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MAYOR PRO TEM REESE

Item 47 is discussion and possible action regarding complaint seeking disciplinary action against
Wu Guo doing business as Asian Magic, 1717 South Decatur Boulevard, Las Vegas, Clark
County, Nevada, for violations for the, of the Las Vegas Municipal Code. This is in Ward 1,

Councilwoman Tarkanian. Mr. Henry, please.

BILL HENRY

Good morning, Mayor Pro Tem and Members of the Council. This matter is before the Court or,
pardon me, the Council for purposes of considering a proposed disciplinary complaint. Before |
go further, 1’d like to lodge with the Clerk proof of service of notice of today’s proceedings to
the licensee.

The licensee, Mr. Wu Guo, is present. | spoke with him about two weeks ago in the lobby of the
City Attorney’s Office where he appeared without an appointment. We communicated in the
English language and | thought that he understood me and I certainly understood him. During
the course of that conversation, | asked him if he could communicate in the English language.
He said yes. And I specifically asked him if he could read and write in the English language and
he said yes.

This morning when he appeared, he told a member of the Business Licensing Department that he
couldn’t communicate in the English language and he wanted a Mandarin interpreter. Out of an
abundance of caution, despite what | told you, we were able to find a Mandarin interpreter, an
employee of the Department of Public Works. His name is Albert Sung. I’m told its spelled S-
u-n-g and he’s present. And to protect our record, | — would ask that we utilize him, although |
have every reason to believe that the licensee does understand today’s proceedings in the English

language.

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE
Thank you. Sir.
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ALBERT SUNG
Okay. My name is Albert Sung, City employee, and I’m here, summoned here to assist Mr. Guo

for the translation of Mandarin.

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE

Do you understand what we’re doing, Sir?

ALBERT SUNG
(Translating in Mandarin) | think Mr. Guo doesn’t understand, what’s the purpose of today’s

hearing? So can somebody explain to him why he is here?

BILL HENRY
I can make a — more comprehensive statement, if you would like. He is here today because he

holds a City license, business license and —

COUNCILMAN BROWN

Mayor Pro Tem.

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE
Yes, Sir.

COUNCILMAN BROWN
If — I may. Mr. Henry, if we’re going to just keep the record intact, allow our interpreter to

translate in segments, please.

ALBERT SUNG
Thank you.
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75 BILL HENRY
76  As | said, he’s here today because he holds a City business license.
7
78 ALBERT SUNG
79  (Translating in Mandarin)
80
81 BILL HENRY
82  Specifically, the licenses at issue are a Reflexology Establishment License and a Reflexology
83  Practitioner License.
84
85 ALBERT SUNG
86  (Translating in Mandarin) Can I ask? Reflexology means just for the feet, correct?
87
88 BILL HENRY
89  Yes. I believe so.
90
91 ALBERT SUNG
92  (Translating in Mandarin) Okay. Fine. Okay.
93
94 BILL HENRY
95  Thereis an allegation, an accusation that in managing his business, he’s broken the law.
96
97 ALBERT SUNG
98 (Translating in Mandarin)
99

100 BILL HENRY

101  And those accusations are in a written complaint for disciplinary action, a copy of which I will

102  give to him right now.
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ALBERT SUNG
(Translating in Mandarin) Okay.

BILL HENRY

We’re here today for me to ask the Council to approve this complaint and set it for hearing.

ALBERT SUNG

(Translating in Mandarin)

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE

Excuse me just a second please

ALBERT SUNG
Yeah.

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE
Could you explain to him what is in the complaint? He was — giving massages without a license,

wasn’t he?

BILL HENRY
That, the essence of the complaint is instead of running a reflexology establishment, he’s running

a massage establishment, that he, and he’s not licensed for massage.

ALBERT SUNG

I think reflexology means massage, you know, basically it’s a massage.

BILL HENRY
Not under the City Code.
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ALBERT SUNG
Okay. (Translating in Mandarin)

BILL HENRY

So today we’re not going to determine whether or not he actually broke the law.

ALBERT SUNG
(Translating in Mandarin) Okay.

BILL HENRY
Instead, I’'m going to ask the City Council to approve the complaint and set the matter for
hearing at a later date and at that time, the City Council will determine whether or not he broke

the law.

ALBERT SUNG
(Translating in Mandarin) Okay.

WU GUO
(Inaudible) Okay.

ALBERT SUNG
(Translating in Mandarin) Okay.

BILL HENRY
And 1’d like to point out that at that hearing, he will once again have an interpreter and that he

can, at his own expense, hire a lawyer to represent him at that hearing.

ALBERT SUNG
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(Translating in Mandarin) Can | ask, whether he can hire a translator on the, | mean, the City
pay for that, or —

BILL HENRY

I don’t believe there’s any provision for the City to pay for a — translator of his choice, but we

will be, we will provide, if he wishes, a translator that we believe to be competent.

ALBERT SUNG
Okay. (Translating in Mandarin) Okay. He want (sic) the City to provide him a translator.

COUNCILMAN BARLOW
Mayor Pro Tem.

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE
Yes.

COUNCILMAN BARLOW

If I may, is it possible for us to put the onus on this applicant to at least seek out an attorney who
possibly may speak Mandarin? 1’m pretty sure with the number of attorneys that we have in this
City that there’s a possibility that one of them just may speak the language, to assist him more
efficiently. And Councilman Wolfson, if you will, jump in and share your comments, if you will

please.

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON

With your permission, Mayor Pro Tem.

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE
Yes.

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON
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That, that’s a good idea, but equally as good or better is that through the Court, they provide
Mandarin interpreters so whether it’s us, Mr. Henry, the City of Las Vegas or whether it’s the
applicant himself through the District Court, the Regional Justice Center, our main courthouse,
we have a Court Interpreter Office and | know for a fact that they have Mandarin interpreters,
but whether the City pays for it or this applicant pays for it, that’s not for me to decide. But |
don’t know that there’s necessarily a lawyer that speaks Mandarin, there might be. But certainly
there are Mandarin court interpreters, so if the lawyer doesn’t speak Mandarin, at least there will

be a certified Mandarin interpreter available.

ALBERT SUNG

(Translating in Mandarin)

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE
Thank you. Beverly —

COUNCILMAN BARLOW
And that would —

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE

Excuse me a second.

COUNCILMAN BARLOW
Okay.

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE
Ms. Bridges.

BEVERLY BRIDGES
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The City contracts with Language Lines through AT&T and they do provide certified translators
on our phone service that we can pipe into the house, if that’s needed. And we have a contract
with them.

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE

Thank you. Councilman Barlow, please.

COUNCILMAN BARLOW

She answered. That’s fine. Thank you, Mayor Pro Tem.

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE
You bet. You might tell your —

ALBERT SUNG
So that, see that, this owner need (sic) to decide what he want (sic) to do right now or what,

later?

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE

He — needs to decide right now, yeah.

ALBERT SUNG

(Translating in Mandarin)

COUNCILMAN ROSS

Your Honor, while he’s thinking about that, can | ask Mr. Henry —

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE
Yeah, you bet.

COUNCILMAN ROSS
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245 - couple questions. Help me understand this clearly. He is operating a reflexology, on a —

246  reflexology license —
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BILL HENRY
Yes.

COUNCILMAN ROSS
— but he’s actually doing massage therapy. Is that correct? Is that — the allegation of the

complaint?

BILL HENRY

Yes, in essence. The allegations are —

COUNCILMAN ROSS

And you want to set a hearing to hear that complaint to determine whether he’s broken the law.

BILL HENRY
Yes.

COUNCILMAN ROSS

In that timeframe, what if he makes application for a massage license and fixes that?

BILL HENRY

It wouldn’t fix it as a matter of law because —

COUNCILMAN ROSS
Okay.

BILL HENRY

— the snapshot is at the moment that he was cited.
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COUNCILMAN ROSS
Okay. Allright. I’m just curious. Mr. Henry, thank you. Thank you, Your Honor.

ALBERT SUNG

(Translating in Mandarin)

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN
Mr. Mayor Pro Tem.

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE

Yes, Councilwoman.

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN
Could — I just ask you Mr. Henry, my understanding is that the gentleman has a license for
reflexology and had an establishment for reflexology, in that he did massage there and he had no

license, right?

BILL HENRY
Yes.

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN
And that’s what this is all about.

BILL HENRY
Yes.

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN
Now you’re, nobody’s making a decision if he’s guilty or not guilty today, they’re only saying

we’ll move forward and have a hearing to make that determination. Is that correct?
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BILL HENRY

That’s correct.

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN

Okay. And in going forward and making a determination, we are giving him choices as to free
interpreters. | mean, they’re offered free by — us. Right? | mean, they’re provided by us. |
think it’s —

BILL HENRY
Yes.

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN

— federal law, in fact, that they, we provide interpreters.

BILL HENRY
I’m not aware of that. It — may be or may not be. As I said, | —am not aware. But — as a matter
of just due process, it would be my advice that if someone says that they can’t communicate in

the English language —

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN
Right.

BILL HENRY
— without regard to that statement being credible or incredible, the safest thing to do is to provide

an interpreter —

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN

Make the provision —
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BILL HENRY
— for the language they say they —

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN
And -

BILL HENRY

can communicate in.

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN
And today we’ve suggested or mentioned two or three ways this could be done. Am | correct in
that?

BILL HENRY
Yes.

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN
And he has to decide which way. So we’re not determining if he’s guilty or not guilty, we’re
only saying we will move forward, we can move forward and then you have the opportunity to

have an interpreter so you understand everything that’s occurring.

ALBERT SUNG

Yes. | have explained it to him.

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN
Okay.

ALBERT SUNG

So he understands.
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COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN
Okay. Thank you very much.

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE
You bet. Anything else, Mr. Henry?

BILL HENRY

I think having said that, | would ask the City Council to approve the complaint and set the matter
for hearing within 60 days. I’m told the last date with, for a regular City Council meeting is
April 2", And | would suggest, given the language problem, that you might consider if you

want to set this for a special meeting.

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE

No. | — don’t think we have to have a special meeting. | think that you might explain to the
gentleman that he has to get an attorney and hopefully one that can, speaks Mandarin. | think we
can give him 60 days. He should have enough time by then to find somebody that can interpret —
for him. If we have to furnish somebody for him, he can contact your office and find out and

discuss that. | think we’ve gone far enough here. Councilwoman.

ALBERT SUNG
But I — think he want (sic) the Court or the City to provide him with the attorney, so how does he

proceed with that?

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE
We don’t — do that. He has to find his own attorney.

ALBERT SUNG

In the Court? But, just, somebody said that the Court would provide that.
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388 MAYOR PRO TEM REESE

389  He needs to find his own attorney. We’ll help with the —
390

391 ALBERT SUNG

392  Own private attorney?

393

394 MAYOR PRO TEM REESE

395  Yeah, we’ll help with the interpreter.
396

397 ALBERT SUNG

398  Okay. Oh, help the interpreter.

399

400 COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN
401  It’s the interpreter —

402

403 ALBERT SUNG
404  Okay.

405

406 COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN
407 - that we help provide.

408

409 ALBERT SUNG
410  Okay.

411

412 COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN
413  Nothing else.

414

415 MAYOR PRO TEM REESE

416  The best thing, Councilman Wolfson said it best, he needs to get an attorney right now.
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ALBERT SUNG

(Translating in Mandarin)

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN

| would move forward —

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON

Mayor — Pro Tem —

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE
Yes.

ALBERT SUNG

(Translating in Mandarin)

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON
—and I’ll clarify. Sir, we wanna make sure that we have a good record here. He’s not required

to have a lawyer.

ALBERT SUNG
Okay.

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON

He can certainly come on his own.

ALBERT SUNG
Right.
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COUNCILMAN WOLFSON
But in situations like this, where the City of Las Vegas is contemplating discipline which could

be the revocation of this license —

ALBERT SUNG
Right.

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON

It’s in his best interest to at least consult with a lawyer.

ALBERT SUNG
Okay.

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON

Now, | don’t know anything about the case and I’m trusting that you’ll communicate this to—

ALBERT SUNG
Right.

COUNCILMAN WOLFSON

— to this, and thank you for helping us, but probably the best thing he can do is to contact a
lawyer and then have that lawyer contact Mr. Henry. Mr. Henry can have discussions with the
lawyer who can then inform this gentleman of everything that’s going on so that he can be fully

informed and then make — decisions. We’re not requiring him to have a lawyer —

ALBERT SUNG
Okay.
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COUNCILMAN WOLFSON
— but when you have a business that’s subject to having a license revocation, it’s probably a good

idea to at least consult with a lawyer.

ALBERT SUNG
Okay. (Translating in Mandarin)

COUNCILMAN BROWN

Mayor — Pro Tem?

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE
Yes.

COUNCILMAN BROWN
In light of what’s happened today, if the first meeting in April is the last opportunity by Code, |
perhaps would suggest that we have it the second meeting in March, just in case there’s a

breakdown, that we could push it to the first meeting in April.

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE

Very good. Councilwoman.

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN
Yes. | would move that we move forward with the complaint, setting the date for the

hearing, the second meeting in March.

COUNCILMAN BROWN
March 19"
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MAYOR PRO TEM REESE
March 19",

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN
Which would be March 19". March 19",

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE

Any questions on the motion?

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN
And if he has any questions about the interpreter, Mr. Henry, you could advise him as to, make

sure he understand (sic) how that’s done.

BILL HENRY

Yes, Councilwoman.

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN

I think he understands, but I just wanted to be sure.

ALBERT SUNG
Yeah.

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN
And then he has the right to have his attorney present at that. And for this type of situation, as

the Councilpeople have mentioned, it’s important.

ALBERT SUNG

Yeah. I’ve explained that to him.
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COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN

That’s my motion to move forward, setting it March 19™.

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE
Any question on the motion? Hearing none, cast your vote, please. Please post. Motion carries.
(Motion carried unanimously with MAYOR GOODMAN excused.)

BILL HENRY

May the record reflect that I’m lodging a copy of the original of the complaint for disciplinary

action with the Clerk.

MAYOR PRO TEM REESE
Thank you.

(END OF DISCUSSION)

/cv;da
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