Loretta Arrington

From: DTGeran@aol.com

Sent: Friday, January 04, 2008 4:08 PM

To: Councilman Gary Reese

Subject: Internet Submission - Jan 9 Council Meeting Agenda Items 94-96
Citizen Name: Dedra Geran

Email: DTGeran@aol.com
IP Address: 192.206.180.200

Comments: In regards to upcoming Las Vegas City Council meeting to be held on January 4,
2008 please review the following opposition to Agenda Items 94 thru 96.

Although the following has been modified for the required 4000 character limit, the
original letter was hand delivered to Councilman Ricki Barlow's office on Wednesday,
December 12, 2007 by resident Dedra E. Geran.

Thank you,

Dedra Geran

102) 227-2754

December 11, 2007

To:Councilman Ricky Barlow - Ward 5
City Hall, Tenth Floor

400 Stewart Avenue

Las Vegas, NV 89101

Concerned Property - 900 Monroe Avenue, Las Vegas, NV 89106 Property Owner - Frank
Hawkins

We, the residents surrounding the subject property would like you to seriously look at the
Planning Commission decision for approval at their November 29, 2007 planning meeting for
re zoning of medium density to high density amid the opposition of the residents in the
area. All protests cards for this rezoning were document but ignored and there is no
documentation on file at the City for support of this dwelling.

Concerns that once the building is occupied that ownership will be transferred to the LV

Housing Authority as other projects this owner has done in the past. One in particular is

J. David Hoggard Apartments next to this development.

Concerns that the City 1s sequestering a group of people (Low-income, Section 8 and other
vouchers) in a particular area, the historic "Westside".

Concerns that this is a future step to build a disastrous high-rise low income housing for
example, the Robert Taylor Housing Projects of Chicago, Illinois from the 1960's and since
demolished in 2007 due to neglect and crime. Replacement is under way for low-rise
residential homes, which was the neighborhood recommendation to the city for this land.

Concerns of crime that this building will bring to the neighborhood of aging and mostly
middle class residents. And as history has shown, will face many of the same problems
that other high-rise housing projects in other cities face. These problems include
narcotics, violence and the perpetuation of poverty. Once Section 8 and other city paid
voucher residents are allowed, it will include children who are not of working age, most
residents unemployed where public assistance will be their only source of income, 60
percent of the households will be single-parent, female-headed households earning less
than $8000 per year and 99.9 percent will be African-American.

Time will show the building will become drab eye sore, scars of arson fire; the City's
neglect will be evident in littered streets, and scant commercial or civic amenities. The
feel of safety and in lack of better words "the control" of the building will be
compromised with that many floors and residents. Owner admitted that there will not be
24-hour security. There is no full size grocery store in the area fo%u%ﬁﬁﬁéﬁ%ﬁkﬂ%ﬁéSuﬁéﬁ
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walk to. Just a mom and pop store located on Owens and "H" Street.

The lack of "green space” on the artist's rendition of the proposed development. This is
important to any human condition.

We the constituents are the voters in Ward 5. The owners namely Frank Hawkins do not live
in Ward 5. v

The older residents in the area feel it will be a disservice to name an obviously low-
income housing project after one of the city's African-American pioneers, SaraAnn Knight
Preddy. They feel she deserves better.

15 years from now we will not remember SaraAnn Knight for her advocacy to civil rights, or
being a African-American casino owner, or for being a historian of this city, but we will
remember the name associated with that hell hole low income housing complex on the
Westside. Like the Vera Johnson Projects. We all know what that is but do we remember
who Vera Johnson was or what she stood for in this City?

Respectfully,
Area residents Ward 5, Las Vegas, NV 89106.

Date: 1/4/2008 4:07:39 PM
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702.879.85966

I personally went door-to-door to obtain these signatures, mostly from the surrounding
residents of the proposed property, and not one person was against signing it. Of the 91,
62 are residents of 30 years or more.

I come before you as a voice on behalf of the residents listed on these pages. They are
opposed to the CDPCN development of a FOUR STORY, 85-UNIT (to be a 251 UNIT)
APARTMENT Complex on a 6.04 acre site located at 900 West Monroe Avenue.

First are foremost, in the City of Las Vegas Agenda Memo, dated January 9, 2008,
Conditions - page one, under heading Project Description it states, “blighted development
from the neighborhood will reduce the calls to police and fire stations.” The surrounding
elements, i.e. projects, such as Marble Manor (Washington & MLK), Marble Manor
Annex (MLK & Owens, and Sherman Gardens Annex (Doolittle & H), all located within
a 5 mile radius from the proposed site, still exist and therefore would trigger the same
crumbling results that has been witnessed the pass 30 years, increasing the crime rate I
would bet by ten fold. As far at the David J. Hoggard, which by the way is misspelled
but the developer refuses to change-it, located on J & Monroe, is suppose to provide
housing for seniors but presently provides for non-seniors. Where do you think their son
and daughters go when they get out of rehab or jail? It is no secret to any of the residents
that these surrounding negative elements played major roles in the demise of Vons
supermarket — it never a chance to survive. Apartment dwellers — where will they shop,
where is the surrounding need for these 251 times two or three or four which would make
approximate 500+ new dwellers? From my experience, overcrowding in small spaced
units with no surrounding support systems equals an increase in calls to the police and
fire services. Also, it’s important as well as crucial to keep in mind Madison Elementary
School is located only two blocks away.

Second, as far as mixed development, the low income housing already exists in the area
with the David J. Hoggard. On CDPCN letter dated August 16, 2007, third paragraph it
states, “It will also promote the economic development of the community.” Then it goes
on to say “to support and sustain the new Edmond Town Center Commercial
- development and future redevelopment of the area.” Let the vacancies in Edmond Center
speak for itself.

What is missing, according to the residents, is a tax based middle-income housing
development. You and I know there is no way for a community to become economically
developed without middle-income homeowners. These residents will attract businesses,
retail and will sustain them as well. Within the area there are 100 plus churches — non-
taxed base entities. Middle income tax based housing will provide a counter balance to
the existing surrounding elements, encourage infrastructure, retail, businesses, mixed



Ward 5 Petition
Page Two

densities, alloWing diversity both new and old within the area. This is what the people in
Ward 5 want — a change and economic growth.
Lastly, to build this sort of project will say to the people in Ward 5:

1. Yes we would like to increase crime in your area;

2. No we would not like to provide economic development in the near future,
and;

3. No we will not consider the long-term resident’s, mostly seniors, as important
voices.

Thank you.

“Sincerely,

Trish Geran :
On Behalf of Petitioned Residents of Ward 5
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Community Development Programs Center of Nevada

August 16, 2007

City of Las Vegas Planning Department
731 S. Forth St.

Las Vegas, NV 89101

Attn: Peter Lowenstein

Re: Sarann Knight Apartments Justification Letter

Dear Mr. Lowenstein,

Please allow this letter to serve as justification for the Sarann Knight F amily Apartments,
our new project will be one single (4) story building with (82) 2 bedroom 2 bath family
apartments with an enclosed courtyard of amenities which will include a pool, spa, lids
play area, covered parking, elevators, laundry room, exercise room, community room,
picnic tables, exterior storage and computer room.

The current project located on the site is Emerald Breeze which is a dilapidated, blighted
development that CDPCN LLC purchased in October 2005 with the intent of demolishing
and creating a new mixed income community. Emerald Breeze was a 100 unit; 100%
Section 8 development filled with residents who did not work, drug infested, crime
ridden and a nightmare to the over all community. This development is currently
boarded and waiting to be demolished.

The proposed development (Sarann Knight Family Apartments) will promote the general
welfare and public health and safety by removing the current blight from the
neighborhood, reducing the calls for service from Metro and the Fire Department to this
site: It will also promote the economic development of the community, create hundreds
of jobs during the construction and demolition of this twelve million dollar development,
create 4 full time positions at completion and create roof top density to.support and
sustain the new Edmond Town Center Commercial development and future
redevelopment of the area,

CDPCN is requesting a zone change to R-5 and a designation change to H.

We look forward to your approval on the new Sarann Knight Apartments.

ZON-24787
SDR-24788
11/08/07 PC
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2009 Al,]//\ Drive (702) 87%-8882 office

Las Yegas, Nevada 89106

Dete /, ?/&% tom 747 (702) 87%.8942 fax




