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AGENDA SUMMARY PAGE
RECOMMENDING COMMITTEE MEETING OF: OCTOBER 17, 2006

DEPARTMENT: CITY ATTORNEY
DIRECTOR: BRADFORD R. JERBIC OConsent Discussion

SUBJECT:
NEW BILL:

Bill No. 2006-58 Updgles ard bons so as to better discourage,
detect and punish gglSg OMal, controlled substances,

BACKUP DOCUMEN
1. Bill No. 2006-58

2. Business Impact Statement
3. Submitted at meeting Exhibits 1, 2 and 3

Motion made by STEVEN D. ROSS to Approve as a Do Pass

Passed For: 2; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Did Not Vote: 0; Excused: 0
LOIS TARKANIAN, STEVEN D. ROSS; (Against-None); (Abstain-None); (Did Not Vote-
None); (Excused-None)

Minutes:
COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN declared the Public Hearing open.

BEN LITTLE, Assistant City Attorney of the Criminal Division, commented that this bill
resulted from COUNCILMAN WOLFSON'S desire to strengthen related laws to discourage
DUI. Hence, staff researched legislative proposals regarding DUI submitted by every state for
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the past five years, in order to submit proposals for COUNCILMAN WOLFSON'S review.
Language inconsistencies with State of Nevada Law were culled, and staff came up with
essential changes, which he then outlined with the use of Exhibit Nos. 1, 2 and 3, copies of
which were submitted and made a part of the minutes.
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COUNCILMAN ROSS opined that the minimum $300 fine is insufficient, to which
ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY LITTLE indicated that the fine only applies in situations not
involving a DUI, but rather a person that has alcohol in the vehicle. COUNCILMAN ROSS
appreciated the efforts made on this bill, but insisted that the City needs to send a clear message
that DUIs will not be tolerated, and people will make changes if the fines impact their
pocketbooks. ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY LITTLE advised that the proposed bill could be
amended to include a tougher fine.

COUNCILWOMAN TARKANIAN suggested forwarding the bill to City Council with a

recommendation to increase the fine to $500. COUNCILMAN ROSS asked how the offense

could be made a gross misdemeanor. ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY LITTLE answered that it
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would have to be done through the State Legislature, adding that the court does waive fines for
people who have a hardship in paying fines; however, community service would most likely be
imposed. He noted that Municipal Court has approximately 5,000 DUI cases a year, and, even
though this is a high number, it is surprising that the cases have not increased in correlation with
the rapid growth in population. COUNCILMAN ROSS interjected that he would like to see the
number of DUI cases decrease as the gwzher laws.
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