court 

and have somebody say, “Well, I’ll – plead guilty to a lesser account.”  I mean less, lesser 

charge.  I – want – to satisfy the detective at Metro.  So you – feel comfortable if we keep this 

license suspended and come back in thirty days? 

 

CYNTHIA MAY 

That’s correct (inaudible). 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

That – be my motion then, Your Honor. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

All right, that’s a motion. 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

(Inaudible) happen, anything happen in court (inaudible). 
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MAYOR GOODMAN 

I know. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

That’s fine.  That’s fine. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

All right.  And if nothing happens, if those (sic) complaint is filed, we’re gonna go forward and 

dispose of the case in thirty days. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

That’s it. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

What is the date? 

 

BEVERLY K. BRIDGES 

April 16th. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

April 16th.  Could we have a time certain? 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

I don’t think we need it. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

No – time. 
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MAYOR GOODMAN 

Let’s vote, please. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

Thank you very much, Mayor. 

 

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN 

Wait.  Wait.  I just need to ask a question before I vote.  Does, this does not mean that our 

decision rests upon a decision of the court –  

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

That is correct. 

 

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN 

– because we are an administrative body. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

That is correct. 

 

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN 

We’re just giving them a chance to present additional –  

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Right, because –  

 

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN 

– information if they want to. 
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MAYOR GOODMAN 

Right, because he may make an argument that a complaint hasn’t even been filed even though 

the City’s been placed on notice within the thirty days.  So why should – we find his client 

responsible for these actions. 

 

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN 

And – we feel that a complaint would probably be filed within thirty days, Mr. Jerbic? 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

It’s up to the City Attorney. 

 

BRAD JERBIC 

Well, I just got an email on that, Your Honor.  Apparently my office watches Channel 2 and that 

they have sent me an email indicating that complaints are filed and the initial arraignment is 

scheduled for the 25th of March. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

25th of March. 

 

BRAD JERBIC 

So you’re not going to have a resolution within thirty days. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Why can’t we ask for a speedy trial with the agreement of Mr. Buchanan? 

 

BRAD JERBIC 

Well, we can ask for a speedy trial, but we’re talking about a court system that literally has got a 

three, four, five-month setting for a trial if you ask for a trial.  And on somebody who’s out of 

custody, it’s not very likely that this is going to be set by our Municipal Court for a resolution 
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any time soon.  And that’s assuming everybody’s ready to go on the first day and nobody needs a 

continuance.  I – would urge the Council, based on what I know right now, what I’ve informed 

you, that this should – be disconnected from the criminal case because you’re not going to have a 

resolution of the criminal case any time within the next few months. 

 

COUNCILMAN BARLOW 

Mayor. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

Well, I – could say that if they’re gonna – have an arraignment on the 26th in Municipal Court, I 

think I can get a trial within two weeks. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

All right. We’ll take that in (inaudible). 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

If we could set it for say, three weeks after the 26th.  

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

That’s fine. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

We’ll come in here with a disposition of the case –  

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Fine. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

– their attorneys will know that. 
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MAYOR GOODMAN 

And then we’ll go forward.  Yes. 

 

COUNCILMAN ROSS 

I want to make a comment, Your Honor.  I’m not fully concerned about the disposition of the 

case.  This industry has been plagued with this issue; always has been and always will be.  And I 

for one who sits on this Council, I’m only one vote.  This industry and anyone involved in this 

industry should know that they’re plagued with this issue and should be playing much higher 

level than they’re playing today. 

Mr. Buchanan, I have a great deal of respect for you and what you do.  But I, that’s not gonna 

change how I feel about this industry or these allegations or anything.  Mr. DiFiore has a job to 

do.  Our Metropolitan Police Department has a job to do and I support them in that endeavor.  I 

want this, residents of this city to understand where my, I’m coming from.  I can’t speak for the 

rest of this Council.  It’s inexcusable to have this kind of activity happening in this industry.  

Mayor Pro Tem said it the best.  If you’re going to be a massage outfit, be a massage outfit, 

nothing else.  So, I have a very hard time with this and, all due respect, Your Honor, I’m sorry 

I’m just losing my patience here with all this. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

You’re allowed to vent. 

 

COUNCILMAN ROSS 

Legal mumbo jumbo.  I mean it’s, here it is. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

You’re allowed to vent. 

 

COUNCILMAN ROSS 

 It’s black and white in my mind.   
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MAYOR GOODMAN 

Okay. 

 

COUNCILMAN ROSS 

It’s right or wrong.  There’s all there is to it. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Okay, well –  

 

COUNCILMAN BARLOW 

Mayor. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Let’s let the Mayor Pro Tem make a motion and we, we’ll vote on it. 

 

COUNCILMAN BARLOW 

Mayor, may I – comment –  

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Yes, Councilman Barlow. 

 

COUNCILMAN BARLOW 

– before Mayor Pro Tem, if you don’t mind, please. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Not at all. 
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COUNCILMAN BARLOW 

I asked a question a month or two ago as it relates to the number of massage establishments that 

have been on our City Council agenda.  If you, if – we really take a look at the number of 

massage establishments that we look at every Council meeting, I, it raised my eyebrow as to why 

so many are coming on-line so quickly.  And over the course of those massage parlors coming 

on-line, we have at least every other meeting; we’re addressing some illegal activity – at these 

establishments.  And I believe it’s an industry that needs to be audited, an industry that needs to 

be looked at very diligently.  I brought it up, I believe, late last year due to a CNN news show 

that came out in regards to this industry.  I believe that there’s something really going on and I 

believe that with all due respect that this Council could be possibly played like a yo-yo and I 

don’t like that.  I don’t like the imagery or even the sound or even the perception of that at all.  

And I believe that there’s a separation between the disposition of this case that needs to be in 

place separate from the allegations that are being made today. 

Now our law enforcement, as well as our business license department (sic), work very hard on 

our behalf to bring us the issues in order for us to address.  And so for that, I’m gonna stand in 

the gap even if I have to stand alone and I’m not going to support this item moving forward from 

today. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

Thank you, Mr. Barlow.  I want it heard today and I –  feel like that, I – tried to shorten this up a 

little bit just because, but I feel like we –  have a duty as City Council members and the Mayor 

and as employees of the City and the Police Department and Mr. Buchanan, his job, that we need  

– to hear it today, I guess.    

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

All right. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

So I – apologize for delaying it as long as I have. 
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MAYOR GOODMAN 

No problem.  Let’s go forward.   

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

We need to go forward. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Mr. DiFiore, you wanna call your first witness? 

 

JIM DiFIORE 

Well, I’m – not going, I’m not prepared to call a witness, but I’m going to ask that the Council 

has the report in your backup and Detective May is very, very familiar with that report if you 

have any questions of her.  I think the report speaks for itself.  However, she can certainly add to 

it as much as you need to. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

Okay, Mr. DiFiore, I would ask you what was your good recommendation going to be today? 

 

JIM DiFIORE 

The recommendation was going to be to revoke the suspended license which then denies the 

permanent license. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

Well, just one moment before that recommendation, now.  I – was noticed here to come here 

today that I had a right to cross-exam witnesses and see what’s going forward and if – they don’t 

have any witnesses and they’re gonna rely on the report, I mean how can I cross-exam that 

report?  It’s the same thing we are now. 
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COUNCILMAN REESE 

Can he – (inaudible). 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

I mean that’s what – it says that I’m gonna have an opportunity to come in here, cross-exam 

witnesses, see what evidence –  

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

What are you referring to, Mr. Buchanan? 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

Where the notice that was set on March 7th at the hearing you shall have the right to call and 

exam witnesses on your own behalf, cross-exam opposing witnesses, introduce exhibits and 

evidence relative to the issue of this case and offer rebuttal evidence to present to the City 

Council. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Right. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

Now, Cynthia May’s gonna say that this report is the evidence and I – say I have a right to cross-

exam those witnesses because of what this person, this officer did when he came in.  He wasn’t 

on the massage table doing this.  He came in and made some obscene gesture that they 

interpreted or he interpreted as the request for masturbation.  These people don’t speak English 

and they – say no and so forth.   But for Cynthia May to come in and say this reports valid and I 

can’t cross-exam her because she wasn’t there.  She wasn’t the detective.  She wasn’t the 

witness.  I – at least have, I have an opportunity to do that. 

If we’re, if you’re gonna go forward, I would ask that it be continued for a week or whatever and 

we come back with witnesses.  But I have a chance because I want to show how these deals go 
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down.  They come in to these locations.  The officers make all the insinuations, all the offers, all 

the – gestures that these people don’t understand; use words like masturbation.  They had never 

heard that word before and then say you’re guilty on Metro Bingo Gong. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

All right, Miss May.  Were you personally involved in any of this investigation? 

 

CYNTHIA MAY 

During the operation, I was not present but after the individuals were taken into custody, then I 

was, responded to the location approximately about forty-five minutes later. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

All right.  And did you do any tests while you were at the location? 

 

CYNTHIA MAY 

Shortly thereafter, we had somebody come out and take some photographs and I believe it was 

two days later or a day later that we had our ID folks come out and do some testing of the – 

walls. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Okay.  Are any of the detectives who were involved in this operation and investigation present 

here today? 

 

CYNTHIA MAY 

No, Sir. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Do you know who they were? 
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CYNTHIA MAY 

Yes, I do. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Who were they? 

 

CYNTHIA MAY 

It was our graveyard squad and there was (sic) approximately five different detectives involved 

in the operation. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

All right.  Would you be willing to provide Mr. Buchanan with the names of those –  

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

I know who they are. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Oh, you do? 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

Sure, they’re in the report. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

No, they’re not. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

You’re correct.  They’re not. 
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MAYOR GOODMAN 

So –  

 

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN 

You’re always correct. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

I’m always correct, as Councilwoman Tarkanian recognizes.  I’m a little concerned, to be honest 

with you. 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

The Police Department (inaudible). 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

I think that he has a legitimate point of having some bodies here that he could last, at least ask 

some questions to and the report does not have the name (sic) of the witnesses. 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

Two weeks. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

He doesn’t even, he couldn’t even subpoena them himself, recognizing that this is an 

administrative proceeding and that you were not gonna call them.  So I think we’ll give him two 

weeks.  You’ll provide the names of the – officers who were involved in the various specifics 

here and we’ll go forward with the hearing in two weeks, with the understanding that the license 

will remain suspended.  Is that an appropriate –  

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

(Inaudible) actually. 
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COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

May I add, please? 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

Mr. Mayor, could I ask one thing along with the – license, I mean, the names of the detectives.  

Could they also submit to me prior to that two weeks their police reports that they had regarding 

this. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

You – would be entitled to that in court, Sir. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

Well, I’ll get that in evidence but I can’t –  

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

But I – think –  

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

City Attorney’s not the problem though. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

I think – if – I’m not gonna ask Miss May to do anything that she can’t do readily.  I’m sure you 

have the police reports in your possession or else we couldn’t have had this composed.  So, if 

you’d make those available to Mr. Buchanan as well. 

 

CYNTHIA MAY 

I believe what he’s gonna have to do is, he’ll have to subpoena the records through the courts. 
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MAYOR GOODMAN 

Well, whatever the procedure is, but we’re trying to get this resolved in two weeks so, try to 

make it as easy as possible for him so we could go forward and have this hearing and get it taken 

care of. 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

Mayor Goodman – 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Yes. 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

– can I please put in my two cents?  I think we’re stuck with this March 7th letter.   

 

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN 

Yes. 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

And Mr. Buchanan says in this letter, he’s right, that he’s allowed to cross-exam witnesses.  For 

effective cross-examination, he should have the vice detectives’ reports themselves and they’re 

easily to, they’re easy to obtain.  And if we expect Mr. Buchanan to issue a subpoena, he’s not 

gonna be ready in two weeks because he may not get these reports for a time after that.  So my 

request would be that you make every effort, Detective, to get this probably one or two page 

report from one or two detectives and provide them to Mr. Buchanan forthwith. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

These reports are already generated. 
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COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

Yeah. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

I understand that. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

They’re already in her file. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

We – know that.  It may not be in her file but they’re readily available. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

Well, we got – the main man coming down here. 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

I mean, we have a March 7th letter that gives Mr. Buchanan the ability to –  

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Right.  I – agree and that’s the reason why I say this. 

 

JIM DIFIORE 

(Inaudible) and the arraignment’s on Tuesday (). 

 

REAGAN ALEXANDER 

Just a couple – comments.  Hi.  I’m Sergeant Alexander, Special Investigations Section –    

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

Yes.  Hi. 
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REAGAN ALEXANDER 

 – and hi, Bucky. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

We’ve – clashed before. 

 

REAGAN ALEXANDER 

As Mr. Buchanan knows, he – certainly can obtain those records on his client’s behalf.  He can 

go through our custodian of records.  Just attorneys (inaudible) that’s how they acquire those.  If 

I could, it would be nice to just hand them to them.  That would be inappropriate for me to do 

that or a detective.  As far as the Affidavit of Arrest, the arrest reports, those are – reports that 

are important for him to have.  Do you have those yet? 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

No. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

No, he does not. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

I haven’t been to court because they don’t, the arraignment’s not – 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

No, he does not have.  The only thing he has and he got it yesterday, because I spoke to Mr. 

Jerbic and told Mr. Jerbic to make sure that Mr. Buchanan has at least the two pages that we 

have, so he at least would have something to talk about today and it was served on him last 

night. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 
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REAGAN ALEXANDER 

Yes, Sir. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

How long would it take for you to, how long do you feel like it would take for us to get this, to 

have your officers here so we can go through this.  I – don’t two weeks gonna be enough time.  

Think we can do it within thirty days?    

 

REAGAN ALEXANDER 

It’s – hard for me to tell you how long.  I’ll tell you the process would be, as far as this, Mr. 

DiFiore can request them to – come here.  They can be subpoenaed by Mr. Buchanan so that he 

can speak to them and – cross-exam them based upon the information and reports. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

Two weeks be long enough? 

 

REAGAN ALEXANDER 

Ah. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

You subpoena records from, well. 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

You’d be talking about two things. 

 

REAGAN ALEXANDER 

You’re talking about two things, yes. 
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COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

But Sir, if you don’t mind, Mayor Goodman, it’s real easy.  Number one, we can have the 

witnesses here within two weeks.  Cops are subpoenaed all the time to be in court within two 

weeks.  That’s easy, assuming they’re available and not on vacation.  The second issue is getting 

the records.   

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

(Inaudible). 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

Now if he can’t get the records through normal discovery –  

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Thirty day. 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

– because the arraignment isn’t for another week – 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Figure it all out. 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

– so we need to help him out by getting these vice detective’s police reports to him within a day 

or two. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

Beverly? 
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COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

Can’t you go down to records and get them, Sergeant Alexander?   

 

REAGAN ALEXANDER 

No.  Number one that’s not my – section.  That’s vice.   

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

Okay. 

 

REAGAN ALEXANDER 

That would be handled through the supervisors there.  Two, if – we have to wait for it to be 

arraigned, not to put Mr. Jerbic on the spot, but that would be something that they need to 

expedite.  Three, Mr. Buchanan has been doing this for a long time.  He knows the process.  To 

be quite honest, that’s not my concern for Mr. Buchanan.  He can take care of that.  He knows 

how to do that.  We’ve had other discussions in – State Massage Board meetings, in County 

Hearing Officer meetings, all the time about this.  And it goes round and round.  He knows what 

to do.  If he would like to subpoena those officers, he can do that through the process.  It might 

take two weeks for him to get it.  They may not be available.  They may be on vacation.  You 

know how that works. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

Sergeant – Alexander, Mayor, please. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Yes, please. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

I – would like to make a motion if I could on this, Your Honor. 
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MAYOR GOODMAN 

All right. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

I – would move to hold this item in – abeyance until our 16th meeting of April and with – 

the license still being suspended. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Right and in addition, that Metro supply the names of the officers to Mr. Buchanan so he could 

do whatever he wants to having those names. 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

Yes. 

 

REAGAN ALEXANDER 

I will do everything I can in that regard.  I don’t think there’s any issue with that.  Believe me, 

Mayor and Council, we wanna be here.  We want to be here.  I wish we could do that right now. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Yeah, but we didn’t. 

 

REAGAN ALEXANDER 

I see the reasoning behind that and I wish we could.  Believe me we would love to do that. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

All right.  (Inaudible). 
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REAGAN ALEXANDER 

And by the way, I wanna thank the members of Council for speaking up for the LVMPD.  We 

have no interest in anything other than trying to protect the public welfare and with, you’re right, 

we have a lot of stuff to do.  And thank you so much, each one of you.  We – appreciate that. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

And Mr. Buchanan thanks you too. 

 

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN 

Mr. Mayor – I think Mr. Jerbic just wanted your attention. 

 

BRAD JERBIC 

I’ve been trying to jump in here.  I apologize.  I didn’t want to interrupt you all, but we have 

discovery ready right now in my office.   

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Okay. 

 

BRAD JERBIC 

We’ll provide it to Mr. Buchanan if he goes over to the Criminal (inaudible). 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

And that’s the way it normally goes. 

 

BRAD JERBIC 

It’s the early discovery. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

Fine, understand. 
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BRAD JERBIC 

It’s all the reports.  I have the names of all the detectives.  It’s here and I’ll be glad to provide it 

to the detective right now. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Could have ended this story an hour ago. 

 

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN 

So we can –  

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Okay. There’s a motion, let’s vote. 

 

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN 

What, can, would you tell me again what we’re voting on? 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

Yes, it’s a thirty-day extension and we’re gonna go in thirty days and Mr. Buchanan’s going to 

have the names –  

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

April – 16th. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

– and the discovery. 

 

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN 

But if he already has, if he’s gonna get the discovery today, why do we have to wait the full 

thirty days? 
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MAYOR GOODMAN 

He – may have to subpoena witnesses – 

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

Just to be sure. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

– and get through that process and there will be no more continuances.  And that license is 

suspended. 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

He’s not operating (inaudible). 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

All right.  Let’s vote.  Post.  ( Motion carried UNANIMOUSLY.)   

 

COUNCILMAN REESE 

Thank you, Your Honor. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

All right, motion carries.  Thank you. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

And that will be April 16th? 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

That’s correct. 
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COUNCILMAN REESE 

Yes. 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 

Nine o’clock meeting?  Nine-thirty?  Thank you. 

 

TONY TANG 

Thank you, Mayor.  Thank you, Council. 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

 No.  Not nine or nine-thirty. 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

No.  Nine o’clock meeting. 

 

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON 

(Inaudible). 

 

MAYOR GOODMAN 

No. 

 

 

 

(END OF DISCUSSION) 
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