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PURPOSE/BACKGROUND:
Staff will report on pending legislation of the 2007 Nevada State Legislature

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the City council accept the report and direct staff, if necessary

BACKUP DOCUMENTATION:
Submitted at meeting Legislative Report by Chris Knight

Motion made by GARY REESE to Approve to Accept the report, with direction to staff to
follow-up on the directions given by the Council

Passed For: 7; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Did Not Vote: 0; Excused: 0

BRENDA J. WILLIAMS, LARRY BROWN, LOIS TARKANIAN, STEVE WOLFSON,
OSCAR B. GOODMAN, GARY REESE, STEVEN D. ROSS; (Against-None); (Abstain-None);
(Did Not Vote-None); (Excused-None)

Minutes:

CHRIS KNIGHT, Director of Administrative Services, detailed the Legislative Report, a copy of
which he submitted and is made a part of the minutes, and gave the Council an update of the
status of the various Senate and Assembly Bills.

Regarding AB 514, MAYOR GOODMAN opined that the presentation that certain members of
the City of Las Vegas Municipal Court made to the legislature was an embarrassment to the City.
There was nothing in AB 514 that pertained to the Court, because what was originally
contemplated was taken out. But, because the Court was unable to agree on the language and on
the item, City staff believed it was imperative to go forward to address the changes needed in the
City Charter. The Judges spoke to and lobbied certain legislators, and the Council was advised
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Staff has been working with the industry on an amendment to redefine gross revenues, keeping
the subscriber revenues whole and without deductions, and to eliminate the collection of
franchise fees and non-subscriber revenues, which would reduce the impact to the revenue
stream to about $400,000. The amendment also includes grandfathering in the existing PEG
channels, the City retaining the ability to charge permit fees for right-of-way work and
maintaining audits of the franchise at the local level. Staff will continue to work with the
industry on the details.

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN asked if AB 473 addresses the problem of a mandatory
HOA (homeowners association), so that, if an HOA is formed with 80 percent of the
homeowners, the remaining 20 percent would still be protected. MR. KNIGHT was uncertain the
bill addresses that specific scenario. He explained that the bill contemplates that, in the case of
street vacations, the unyielding 20 percent would just be absorbed in. COUNCILWOMAN
TARKANIAN indicated that, if participation in an HOA is voluntary, how does this bill propose
to protect those unwilling to participate? DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY SCOTT rejoined that the
bill does not address a mandatory HOA; it only provides that 80 percent of the persons affected
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KNIGHT indicated that the citizenry could voice their concerns to the Assembly Government
Affairs Committee. COUNCILWOMAN WILLIAMS expressed her opposition to the bill,
noting that she too is very concerned. COUNCILMAN ROSS remarked that the State is trying to
take away the ability of local governments to make choices for their communities. He urged all
citizens to actively voice their concerns.

COUNCILMAN BROWN asked MR. KNIGHT about the industry's response to the City's
proposal. MR. KNIGHT answered that the industry is taking the amendments under advisement,
but has adamantly indicated that it is not backing down. COUNCILMAN BROWN then
concurred with the comments of COUNCILMAN ROSS, adding that regulation should stay at
the local levels. He noted that the City is the only entity still allowing new billboards, and

that the Council has been fair in dealing with the industry. However, AB 438 is abusive, abrasive
and offenive; the Council should fight it aggressively.

MAYOR GOODMAN said this is a matter of home rule, and whether municipalities will fall
under it or Dillon's Rule, which would subject municipalities to the caprices of the State. He
certainly hopes that the message that the municipalities need discretion to govern their
jurisdictions is conveyed to the State, because the municipal elected officials are responsible for
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COUNCILMAN BROWN directed MR. KNIGHT to send the message out to the billboard
industry and their lobbyists that the City is not going down without a fight.



